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TO 




3. Carson Areboort, €fi;q. 

OF BROOKLYN, N. Y. 



! HE Contemporary Records of 
the Hojiilities which folkwed 
the Surrender of Canada in 1760, 
mufi ever pojfefs an unufual 
Degree of Interejiy as illufirating 
the Indian CharaSier^ and the Succefs of 
the Line of Policy adopted by the French in 
their Northern Colonies of America, as 
contrafied with that of the Englijh. 

Having early acquired an intimate 
Knowledge of the Interiour, by a Series of 
enterprijing Explorations, the French adopt- 
ed a rational Method of fecuring the Bene- 
fits to be derived from a Monopoly of the 
Indian Trade, and with fuch Succefs that 
the Friendjhip they gained could not be an- 
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nulled by Treaties, or readily ajftgned to a 
Nation whom they had been taught to hate. 

Deceived by the Statements of zealous 
Partizans in the French Interejlsy the Na- 
tives fondly hoped for the Return of their 
ancient Allies to Power ^ and in the Ardour 
of their Knthufiafm they fought to merit 
returning Favours by anticipating the Arms 
of France in the Reconquejl of the Country, 
and the Expulfion of the Englijh, 

The yournal and Documents here print- 
ed, from their undoubted Authenticity and 
great Diverjity of SubjeB, are believed to 
offer a valuable Addition to our previous 
Knowledge of the Events attending the In- 
dian Wars <2/^ 1763 ; and the Publifher, by 
infer ibing thefe Pages to a zealous and dif- 
criminating Student of American Hiflory, 
has the Gratification of believing that his 
own Labours for the Extenfion of Hijiorical 
Literature have met with an intelligent 
Approval, 
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INTRODUCTION. 




OTWITHSTANDING the Eng- 
lifli found themfelves Mailers of 
Canada, by the Capitulation of 
Montreal in September, 1760, the 
French retained a Place in the 
Memory of the Indian Tribes 
which could not be alienated by 
Treaties; and this Regard, which was gained by a long 
Series of kind Offices and well-timed Prefents, was 
ftrengthened rather than diminiftied by the Negled and 
lU-ufage which thefe Sons of Nature received at the 
Hands of the Englifti. 

There was no longer any European Rival to con- 
tend againft; no Competition exifted for the Monopoly 
and Profits of the Indian Trade, and no Rilk of an 
Alliance with any civilized Power, to moleft the long 
Frontier which had through many Years been defolated 
with Fire, and kept in Mourning by the cruel Hand 
of a lurking Enemy. The Motives for cultivating 
the Friendfllip of the Indians, which had been didated 
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by Policy, no longer exifted, and thofe of Humanity 
and common Juftice foon proved inadequate to fecure 
thofe Favours which the Natives had long been accuf- 
tomed to receive from the Whites, and which the In- 
trodudion of the Weapons and fome of the Arts, if 
not the Vices, of Civilization, had to a certain Degree 
rendered neceflary to their Comfort and Contentment. 

It was impoflible for them to fell back upon the Ufe 
of the Bow and Arrow, and the Club, after having be- 
come accuftomed to Fire Arms, and the only Means 
of their procuring thefe Articles which had thus been 
made neceflary to their Exiftence, was from the Eng- 
lifti, now fole Mafters of the Country, upon fuch 
Terms and with fuch Sacrifices as unprincipled Traders 
or haughty military Officers might exad or permit, 
and if any Grievance arofe there was no longer an 
Appeal to a friendly Ear, or Hope of better Times for 
themfelves or their Children. 

It will be remembered that the French ftill retained 
Command of the Pofts upon the Mifliflippi ; that moft 
of the Inhabitants of this Nation, who were fcattered 
around the military Pofts in the Interiour, garrifoned 
by Englifli Troops, were ftill living in Terms of Inti- 
macy with the Indians, and although yielding a formal 
Allegiance to their new Mafters, were ftill national in 
Language and in Heart, and finally that French Mif- 
fionaries and EmiflTaries were ftill living in the Indian 
Villages throughout the Country. The War between 

France 
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France and England, although fettled in North Ame- 
rica, was ftill raging in Europe, and a Series of fucceflFul 
Operations in the old World, might have ftill enabled 
the French to claim the Relinquifliment of Canada, as 
one of the Conditions of Peace, as had occurred but a 
few Years previous in the Refurrender of Loui(burgh, 
upon the Ifland of Cape Breton, after its Capture by 
New England Troops. 

If in addition to thefe we remember, that the In- 
dians had been taught by their French Allies, that the 
Grand Monarch of France was fcarcely lefs Omnipo- 
tent than Deity, that he loved his red Children and 
would ultimately proted them, — and that greatly per- 
verted Accounts of the true Relations exifting between 
the two Countries were circulated among the Indians, 
we ftiall have fufEcient Reafons to account for the War 
which devaftated the Frontiers in the Summer of 1763, 
and in which Pontiac, the great Ottawa Chief, aded fo 
confpicuous a Part. 

Sir William Johnfon, whofe Opportunities for know- 
ing Indian Affairs were unfurpaffed, and whofe Judg- 
ment is entitled to the higheft Refpeft in every thing 
that concerns thefe People, thus wrote to the Lords of 
Trade at the Period under Confideration : 

" Without any Exaggeration, I look upon the North- 
"ern Indians to be the moft formidable of any unci- 
" vilized Body of People in the World. Hunting and 
** War are their fole Occupations, and the one quali- 
fies 
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" fies them for the other ; they have few Wants, and 
" thofe are eafily fupplied ; their Properties of little 
" Value, confequently Expeditions againft them, how- 
" ever fucceflFul, cannot diftrefs them, and they have 
" Courage fufficient for their Manner of fighting, the 
" Nature and Situation of their Countrys require not 
" more. 

"As the French well knew the Importance of the 
." Indians, they wifely took Advantage of our Negleft, 
"and altho' they were not able to efFeft a proper Re- 
" conciliation with the Six Nations, took Care to cul- 
"tivateagood Underftanding with the Weftern In- 
" dians, which the Safety of their Colony, and their 
" ambitious Views of extending their Bounds, rendered 
" indifpenfably neceflary ; to efFeft this, they were at 
" an immenf^ Expence in buying the Favpur of the 
" Indians. 

" On the Reduftion of Montreal, whereby the Fron- 
" tiers claimed by Canada were ceded to His Majefty, 
" I thought it prudent to fend Mr. Croghan, one of 
" my Deputys, with the Troops, who were to take 
" Pofleflion of Detroit, etc,, whereby I reconciled the 
" Change to the neighbouring Indians, then in Arms 
"againft us, ^nd the next Y^^r went in P^rfon to 
" Detroit, where \ held a Conference with the feveral 
" neighbouring Nations, the Particulars of which will 
" appear from n^y TranfaAions laft Year tranfmitted 
" to your LordPP*; but apprehenfive that our occupy- 
ing 
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**ing theic Outpofts would never be approved of, 
**unlefs the Indians ftiared our Favours, as they had 
** been accuftomed to thofe of the French, I rcprefented 
*' to the Commander-in-Chief, the neceffity of weaning 
**them therefrom gradually, as well as the repeated 
*' Accounts I had conftantly tranfmitted me of the 
" Uneafinefs amongft the Indians, and my Apprehcn- 
** fions thereon. 

"The Indians of the Ottawa Confederacy (& who 
"begun the prefent War) and alfo the Six Nations, 
** however their Sentiments may have been mifrepre- 
** fented, all along confidered the northern Parts of 
" North America as their fole Property, from the Be- 
" ginning ; and although the Conveniency of Trade 
" (with fair Speaches and Promifes) induced them to 
" afford both us and the French, Settlements in their 
" Country, yet they have never underftood fuch Set- 
" tlement as a Dominion, efpecially as neither we, nor 
" the French ever made Conqueft of them ; they have 
** even repeatedly (aid at feveral Conferences in my 
" Prefence, that *they were amufed by both Parties with 
" Stories of their upright Intentions, and that they 
♦* made War for the Protection of the Indians' Rights, 
^' but that they plainly found it was carried on, to fee 
"who would become Matters of what was the Property 
" of neither the one nor the other/ The French in 
"order to reconcile them to thefe Encroachments, 
" loaded them with Favours, and employed the moft 
B intelligent 
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"intelligent Agents, of good Influence, as well as art- 
" fill Jefuits, amongft the feveral weftern and other 
" Nations, who by Degrees prevailed on them to admit 
" of Forts, under the Notion of Trading Houfes, in 
" their Country ; and knowing that thefe Pofts could 
"never be maintained contrary to the Inclinations of 
" the Indians, they fupplied them thereat with Ammu- 
" nition and other NeceflTaries in abundance, as alfo 
"called them to frequent CongrelTes, and difmifled 
" them with handfome Prefents ; by which they en- 
"joyed an extenfive Commerce, obtained the Aflift- 
" ance of thefe Indians, and polTeflTed their Frontiers in 
" Safety; and as without thefe Meafures, the Indians 
" would never have fufFered them in their Country, fo 
" they expeft that whatever European Power poflelTes 
" the fame, they (hall in fome meafure reap the like 
"Advantages. Now, as thefe Advantages ceafed, 
" on the Pofts being poflefled by the Engliih, and 
" efpecially as it was not thought prudent to indulge 
" them with Amunition, they immediately concluded 
" we had Defigns againft their Liberties, which Opin- 
" ion had been firft inftilled into them by the French, 
" and fince promoted by Traders of that Nation and 
** others who retired amongft them on the Surrender of 
" Canada and are ftill there, as well as by Belts of 
" Wampum and other Exhortations, which I am con- 
" fidently aflured have been fent amongft them from the 
" Illinois, Lpuifiana and even Canada, for that Purpofe." 

The 
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The Treatment which the Indians were accuftomed 
to receive from the Engliih Traders has been fpecified 
by Sir William Johnfon.l 

" The Frontier Traders, fenfible they have little to 
" apprehend from their Conduft, went ftill greater and 
" more dangerous Lengths than their Superiours; from 
" a Variety of unheard of Frauds, I ftiall feleft a very 
** few Inftances which will tend to Ihew to what Lengths 
" fome of that Charafter will go when fubjed: to no 
" Controul, and becaufe two of thefe Inftances were 
" the Occafion of our loftng the Trade and AfFedtions 
*' of fome powerful Tribes of the Ottawaes, who were 
" perfuaded to come the Length of Ofwego to Trade 
^with us, and the laft Inftances caufed the Defedion 
"of the moft powerful Tribes of the Senecas. 

" Several of the Ottawaes having traded for a con- 
** fiderable Time at Ofwego, where they got fome Arti- 
" cles which they could not procure from the French, 
"an Ottawa Chief of great Influence with his Family, 
*' brought his Packs to a Trader there, in order to try 
" the Market ; the Trader, after the ufual Practice of 
" deceiving him in the Weight, hurried the Peltry into 
** a private Room, telling the Indian that all Mer- 
" chandize was very dear, owing to the Severity of 
" Dutys (a ftale, but dangerous Artifice ftill praftifed) 
" defired him to choofe out what Goods he wanted ; 
" the Indian having made a Choice, was aftonifhed to 

1 Col. Hift. ofN. Y., vn, 955. 
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^^ find that his Skins produced not one third of what 
^^ he had been accuftomed to receive for the like Quan- 
" tity (for the Trader had befides his Extortion on 
*• the Goods reckoned the Peltry at only one third of 
" its real Weight) went away dUcontented^ but return- 
^< ing &id, he was afhamed to go back with fuck fmall 
^^ Returns, and begged for a fmall Keg of Rum, 
^^ which the Trader gave him, as he £dd, as a high 
^^ Favour, but on opening the Keg foon after his De- 
^* parture it proved to be Water* Another Trader for 
** fome valuable Furrs, which he received from an Ottawa 
** Chief of great Influence, who came likewife to try 
^* the Market, and defired to have his Returns in Rum 
^^ for a general Feaft, gave the Indian 30 fmall Kegs with 
" DireAions not to open them by the Way, otherwife 
" the Trader would be punifhed for letting them have 
" fo much ; but the Indian before his Return to Nia- 
**gara, being ddlrous of fome Liquor, opened them 
^* and found them all Water. This has been often 
^^ acknowledged by thefe Traders, and on its coming 
" to the Knowledge of the French, they made fo good 
" a Ufe of it, that thefe People and all their Friends 
" were ever after our most implacable Enemies. The 
" next Inflance is that of a Seneca Warriour, whofe Influ- 
*' ence and Abilities were fo well known, that I found it 
** avery hard Tafk to bring them over, which however 
^^l at length effecSted in 1756, when he came to me 
"with a large Party of Warriours, who were to fet out 

on 
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** on public Service in a few Days, but having fome 
" Furrs to difpofe of^ I gave them at their Defire a 
** Paflport to Schcnedady, wherein I recommended it 
** to a Merchant and Trader there, to ufe them very 
** kindly, and to do them the ftrideft Juftice, notwith- 
^^ ftanding which, this Enemy to the In terefts of his 
" Country, impofed upon them in the grofleft Manner; 
** it spearing from their Account, & his own Confef- 
** fion fince, that as they were Strangers, he had doubled 
" the Prices of his Goods and allowed them but half 
•* the Weight of their Peltry; this was refented ac- 
** cordingly, the Indians took another Route back^ and 
" the Chief fent me a Belt of Wampum with a Mef- 
" {age informing me of the Impofition (the Particulars 
*• of each Article being marked on the Handle of an Axe) 
^^ and alTuring me that he fhould always continue to have 
** a perfonal Regard for me, but not the leaft for the 
" Englifh who had fcrved him fo often, but the laft 
** Inftance was of fuch a- Nature, that he had accepted 
** of an Invitation firom the French, who knew how to 
*' treat them, and their Services; he made his Words 
" good ; in a few Days cut off a large Settlement, and 
" continued our moft violent Enemy ever fince, par- 
" ticularly at Niagara in 1759, whilft it was not in my 
" Power to have the unworthy Author punifhed. To 
" this I muft fubjoin an Inftance in the Cafe of the 
** Chief of all the Senecas, a Warriour, wbofe Influence 
" and Capacity were, and are well known here, whom I 

had 
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" had fteadily preferved in the Britifti Intereft, when 
" we were almoft totally abandoned, this Man at the 
** Eve of the late War, was thro' the Means of Liquor 
" feduced by fome Agents at Albany to fubfcribe his 
" Name to an Indian Deed for a Traft within the 
" Bounds of Pennfylvania, but claimed by the Con- 
" nedicut People, in Virtue of their obfolete Charter, 
" which extended their weftern Limits to the South 
" Seas. This being a moft iniquitous Proceeding 
" highly refented by the Six Nations ; the few who fub- 
*^ fcribed to it became obnoxious to the reft, particu- 
" larly the Chief before mentioned, fo that he was 
" obliged to fly to the French for Protedion, who fo 
" far won upon him, that he with a powerful Party 
" who followed his Fortunes took up Arms fhortly 
** after, attacked a Body of Provincials at Lake George, 
" whom they totally defeated and killed 45. Since 
** which he was concerned in the moft important Ser- 
" vices againft us, cut off fome of our Settlements, and 
" occafioned the Deaths of more than 400 of our 
" People. Thefe, it is prefumed, will fuflice to fhew 
**the EfFeds of the Refentment of a few Indian Indi- 
" viduals." 

Such being the Caufes of DifafFeftion, and fuch the 
Motives ftill remaining with the French to encourage 
Indian Hoftilities, there was wanting only a Leader 
around whom to Rally and upon whom to rely for 

Direftion 



Digitized by 



Google 



IntroduSiion. xvii 

Direftion and Counfel, and fuch a Chieftain was found 
in the Perfon of Pontiac. 

By Merit as well as by Birth he had gained the 
Pofition of principal Chief of the Ottawas, and his 
Achievements and Talents had gained him an Influence 
fcarcely lefs powerful over theOjibwas, Pottawottamies, 
and in faft over almoft all the Races of the Algonquin 
Stock. The Seneca Tribe of the Six Nations were 
alfo brought into this Alliance, and led by this ener- 
getic, crafty and vindidive Enemy of the Englifti to 
unite in a Plan for the fimultaneous Deftrudion of the 
Pofts along the whole Frontier, as the Prelude of a 
general War of Extermination. 

Pontiac was about fifty Years of age. He was a 
Friend to the French, whofe Fortunes he ardently de- 
fired to retrieve in Canada, and from whom he had 
without doubt been promifed large Reinforcements 
and unlimited Supplies. The Merchandife ftored at 
Detroit and other Pofts in the Interiour, at the Time 
Hoftilities began, were alone fuflicient to provoke the 
Cupidity of the Savages, with much fewer Grounds for 
Grievance than adually exifted, and at Detroit alone, 
the Value of Goods was eftimated at half a million 
Pounds Sterling.^ 

In the Code of Indian Warfare, that Meafure is 
honourable which is fucceflfful, and Treachery, Craft and 
Force may be alike employed, as Circumftances favour 

^ Lanman's Hift. Michigan, p. 107, 
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one or another* With thcfe People, a Parole of Honour 
or the Obfervance of a Truce, would have been faith- 
fully kept only fo far as a Fear of Confequences com- 
pelled them, and the Incidents concerning the Deten- 
tion of Col. Campbell and Lieut. M cDougal, as re- 
lated in the foUowing Pages, furniihes but one of a 
Multitude of Inftances which Hiftory affords in Proof 
of the FaA, that the Natives knew no Code of 
Honour where an Advantage could be gained by a 
Breach of Truft. 

The Hatred felt by the Indians towards the Englifh, 
began to aflume a centralized and efficient Form in 
1762, in the Fall of which Year Pontiac fent Meffen- 
gers with War Belts far and wide, calling every where 
upon the Warriours of his Race to unite and at a con- 
certed Moment to fall upon and deftroy the neareft 
Military Pofts of the Engliih, aiTuringthem that their 
Father, the Grand Monarch, would fuftain them in 
their Effort, and that they would be able to drive 
thefe hated Engliih from their Land. 

The Incidents which marked the Execution of this 
Defign are related in the following Pages, and the high 
Degree of military Merit which faved Detroit from the 
Fate of many other Frontier Pofts, will long remain a 
Subjeft of Admiration. 

The Diary printed in the following Pages, we be- 
lieve to be now for the firft time publilhed, and although 
its Author is unknown, we have Reafon to infer from 

feveral 
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feveral Allufions to himfelf, and References to other 
Records kept along with it, that he was the Secretary 
of the Commandant, and that he was fully in his Con- 
fidence. The Manufcript is all in one Hand-writing, 
and is written upon about half a dozen Sizes of Paper, 
which were evidently in loofe Sheets at the Time, and 
have fince been bound in one Volume. 

It was purchafed from a Bookfeller in London, and 
its former Owner had begun to print it ; but finding, 
after getting through thirty-two Pages, that the Sheets 
had not been bound up in Chronological Order, the 
Enterprife was abandoned, until it came into the 
Hands of the Publilher of the prefent Series. It bears 
conclufive Evidence of Authenticity, and is believed to 
offer new and valuable Contributions to our Knowledge 
of the Events to which it relates. 

The Tribes, one by one, were gradually won back to 
Peace with the Engliih through the Addrefs of Sir 
William Johnfon and others, whofe Sagacity led them 
to this Pacification by Detail, rather than to attempt a 
general Treaty with all the hoftile Tribes, as this might 
lead to a Union among them that would be dangerous 
in its Tendencies and diflicult to controul. 

The Pride and Hatred of Pontiac long kept him 
aloof from thefe Negotiations, and many an ineffeiftual 
Effort he made to interrupt them ; but the final and 
conclufive Intelligence of Peace between France and 
England, received from the French thcmfelves, at 
C length 
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length convinced them that the laft Hope of Succour 
had vanifhed, and that no Effort of theirs could Benefit 
their loved and cheriftied Allies, or controul the Pro- 
grefs of the Englifh, 

Pontiac concluded a Peace with George Croghan, 
Deputy of Sir William Johnfon, at Detroit, in Auguft, 
1765, and promifed to meet Sir William at Ofwego in 
the Spring following to ratify the Peace in Perfon, and 
from this Vifit he returned laden with Gifts to the 
Maumee, where he fpent the fucceeding Winter. In 
1767, new Sources of Annoyance to the Indians were 
encountered by the Infults and Aggreffions of the 
Frontier Settlers, and a brief but bloody War enfued 
on the Borders of Virginia, in which Pontiac is not 
known to have been concerned. During the Summer 
of 1767, he went to the Illinois, and foon after repaired 
to St. Louis to vifit his Friend St. Ange, who then 
commanded at that Poft. He was treated with great 
Kindnefs, and two or three Days after, hearing that a 
large Number of Indians were affembled at Cahokia, 
on the oppqfite Side of the River, for fome focial Pur- 
pofe, he refolved to crofs over and fee what was in 
Progrefs. Hp wa^ advifed to the Contrary, but rely- 
ing upon his own Cpurage and feeing no Dj^nger, he 
went. 

The clofing Scene of his Life we cannot fp well re- 
late as in the Language of Francis Parkman, Jr., of 
Bofton, whofe beautifully written Hiftory of the Con- 

fpiracy 
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fpiracy of Pontiac, evinces a great Amount of Refearch, 
and a high Degree of literary Merit. 

* * "The Place was full of Illinois Indians; fuch 
" a Scene as in our own Time may often be met with 
" in fome fqualid Settlement of the Border, where the 
" vagabond Guefts, bedizened with dirty Finery, tie 
" their fmall Horfes in Rows along the Fences, and 
" ftroU idly among the Houfes, or lounge about the 
" Dram-lhops. A Chief fo renowned as Pontiac could 
" not remain long among the friendly Creoles of Ca- 
" hokia without being fummoned to a Feaft ; and at 
" fuch primitive Entertainment the Whifkey Bottle 
" would not fail to play its Part. This was in truth 
" the Cafe* Pontiac drank deeply, and, when the 
" Caroufal was over, ftrode down the Village Street to 
" the adjacent Woods, where he was heard to fing the 
" Medicine Songs, in whofe magick Power he trufted 
" as the Warrant of Succefs in all his Undertakings. 

" An Englifh Trader, named Williamfon, was then 
"in the Village. He had looked on the Movements 
" of Pontiac with a Jealoufy probably not diminifhed 
" by the Vifit of the Chief to the French at St. Louis ; 
" and he now refolved not to lofe fo Favourable an 
" Opportunity to defpatch him. With this View, he 
" gained the Ear of a ftroUing Indian belonging to the 
" Kafkafkia Tribe of the Illinois, bribed him with a 
" Barrel of Liquor, and promifed him a farther Reward 
" if he would kill the Chief. The Bargain was quickly 

made. 
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* made. When Pontiac entered the Foreft, the Aflkf- 
^ fin dole upon his Track, and watching his Moment, 
' glided behind him, and buried a Tomahawk in his 

* Brain. 

" The dead Body was foon difcovered, and ftartled 

* Cries and wild Howlings announced the Event. 

* The Word was caught up from Mouth to Mouth, 

* and the Place refounded with infernal Yells. The 

* Warriours fnatched their Weapons. The Illinois 

* took Part with their guilty Countryman, and the few 

* Followers of Pontiac, driven from the Village, fled 

* to fpread the Tidings and call the Nations to Re- 

* venge. Meanwhile the murdered Chief lay on the 

* Spot where he had fidlen, until St. Ange, mindful of 

* former Friendlhip, fent to claim the Body, and 

* buried it with warlike Honours, near his Fort of St. 

* Louis. 

" Thus bafely perilhed this Champion of a ruined 

* Race. But could his Shade have revifited the Scene 

* of Murder, his favage Spirit would have exulted in 
^ the Vengeance which overwhelmed the Abettors of the 

* Crime. Whole Tribes were rooted out to expiate it. 

* Chiefs and Sachems, whofe Veins had thrilled with 
^ his Eloquence, young Warriours, whofe afpiring 

* Hearts had caught the Infpiration of his Greatnefs, 

* muftered to revenge his Fate, and from the North 

* and the Eaft, their united Bands defcended on the 

* Villages of the Illinois. Tradition has but faintly 

preferved 
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" preferved the Event ; and its only Annalifts, Men 
*^ who held the inteiline Feuds of the Savage Tribes in 
" no more Account than the Quarrels of Panthers or 
"Wild-cats, have left but a meagre Record. Yet 
" enough remains to tell us that over the Grave of 
" Pontiac more Blood was poured out in Atonement 
" than flowed from the Hecatombs of flaughtered 
" Heroes on the Corpfe of Patroclus ; and the Rem- 
" nant of the Illinois who furvived the Carnage re- 
" mained for ever after funk in utter Infignificance. 

" Neither Mound nor Tablet marked the Burial- 
" place of Pontiac. For a Maufoleum, a City has rifen 
" above the Foreft Hero ; and the Race whom he 
•' hated with fuch burning Rancour trample with un- 
" ceafing Footfteps over his forgotten Grave." 

The Papers which follow the Diary in this Volume 
are now moftly printed for the firft Time, from original 
Manufcripts in the State Library at Albany, and will 
be found to have an interefting Relation to the Con- 
fpiracy of Pontiac and the Wars of that Period. The 
Alarms which thefe Events occafioned on the Frontier 
were fcarcely lefs DiftreflTmg than aftual Hoftilities, and 
thefe were often greatly aggravated by Rumours of In- 
vafions and Murders which proved groundlefs and ab- 
furd. The Refources of the Country, and the Spirit 
of the Inhabitants were, however, tefted by this Crifis, 
and Hiftory is enriched with Details, which might not 
have been otherwife preferved. 

Albany, Feb. i, i860. F. B. H. 
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Detroit, May i, 1763. 

HE I ft of May Pondiac, the moft 
confiderable Man in the Ottawa Na- 
tion, came here with about 50 of his 
Men,^ & told the Commandant^ that in a 
few Days when the reft of his Nation came 
in he intended to come and make him a 
formal Vifit, as is the Cuftom with all the Na- 




^ The Pontiac MSS. quoted by 
Parkman and afcribed to a French 
Prieft, fays the Party numbered 
forty. The Commandant in writ- 
ing to Sir Jeffrey Amherft, ftates 
the Number as fifty. They came 
for the nominal Purpofe of dancing 
the Calumet Dance and declaring 
their Friendfhip for the Englifh, 
but in reality to afcertain the 
Strength of the Garrifon, and the 
Nature and Extent of their Means 
of Defence. While moft of then) 



May I. 



were dancing, the others were ftroll- 
ing about the Premifes, narrowlv 
examining everything.-— fPtfriw^i/r/ 
Pontiac, p, 201. 

^ Major Henry Gladwyn, had 
but a (hort Time previous to this 
Date, fucceeded Major Campbell in 
the Command of this Poft. He 
had accompanied Braddock in his 
unfortunate Ejcpedition in I755> 
was made Captain in the 80th or 
Gage's Ligh( Arpied Foot, Dec. 25, 
tions 
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^7^3' tions once a Year.^ The yth he came with all the 
^^ Ottawa and Part of feveral other Nations, but we few 
- from their Behavior & from Reports that they were 
not well intentionedj upon which the Commandant 
took fuch Precautions that when they entered the Fort 
(tho they were by the neareft ace*" about jcxd hundred 
and arm'd with Knires, Tomahawks, & a great many 
with Guns cut ftiort and hid under their Blankets) 
they were fo much furpriz'd to fee our Difpofitions 
that they wou'd fcarcely fit down to Council ; however 
in about half an Hour after they faw that we were pre- 
pared for the worft, they fat down & made feveral 
opeaches which were anlwer'd as calmly as if we did 
not fufpeft them at all, and after receivmg fome To- 
bacco & Bread & fome other Prefents they went away 
to their Camp.* This Morning a Party lent by him 
for that Purpofe took Capt. Robinfon & Sir Robert 



1757, and commiflioned Major of 
that Re^inent, June 20, 1759. In 
December of die Year foUowing* he 
became a Major ia the r^;ular 
Army. 

He continued in Command at De- 
troit throngh the Scige of Poittiac, 
and undl relieved, Aug. 51, 1764* 
upon the Arrival of the Army un- 
der Col. Bradfbeet. 

He was promoted to the Rank of 
lieocenant-Colonel, Sept 17, 1763> 
and to that of Major-General, Sept. 
26, 1782. He died at Stubbing, 
near Chefterfield, Coimty of Derby, 
Engknd, lone 22, 1791. 

' Referrii^ to the Ojibwa, Pot- 
tawattamie and Wyandot Tribes, 
who were leagued together in this 
finterpnle. 



^Other Authorities ftite that bat 
fixty Indians were pemutted 10 en- 
ter the Fort. All the Troops and 
Employees about the Premifes were 
drawn up in military Array, mad as 
Pontiac and his Men pafled on to the 
Council Houie, he found Major 
Gladwyn and his Officers filOHg 
armed with Swords and Piflob. It 
was erident that the Purpoic of the 
Vifit was underftood, and the crafqr 
Sav^ was overawed. As he came 
to that Part of his Speech in which 
he was to have given the Signal for 
Atuck, a roll of Drunu aad ckUh 
of Arms at the Entrance confiifed 
him, and he fat down. The Com- 
mandant has been ccnfured for not 
deuinii^ him, which he probably 
would have done h^l he iul^pe£kcd 
the Extent of the Plot. 

Davcr^ 
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Davers in a Bai^e near the Mouth of Lake Huron, 
which Capt. Robinfon went to found. They with 
Part of the Boat's Crew were put to Death,^ the reft 
they took Prifoners as we were afterwards informed. 
The 8th Pondiac returned with a Pipe of Peace in 
order to afk Commandant leave to come next Day with 
his whole Nation to bury all bad Reports, but the 
Commandant wou'd not give him leave but told him 
if he had anv thing to fay he might come with the reft 
of the Chiefs and he would hear them. However in- 
ftead of coming the 9th in the after Noon he ftruck his 
Camp and crofTd the River within J a Mile of the 
Fort,<^ but being informed by the Interpreter that he 
would not be permitted to come in, he embark'd again 
& he commenced Hoftilities by killing the King's 
Cattle that were on an Ifland about 3 Miles from the 
Fort, 7 with the People that took care of them, and a 
poor Englifh Family that had juft built a little Houfe 
there,^ as alfo another Englifti Family that liv'd juft 
behind the Fort.^ He alfo cut of the Communication 



1763- 

May. 



* An anonymous Letter, dated at 
Detroit, July 9, 1763, and printed 
in the Pennfylvania Gazette, Nos. 
1,807, 1,808, ftates that the Body 
of Sir Robert Davers was boiled 
and eaten. Mr. Paully (whoie 
Efcape from the Enemy b elfewhere 
noticed) faw the Stun of Capt. 
Robeijfon's Arm in ufe as a To- 
bacco Pouch. Thefe Murders oc- 
curred May 9, 1763. — Parkmarfs 
Fontiac, p. 207. 

• The Ottawa Camp had previ- 
ouily been about five Miles above 
on the eaft Side of the River. 



^ lile au Cochon or Hog Ifland, 
is now on the American Side of the 
National Boundary. It is two Miles 
long and one wide. 

•The Perfon killed here was 
named James Fiflier, who had been 
a Sergeant of the Regulars. A fur- 
ther Account of this Murder is ^ven 
in Rogers's Narradve in the fubfc- 
guent Pages of this Volume. His 
Wife and four Soldiers are by fomc 
Accounts reported as having been 
murdered at the fame Time. — 
Thatcher, Lanman. 

•This Family was that of an 

from 
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from the Fort to the Inhabitants on each Side fo that 
we cou*d not get the leaft Thing brought into the Fort. 
He told the Inhabitants that the firft of them that 
Aiou'd bring us any Provifions or any thing that cou'd 
be of any Service to us, they wou'd put that Family to 
Death. They alfo furrounded the Fort & fired a vaft 
Number of Shots at it and the Veflels which were an- 
chor'd fo as to flank the Fort both above and below. ^^ 
The Garrifon lay upon the Arms all Night, not being 
above 120 Men,ii Merchants, Sick & Officers. The 



Englifh Woman, named TumbuU, 
who lived outfide of the Fort on a 
diihint Part of the Common. Ma- 
jor Gladwyn had given her a Piece 
of Land for her Refidence.— Zai- 
mat^s Michigan, 106. 

'^^ There were two final! armed 
Veflels lying before the Fort at this 
Time, named the Beaver and the 
Gladwyn. They rendered efficient 
Service in the Siege, and kept the 
Enemy from approaching by Water. 

^^ The Garrifon at the Be^ning 
of the Siege confifled of one hundred 
and twenty-two Men and eight Offi- 
cers, befides about forty Fur-traders 
and Engagees, who were more in- 
clined to the French and were will- 
ing to be neutral. The Fort was 
Quadrilateral, with one Side near 
the water's Edge, and confided of 
a fingle Row of Palifades twenty- 
five feet high, with Block-houfes over 
the Gates and at the Angles. It 
contained two Six-pounders, one 
Three-pounder and three Mortars, 
badly mounted and calculated rather 
to infpire Terror than to do Exe- 
cution among the ikuUdng Savages 



who fo affiduoufly watched the Fort, 
feldom venturing in Numbers within 
Range of the great Guns, but ready 
to take off the unlucky Pcrfon who 
might chance to fhow his Head 
above the Pickets, or his Body be- 
fore a Port hole. 

This Enclofure contained about 
100 fmall Dwellings, dofely built 
upon narrow Streets, a Council- 
houfe, a fmall Church and Barracks 
for the Troops. A wider Street, 
called the Cbemin du Ronde, led 
around the Buildings adjacent to the 
Pickets. The Buildings were of 
Wood and very liable to be (et on 
Fire by burning Arrows. The 
Church was particularly ezpofed to 
this Cafualty, as it flood near to the 
Palifades, but the Indians were 
threatened by the French Pried with 
the anger of the Great Spifit, if they 
did not defift from their Attempts 
to fire this Building. The Garrifon 
by keeping conftant Watch and 
plenty of Water in Ciftems, pre- 
vented Fires from taking. The 
River is here half a mile Wide. — 
Dijcourfe of Lewis Ca/s, before the 
Hift, Soc. of Michigan, Sept. 18, 
1829, p. 29. 

lOth 
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lOth they furrounded it again and fired very brifkly tilJ 
about II or 12 o* Clock when they made fome Propo- 
fals for an Accommodation (which was lucky for us, 
as it gave us Time to get Provifions in to the King's 
Store as we had not above three Weeks at fliort allow- 
ance), and Capt. Campbell and Lieut. McDougal,^^ 
with the principal Part of the French, who faid they 
would be anfwerable for their Return, went out to hold 
a Council with him, but as foon as Pondiac got them 
in his Poffeflion, he chang'd his Mind & would not 
come to Terms as he had a few Hours before promif 'd 
the French, who feem'd to do all in their Power to 
make him difperfe his People, but on the contrary fent 
Word td the Commandant that he muft leave the Fort 



1763. 
May. 
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^2 Major Donald Campbell had 
been fuccceded by Gladwyn but a 
few Days before. M. Gouin, a 
friendly Canadian, finding that thefe 
Men were in great Danger, haftily 
fent a Meflage for them not to come 
out, but as they had already darted 
with La Buite, one of the Interpre- 
ters and fome other French, they 
would not heed the Warning and 
paiTed on. When they came to a 
riling Ground, beyond which the 
Indians lay, the latter ran yeUing 
towards them, as if they were pri- 
foners running the Gauntlet, but 
Pontiac allayed the Tumult, and led 
them to a Lodge, where fome few 
Words were fpoken, but on their 
propofing to Return they found 
themfelves Prifoners. They were 
quartered in the Houfe of M. Me- 
loche, near Parent Creek, and clofely 
guarded, but otherwife well treated 
for the Prefent. Two Indians had 
been detained in the Fort a few 



Days before, and were ftill in the 
Hands of the Englifh, which doubt- 
lefs prevented the Savages from Ads 
of Violence at this Time. 

On the 4th of July following, a 
Nephew of an Ojibwa Chief, was 
killed and fcalped by a Party from 
the Fort. Upon hearing this News, 
the enraged Uncle ran to the Houfe 
of Meloche, feized Major Camp- 
beU, bound him fad to a Fence and 
killed him with Arrows. He was 
afterwards ihockingly mangled, and 
it was reported that his Heart was 
eaten by the Savages. Lieut. Mc- 
Dougall inflantly fled, and fucceed- 
ed in reaching the Fort in Safety. 
Some Authors have Ibted that the 
Murder of Major Campbell was 
approved by Pontiac, wlule others 
affirm that he was highly offended, 
and that the Murderer was obliged 
to efcape beyond his Reach.— 
ParkmaiCs Pontiac ^ 211, 260; 
MSB. Sir Wm. Jobnfon, vol. vii. 

as 
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I763- as M . Bell Etre did, that was to fay to take Provifion 
^y* enough with him to cany him to Niagara, but to leave 
all the Merchandise.^ To which the Commandant 
anfwer'd that he cou'd not come to any Terms with 
him until he fent back Capt. Campbell & Lieut. Mc- 
Dougal, for whom he wou'd give up the two Potta- 
wattamies that he had detained for them. The Garri- 
fon lay on their Arms all Night as ufual. We were 
at the fame Time told by fome French that they 
thought the beft thing we cou'd do wou'd be to fave 
ourfelves in the Veffels, as there was looo, fome iaid 
1500 Indians ready to fall upon all Sides of the Fort, 
but they got for Anfwer that if in cafe they were three 
times a numerous there was not an Officer or.^* 
12 In the Morning Pondiac fent another Meflage de- 
firing the Fort to be given up, as before, to which the 
Commandant gave an equivoc^ Anfwer to gain Time, 
to get Provifion, having for two Nights before em- 
ploy'd fome French Men to put fome Com and Pares 
Geefe on board the Veflels unknown to the Indians. 
The twelfth in the Morning they furrounded the Fort 
& fired upon it and the Veflels for about four Hours 
very brifkly, tho at fo great a Diftance that we had but 
one Man {lightly wounded in the Fort and another on 
board one of the VeflTels* We kill'd three or four of 
them and wounded nine or ten. We fet fire to fome 
out Houfes from behind which they annoy'd us. The 
Garrifon lay upon their Arms on the Rampart all 
Night, as they had done for three Nights before. The 

^ M. P. de Beletere was the laft Rangers to Philadelphia. — Rtgers^s 

French Commandant at Detroit, J§urjuii, p. 229. 
before its Surrender to the Engliih 

in the Autumn of 1760. He was **The Sentence in the Manu/cript 



fent with the other Prifbners under thus ends abruptly, 
the Care of Lieut. Hohaes and thirty 



thirteenth 
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thirteenth in the Morning we heard that the Hurons 
had interfepted one Chapman,^ with five Battoes or 
Canoes loaded with Merchandize, amongft which they 
got fixteen half Barrels of Powder and fome Rum, & 
that they were all drunk with it, upon which H op- 
kins, ^^ with twenty-five Men, among whom were Nlr. 
Starling, Mr. Watkins and McCormick, Volun" went 
on board the Sloop in order to go oppofite the Huron 
Village, ^^ and under the fire of her Cannon to land 
and bum it with their Booty and their Corn, the Wind 
being favorable to go up or down the River, but un- 
luckily before he got Halfway there the Wind fhifted 
and he was obliged to return, but by the Fire that the 
Huron kept while the Veflel was under Sail it did not 
appear that thev were Drunk or off their Guard. They 
conftantly fired, on the Fort & Vcflfels till dark, but 
without doing the leaft Damage. This Afternoon 

^* Chapman wai a Trader, who, 
without lufpcAing Hoftilities, was 
approaching Detroit. Hcckewddcr 
relates (^H0. Ind. Nat. 250), of a 
Man of this Name, and perhaps the 
PerioB here referred to, that after 
being kept fome Time by a French- 
man, the Indians refoived to bum 
him alive. He was bound to the 
Stake, and the Flames were kindled, 
when in the Agonies of that Moment 
an Indian handed him a Bowl of 
Broth. Upon touching it with his 
Lips, it was found boiling hot, and 
in an Inftant he threw the Diih and 
its Contents into the Face of the 
Savage. ** He is mad ! he b mad V* 
ihouted the Crowd, and haftily 
quenching the Fire, they relieved 
him from his horrid Fate and fet 
hita at Liberty. The fuperftitious 



Awe with which the Natives regard- 
ed Lunatics and Idiots, has been 
often remarked by HiAorians, and 
aids in explaining fome fbiking In- 
cidents in their Annals. Chapman 
was brought in and furrendered July 
12th, 1763. 

^^ Captain Hopkins had Charge 
of a Company of Rangers, and in 
the numerous Skirmifhes and Sorties 
that occurred during the Siege, he 
is often mentioiKxl as having had 
the CommaQd* 

^ The HMToa Village lay Eaft of 
the River, a ihort Diftance below 
Detroit. A Miifionary of the Order 
of Carthufian Friars, by Permillion 
of the Biihop of Canada refided 
t\itx^,^^Carver's Travels^ p. 92. 
Durn*d 
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burn'd fcvcral out Houfes from behind which they 
annoy'd us. The Garrifon lay on Ramparts as ufual. 

The twelfth in the Evening Pondiac icnt in another 
Meflage demanding the Fort, at the fame Time faving 
that the firing (hou d feafe until an Anfwer was fent ; 
this was to get Time to bring of the Dead and 
Wounded that had fallen in the Morning as appeared 
from about thirty or forty of them coming about the 
Fort without Arms immediately after the Meffenger 
arrived, but not fo near as to be taken; after this 
Meffenger ariv'd we found that the Corn, Flower & 
Bare's Greafe that we had put on board the Veffels & 
that we found in the Fort would laft us for upwards of 
three Months. 

The Anfwer to the above Meflage is in the Memo- 
randum of the 1 6th. 

The fourteenths^ they began firing at about eleven 
o'clock and continued till dark, not daring to approach 
nearer than the neareft Houfes that cou'd cover them, 
which was upwards of two hundred Yards off. They 
fir'd a great deal but more upon the Veffels than on 



^* Major Gladwyn appears to 
have (ucceeded this Day in getting 
off a Letter to Gen. Amherft, as 
appears from an EpifUe of the latter 
to Col. Bradftreet, Q. M. G., dated 
June 22, 1763 : 

• * * " Major Gladwyn writes 
me of the 14th May, that the De- 
troit was inveiled by a large Body 
of Indians; but that the Garrifon 
was in high Spirits, and he was in 
Hopes of being able to defend the 
Place untill he received fome Suc- 
cours from Niagara ; Si Major Wil- 
(cips acquaints me he had, inunedi- 



ately on the Arrival of the Schooner 
from the Detroit, font off a Rein- 
forcement of fifty Men with a Lieu- 
tenant and non-commiffioned Offi- 
cers, which I truft will have arrived 
in Time to fave the Place. I well 
know that you are always ready, 
however I think it neceflary to ac- 
quaint you to be prepared for move- 
ing at a moment's Warning, as, if 
the Savages are not quickly reduced, 
I believe I (hall employ you on a 
Command which I am certain will 
be agreeable to you." — Bradftreet 
Sc Amberft Papers, p. 140. 

the 
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the Fort. We had this Day a Scarjcant and one pri- 17^3* 
vate Man wounded.^ ^^1\ 

Laft Night thefe Indians made a kind of Breaftwork 
between the Fort and Mr. St. Martin Houfe of fome 
Pickets that he had for a Garden.^^ This Morning 
we cut two Embrafures through the Stockades for two 
four Pounders with which we intended to diflodge them 
in cafe they (hould return again. But inftead of their 
coming to fire in the Manner they had done yefterday, 
there was only a few of them came and began firing 
fcattering Shot at eleven o'Clock & continued fo till 
the Evening which we did not mind. This Morning 
a Party went out and burn'd the remainder of the 
Houfes that was near the Fort from behind which they 
annoy'd the Veflels. They day before yefterday we 
were informed that Mr. Rutherford,^ wno wa$ with 
Capt. Robinfon, was not kill'd but remains a Prifoner 
with the Indians. 

The Garrifon lay on their Arms to night as ufual. 

The Anfwer the Commandant fent to the verbal i^ 
Meflage that Pondiac fent the lath in the Evening 
was, That he was not fent here to give up the Fort to 
Indians, and advifed Pondiac to difpcrfe his People 
and take care of his Ammunition to hunt with. 

This Morning at 1 1 0' Clock they began to fire fcat- 

^* St. Mardn, a French Intcrpre- fubfe<juendy purchafcd by M. Cuc- 

tcr, lived near the Fort, and his fiere, from the Indians^ for iS8o 

Houfe was a convenient Point from worth in Goods, but Fontiac upon 

whence the Indians might annoy learning the Fa£t went with a Body 

the Garrifon. The Owner appears of fSty Men and reclaimed him, 

to have been very kindly dtfpofed faying it was not a good Precedent 

toward the EngltHi, and on the 30th to fell Prifoners to the French. He 

of June withdrew with his Family efcaped to the Fort on the lirft Day 

into the Fort. of AM^^.'-^LanrnMifs Hift, Mubi- 

gan, 108. 
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«763- tering Shot from Mr. S* Martins Houfe & Mr. Ba- 
^J^ bieSj^i and continued till Evening, but without doing 
,5 us any Damage. 

The moft of the Inhabitants afTembled themfelves 
to day to fpeake to Pondiac, who told them before he 
would give over his Defign he wou'd fend two French- 
men and two Indians to the Illinois to inform himfelf 
whether what we had told him with regard to the Peace 
was true or not, & as to Capt. Campbelle & Lieut. 
McDougal he wou'd take care of them, and deliver 
them to the Commandant that he had fent for from 
the Illinois. 

This Day a few Shot were fired as ufual from Mr. 
Babies & Mr. S* Martins Houfes at the Veflels with- 
out doing any Execution. The Garrifop lay on the 
Ramparts. 
^7 This Day there was not above a dozen Indians ap- 

peared within fight of the Fort, who did not fire above 
twenty Shot. The Garrifon lay on the Rampart. 
J^ This Day a few Shot were fired from S' Martins & 

Babie as ufual without Damage. The Garrifon lay on 
the Ramparts. 
'9 This Day we were very auiet, not having ten Shot 

fired at us. We were laft Night informed that there 
was upwards of 150 Indians gone to the Mouth of the 
River to interfept fome Party's that we expe<9:ed from 
Niagara, upon which the Commandant ordered the 
Scooner to be got ready for Sea to fend her down to 
cover t em in cafe they came fafe to the Mouth of the 

^ M. Babie, a Frenchman in ea(y ing fuch of hb Goods as he could 

Circumftances, evinced the greatefl remove, and leaving the Remainder 

Friendftiip to die Englifti, and fe- at the Mercy of the Indians. His 

credy fumifhed them with Provi- Houfe was burned by the Englilh 

lions, at a Time when they were as a precautionary Meafure on the 

much needed. He came into the 25thofAuguft. 



Fort with his Family, July 3, brin|;- 



River. 
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River. We alfo receiv'd fome Letters laft Night from ij^S* 
Fort S' Jofephs by an Indian that we had fent from ^^ 
here, every thing there feem'd quiet and the Indians 
declared great deal of Friendfhip for the Garrifon. 

This Evening a Man that was taken Prifoner fix 
Days ago by fome Ottawas and Mingoes in the Huron 
River ariv'd here by the Affiftance of two or three 
Frenchmen that were coming down that River. He 
inform'd us that he was hired with one Crawford a 
Trader who was on his way Home, that about 15 In- 
dians met with them and laid down their Arms and 
call'd them Brothers, but after having reconnoiter'd 
them and finding they had a great quantity of Peltry 
fell upon them and took them all Prifoners and oblig'd 
them to return with them to a carrying Place on a fmall 
River that runs into the Miamis, from whence he 
made his Efcape as the Indians took him from a 
French Man, he fpeaking a little French. 

The Garrifon lay on the Ramparts as ufual. 

The 21. At eleven o'Clock the Scooner fail'd for 21 
the Mouth of the River with a N. E. Wind.22 No 
Indians appeared near the Fort to day till the After- 
noon when a few came and fired fome Shot at the 
Sloop* 

At fix in the Evening it was reported the Scooner 
was run aground, upon which all the Indians gathered 
themfelves together to attack her, but the foremoft 
Cannoe having one Man kill'd by a Shot from her 
frightened the reft fo much that they put afhore again. 

This Morning at 8 o'Clock we were inform'd that 22 

^ Other Accounts ftate that the Erie with all her Crew, through 

Veflel which failed this Day for Nia- the Obftinacy of her Commander, 

gara, was the Gladwin^ the fmaller who could not be prevailed upon to 

of the two, and rated at about eighty take in fufficient Ballafl.^Ciirr^/ 

tons. Carver records the Faft that Travels^ p. 99. 
fhe was afterwards loft on Lake 

after 
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176)* after the Indians had attempted to attack the Schooner 
5^ flie carryed out an Anchor and hall'd off and this 
Morning arriv'd at the Mouth of the River. 

At 9 o'clock Mn S* Martin came with a Meffiige 
from the Hurons, who defir'd him to tell the Com- 
mandant that they had been forc'd into the War by the 
Ottawas, that they had taken Chapman & his Mer^ 
chandize, as alfo a Cannoe with five Englifhmen com* 
ing from Sanduflcy yefterday, among whom were Mn 
Smallman & two Jews, who muft have all ^len into 
worfe hands if they had not taken them, as they had 
not killed any of them ; they defired to know what 
Opinion the Commandant had of them, that if he 
wou'd make Peace with them they wou'd give up 
their Prifbners and pay Chapman for the Part of his 
Merchandife that fell to their Lot in the Divifion 
of them with the other Indians; to which the Com- 
mandant defir'd the Interpreter, Mn S* Martin, to 
anfwer that upon thefe Conditions he wou'd take it 
upon himfelf to make Peace with them for the Prefent 
and recommend them to the Genend,^ who he made 
no doubt wou'd make it a lafling one if their future be- 
havior fhould merit it. They alfo offered to get them- 
felves entrench'd on a fmall Ifland at the Mouth of 
the River and proteft all Merchants Boats from the 
other Nations tiiat fhould artve there. But the Com- 
mandant did not afk that of them for feveral good 
Reafons, but would rather they fhou'd perform their 
Promifes & remain quiet^ or ufe their clndeavois to 
Separate Pondiac & his followers, who at this Time 
had cut off all Communication between us and our 
Outpofb, as alfo lay in wait at different Places to in- 
tercept all Merchants that might be on their way hither, 

^ Sir Jeffrey Amherft, thenOnn^ numder4B-Chief of theBckifii forces 

in North Asfierios. 

He 
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He reign*d at this Time with moft defpotic Sway i7^3- 
over the French, making feveral of them plow Land ^^ 
for him to put Corn in the Ground, and after they ^^ 
had done wou'd kill their Cattle. Three Days ago he 
fent fix Frenchmen with fome Indians amongfl fome 
other Nations to advertife them of what he was doing 
and to bring him Word from the Illinois wheather 
what we had told him with regard to the Peace was 
true or not.^ 

We had not one Shot fir*d at us to day, notwithftand- 
ing which the Garrifon lay on the Ramparts as ufual. 

This Morning Pondiac being informed that the 2 
Scooner was on Ground, forc'd Capt. Campbelle to 
crofs the River with him in order to put him on board 
of a Cannoe to go and tell the Commander of her to 

five her to the Indians, but when he ariv*d at the 
luron Vill^e he was again inform'd that (he was in 
the Lake, upon which he retum'd. When Pondiac 
propoied this to Capt. Campbelle, he told him he 
mignt put him to death for he wou'd not go, but Pon- 
diac told him he v/ould not put him to deadli, but he 
would oblige him to go, and forc'd him.^ 
We had not one Shot fir'd at us to day. 
The Huroiis promif'd to remain neuter far five or 

^Tlic Commindanl at the Illi- ^ Other Accounts ftate that the 

nois was at this Time M. de Neyon, Schooner lay becalmed^ upon dif- 

Mrho was Rat i o n ed at FortChaitres, corering which the Indkms <ranie 

the principal Yok of the Freixdi in out in their Canoes, widi Major 

that Region. Tkn ws6 located near CampbeU in the Prow of the iore^ 

Kaika&ia, on the Miiliifippi, in the mofl as a Shield againd the Fijre of 

prcfent County of Randolph, HI. the Englilh. The brave old Officer 

It was btnlt in 1720, tmder the cafled <wit to the Crew to do their 

Aufpices of the Mifliflippi Com- Duty regardleft of the Confequences 

pany. The Capitidation of Mon- to ^mr^Parkmatfs F^mtUK, 130. 
trcal did not tnchtde the Remote 
French Pofts beyond die great 
hakes.— Broads Hifi. 11/., 165. 

fix 
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^7^h fix Days to try if they cou'd not by fome Means get 

^^y* Pondiac to feparate his People, at the Expiration of 

which Time they expefted fome of the Delaware & 

Shawany Chiefs who was to join with them & oblige 

Pondiac to come to their Terms. 

The Garrifon lay upon the Ramparts as ufual. 

2^ At about feven in the Evening the Indians fur- 

rounded us and began to fire on the Sloop and con- 
tinued till about ten o'Clock, when the People on 
board obferv'd a great Number firing from one Place 
they pointed a fix Pounder and fir d it, after which 
they did not fire ten Shot tho they had fir d upwards 
of a thoufand before ; at eleven they began to fire from 
Mr. S* Martins Houfe upon the Flag Baftion where 
we are informed there was about two hundred who 
brought Combuftibles to fet fire to the Fort, but none 
of them dare approach nearer than where they cou'd 
be cover'd, they kept a very hot Fire till after one, 
which we did not mind, hardly ever returning a Shot, 
till hearing one of them fpeaking louder than the reft 
and a great many anfwering him, the Commandant 
pointed a four Pounder at the Place loaded with a Ball 
& Grape & fir'd it, foon after which they went off, not 
firing twenty Shot after it, tho they had fir'd very 
brifkly from ii. By the death Song that they fung 
two or three times we imagine there was fome kill'd or 
wounded. The Garrifon lay upon the Ramparts. 

25 This Morning every thing was quiet till the After- 

noon all which Time we employ'd in making a kind 
of Cavalier^c to flank the Bank between Mr. S' Mar- 
tins Houfe from whence they much annoy 'd us, but at 

^A Mound of Earth, ufually an Enemy on an adjacent Hdght, or 
built in the Gorge of a Baftion, and to command the Trenches of the 
feveral Feet higher. It is ufed to Befiegers. — Brandos DiSionarj, 
defilade the Worb from the Fire of 

four 
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four in the Afternoon they furrounded us with Com- 1763. 
buftibles as yefterday, which prevented our raifing the ^^ 
Cavalier, inftead of which Mr. Watkins was fent out ^'^ 
to take with five Men to take Poffeffion of that Part 
of the Bank that the Enemy annoy'd us from the yes- 
terday, which not only prevented them from approach- 
ing but drove them away, fo that from 9 at Night we 
had not a Shot fir'd at us. The Garrifon on the 
Ramparts. 

This Morning early we put up the Cavalier. At 9 *6 
o'clock we were informed that laft Night a Party of 
Ottawas ariv'd from Sandufky who brought Enfign 
Paulle,27 the Commandant Prifoner havmg enter'd 
the Fort with a few that he thought were his Friends, 
who fiez'd him and put the Garrifon to death. The 
Ottawas that went there told the Hurons that this 
Place was taken & that their Brothers and the reft of 
the Hurons had taken iip the Hatchet againft us, not- 
withftanding which the Hurons would not confent for 
three Days. 

This Afternoon we were informed that Pondiac 
having underftood that the Veffel was ftill at the Mouth 
of the River, took Capt. Campbelle by Force as before, 
with an Intent to oblige him to go with them in order 
to take her by Treachery. They alfo took M. La 

^ Enfign Chriftophcr Paully, of barous Treatment ufually beftowed 
Sandufky, on the 1 6th of May wa^ upon Prifoners. An old Woman, 
trcacheroufly feized while in Con- whofe Hufband had died, chofc to 
verfation with feven Indians, dif- adopt him in Place of the deceafed 
armed and made Prifoner, moft of Warrior, and he accepted the Alter- 
the Garrifon under his Command native to fave his Life, but watch- 
killed, the Fort burned, and himfelf ing the firft Opportunity efcaped 
thruft mto a Canoe and taken on to and reached the Fort at Detroit, 
Detroit. On the Way he was July 4th. He had been commif- 
threatened with being burned alive, fioned an Enfign in the 60th Regi- 
and upon arriving at Pontiac's ment, Feb. 8, 1761. — farkmaifs 
Camp he was aflailed with the bar- Pontiac, 238, 260, 

Bute 
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^7^3' Bute the Interpreter & a Frenchman that could fpeake 

5JJ*^ Englifli. The Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 

27 This Morning^ at Day light we fir d two Cannon to 

advertife the Veflel that they might not be deceived as 

Pondiac intended in making them believe it was Peace. 

Every thing was quiet laft Night. 

At 3 in me Afternoon Pondiac return'd with Capt. 
Campbelle, and faid that he had demanded the Veflell, 
but the Commandant wou'd not give her up, upon 
which Pondiac told him they wou'd come & attak him, 
& he anfwer'd they might. Then he went & encamp'd 
on a neighboring Ifland, but the Veflel weighed Anchor 
& went ofl^ before Day. This Pondiac fays. 

A few Shot fir'd as ufual at the Veflfel to day and a 
few at the Fort. The Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 

We were informed to night by M, S* Martin that 
the Hurons were ftill rcfoTv'd to remain Neuter, & 
that in cafe the Ottawas oblig'd them to take up Arms 
they wou'd go off into the Woods. 

That if the reft of their Nation which were at San- 
dufky wou'd not defift they wou'd difarm them, 
«8 Nothing of Confequence today. Some Councils 

were held between the French and Indians about their 
Cattle. Some few Shots as ufual were fir'd at the Vcf- 
fel and Fort. The Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 
2Q This Morning we were inform'd that there was about 

50 Ottawas who lay in Ambuih in a Hollow way be- 
hind M. S* Martins Houfe all Day yefterday, immag- 
ining that we fhould make a Sortee as we had done 
two or three Days before to bum fome Logs that they 
had made a Breaftwork of. This we fuppofe was in 
confequence of what fome of the French told them. 

At 10 o'clock we were inform'd that two Batteaus 
were cut ofl^in the River Huron with 19 Soldiers & a 
Woman which we fuppofe muft have been Scijeant 

Shaw 
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^ Mr. SterDng was an Englifh 
Trader then at Detroit. After the 
Receipt of the Treaty by which 
Canada was confirmed to the Eng- 
lifhy he was appointed to take Charge 
of the French who were in the 
Fort 

**Thb fhould have been written 
Cujler, He had left Fort Niagara 
May 1 4th, with 96 Men in eighteen 
Boats, and a plentiful Supply of 
Frovifions and military Stores. He 
had met neither Friend nor Foe 
until he landed on the 28th at Point 
Pelee to encamp The Party was 
furprized by a great Number of In- 
dians in Ambufh. The Men threw 
down their Arms and fled to their 



Boats, hv^ of which puflied off, but 
only two of which efcaped. The 
following Letter from Niagara gave 
the firft Intelligence gf this Event to 
the Superintendent of Indian Affairs 
in America : 

Niagara, 6th June, 1763. 
Honoured Sir: By My Letter of 
yefterday you'll be fully informed of 
euery thing that come to my Hands 
fince my laft of the Month of May. ^ 
I fhall only fignify to you at Prefent 
what Accounts have come here (ince 
laft Night: firft, that the Queen's In- 
dependents upon their way to the 
Detroit, and a Serjeant and twenty 

1 This Letter relates the infolcnt De- 
mands of the Indians for Rum, but no 
HofUliti^ had then been heard of. 

from 



1763. 
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Shaw who went from this with Provifions to Michili- 
mackinac, the 17th April. 

At 3 in the Afternoon Mr. Steriing^^ rec^ a Letter 
from Mr. Rutherford informing him that on the 8th 
Inftant they were informed that by fome French People 
in the River Huron that the Indians were ill inclined 
& beg'd them to go no further, but Sir Robert [Davers] 
and Capt. Robinfon did not give much Credit to it 
and went on, that on turning a Point at the Entrance 
of the Lake they were fir'd upon by fome Indians 
who kiird Sir Robert, Capt. Robinfon & two Soldiers 
the firft Shot, the reft they took Prifoners. This 
Evening a few Shot were fir'd at the Veflel and Fort 
as ufual, without doing any Damage. The Garrifon 
lay on their Arms. 

This Morning at 8 o' Clock we had the difagreeable 3° 
Sight of eight Battoes with Provifions that a Party of 
Indians had taken belonging to a Party commanded 
by Lieut. Scuyler,^^ the [28thJ Inflant, about 14 Miles 
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1763- from the Mouth of the River; as the Affair happened 
^y\ in the Night we have no juft Accounts of the kiird & 
^'" Prifoners, but Lieut. Scuyler with two Batteaus made 
their Efcape. When they were pafTmg the Fort at 
about 600 Yards Diftance wc calFd to them, as theii: 
was but a few Indians in fome of them, & told them 
to pufli off towards the Veffel & fhe would cover them 
with her Fire, upon which the foremoft, having four 
Soldiers & two Indians^^ in it put off, the Soldiers 
fiezing the Indians & throwing them overboard and 
gain'd the Veflel notwithftanding the Fire of the In- 
dians from the Shore, The Batteau had feven Barrels 
of Pork & one of Flower on board. One of the Sol- 
diers fell overboard with the Indians whome after a 
great Struggle they tomahawked. 
, At three in the Afternoon the remainder of the Party 
that was at the Lake returned and brought two or three 
Traders Batteaus, which they lay in weight for, being 



Men of the 60th Reg^t within 25 
Miles of that Place, at 1 1 o'CIock 
at Night were attacked by a Party 
of Indians and out of 76 of the In- 
dependents only 36 rctum'd here. 

That the Old Betts Daughter has 
been informed this Day by a Seneca 
Chachim to quit this Place, as they 
have rec'd a Belt from the Indians 
about Pittfbourg to take up the 
bloody Hatchet, and that all the fur- 
rounding Indians in them' Parts are 
abfolutely determined thereupon. 
An Aniwer the Senccas have not 
given to thofe who fent the Belt till 
fuch Times as all the Shachims muft 
be iirft made acquainted of their 
Proceedings the likewife have fent 
with the Belt one Scalp that they 
took in or about Pittfbourg. You 
may depend upon me to give you 



the moft timely Notice of every 
thing that pertains to his Majcfty's 
Service in the moft diflindl Manner 
that my Capacity wiU permit & never 
Ihall fail meriting Honor'd Sir to be 
your ^thflil Servant. 

De CoUAGNe. 

The Honourable Sir Wm. Johnfon. 
-^MSS. of Sir William Jobnfim, 
voL vii. 

^ Other Accounts ftate the Num- 
ber of Indians in thb Boat as three. 
The Soldier that perifhed was drawn 
overboard by the Indian he was 
throwing out, and fome Authorities 
relate that they perifhed in each 
other's Embrace. Another Writer 
affirms that the Indian fwam afhore. 
"^Parkman's Pontiac, 233. 

inform'4 
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informed they were coming by the Prifoners they took ^7^3* 
of Mr. Cuylers Party. The Garrifon lay on the ^^ 
Ramparts as ufual. 

This Morning two drunken Indians came up to the 3' 
Fort without Arms, being hot brave, to fet Fire to it, 
but were fir d upon one of which fell on the Spot and 
the other ran away but fell in our Sight, and we fince 
hear is dead. The Indians have been fo drunk this 
two Days paft that they did not fire five Shot at us. 
The Garrilon lay on the Ramparts. 

This Morning at about 3 o'Clock two Men call'd June i. 
from the Hill behind the Fort who told us thev were 
two Traders that had made their Efcape from tne In- 
dians who we let in at a fmall Port. A Quarter of an 
Hour after a Mancall'd to the Veffd for a Boat from 
the other Side of the River, but thinking it might be 
a Decoy, we got two Frenchmen in a Cannoe who went 
brought over a Man of Capt. Hopkins Conipany who 
made his Efcape from, the Indians after Mr. Cuyler 
Defeat and croff 'd the Country from Lake ; he brought 
his Arms with him. This Day fome Indian Cannoes 
went down the River as we fuppofe to cut off fome 
more Traders Boats that is expeded from Niagara. 
The Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 

This Morning about fifteen- Can noes' went down the * 
River as we imagine to intercept fome more Traders 
that are on the way between Niagara and this Place. 

In the Afternoon a Frenchman brought in a Letter 
that was enclof'd to me from Niagara which Capt. 
Campbelle gave in, by which we were informed that the 
definitive Treaty was fign'd at London the 20th 
February. Not a Shot was fired to day. The Garri- 
fon lay on the Ramparts. 

This Afternoon a few Shots were fir'd at the Fort & 3 
Veffel as ufual. The Garrifon lay upon the Ramparts 
as ufual. This 
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This Morn)ng Mr. Cuefiere purchaf 'd Mr. Ruther- 
ford from the Indians on Condition that he fhou'd 
keep himfelf. A few Shot were fired at the Fort and 
Veuel as ufual. 

This Evening fome Indians ariv'd with four Prifon- 
ers and fome Scalps & reported that Miamec was 
taken,^^ & that the Shawanees & Delawares had com- 
menced Hoftilities at Fort Pitt.32 

This Afternoon about fifty Indians fired for an Hour 
or two at the Fort & Veflel without doing any Execu- 
tion. The Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 

This Day we were informed that the Commandant of 
Fort S* Jofeph was Prifoner with the Puttawattamies; 
we imagine that he was oblig'd to evacuate his Poft not 
having more than a hundred weight of Flour the 12 
May and in attempting to come here was taken.^^ It 



^ Fort Miami, on the Maumec, 
under the Command of Enlign 
Holmes, was treacheroufly captured 
on the 27th of May. Holmes was 
enticed away from the Fort by a 
young Indian Girl who lived with 
him, and reprefented that a Squaw 
lay dangcroufly ill in a Wigwam not 
far off. He was (hot; the Sergeant 
who came out to learn the Caufe of 
the firing, was taken Prifoner, and 
the Remainder furrcndered at Dif- 
QTc.\ioTi.^^Parkmaf^s Pontiac, 244, 

A fimilar Veriion of this Afiair 
is recorded in this Diary for June 
8, and a further Statement June 
15th. 

^ On the 27di of May a Party of 
Indians approached Fort Pitt and 
encamped. The next Day they 
came to the Fort with Pack Horfes 
laden with valuable Furs, with which 



to purchafe Ammunition. Tidings 
of murders and burning were foon 
after brought in, and the Country 
around was fpeedily vilited by a 
diftreffing warfare in which many 
Perfons were killed, and Commu- 
nication with the reft of the Pro- 
vince was entirely cut off. On the 
28th of July it was vigoroufly be- 
fieged, but on the ift of Auguft the 
Enemy withdrew to Attack Gen. 
Bouquet, by whom they were de- 
feated in the memorable Fight at 
Bulhy Kxxn.'-Parkmai^s Pontiac, 
359- 

38 The Poft at St. Jofeph in 
Charge of Enlign Schloffer with 
fourteen Men, was furprifed on the 
Morning of May 25th, by a large 
Number of Pottawattamies, who 
came into the Fort in an infolent 
and diforderly Manner. At a given 

was 
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was alfo reported that Miamees was taken, but it was ^7^h 
reported fo many different ways that we did not be- J^^^ 
lieve it. Some Days ago Mr. Cuefiere purchaf 'd Mr. 
Rutherford from the Indians, but a Miffiffagy Indian 
ariving the Day before yefterday and informmg Pon- 
diac that they nor the Six Nations had not ftruck nor 
would not ftrike if the Peace was made, alarm'd him, 
upon which he went with fifty Men & took back the 
Prifoner, faying that it was not a good Prefident^^ 
to fell their Pnfoners, that when things come to be 
accommodated they cou'd exchange them or give them 
up as they faw occafion. Every thing quiet to day. 
The Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 

This Day the Indian Chiefs had a Council at the 7 
Puttawattamees but for what end we know not. A 
few Shot were fir'd at the Veffel & Fort as ufual. The 
Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 

Yefterday Pondiac took two Prifoners from Mr. 
Babie that he had purchaf'd from the Indians, telling 
him the fame that he told Cuefiere. 

The Council held yefterday as we are informed was to ^ 
conclude upon a Method to attack the Veffel, which 
they intend by fiting up eight Batteaux and lining them, 
with which they are to fall down the Stream and board 
her, while a great Number keeps a hot Fire upon the 
Fort. This to be done in a very dark Night. All 
quiet to day except a few Shot from S* Martins Houfe. 
The Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 

This Afternoon three Batteaux paff'd up the River 9 
that were taken by the Chippawas near the Place Mr. 

Signal, thofc within rufhed to the at Detroit, on ifjth of June. — Park- 
Gate, killed the Sentinel and ten man's Pontiac, 240. 
other Men, and took the Com- Schloflcr's Statement is recorded 
mandant and the three furviving in this Diary for June 15 th. 
Men Prifoners. He was exchanged 84 precedent. 

Cuyler 
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ly^S* Cuyler was defeated. There was eleven Perfons in 
J""^ them, two of whom were kill'd, the reft they brought 
here Prifoners. 

We were alfo well aflured that the Miamee was taken, 
as a Frenchman fpoke to the Corporal of that Garrifon 
who was Prifoner with the Indians, who told him 
that Mr. Holmes had been informed of the Defigns of 
the Indians & that he had fhut the Gates of the Fort, 
which the Indians feeing found they cou'd not take it 
but by Treachery, accordingly they employ 'd a Squaw 
that Mr. Holmes kept to bring him out of the Fort 
to bleed her Sifter who was fick in a Caban, and as 
foon as he came there three or four Ottawas who had 
hid themfelves on purpofc fired at him and kill'd him, 
then took one Welch whome they had Prifoner and went 
to the Fort & made him tell the Men if they would 
lay down their Arms they ftiould be all fav'd, upon 
which they open'd the Gates. We hear they hare car- 
ried them towards the Illinois. The Garrifon lay on 
their Arms. 
*o This Day the Puttawattamies fent Mr. Gamelin with 
a Mcflage to the Commandant defiring to change Mr. 
Schloffer for one of the Indians we have in Cuftody. 
To which the Commandant anfwer'd that they muft 
firft let him know how many Prifoners they had taken 
& what they had done with them, and gave leave, to 
four of the Chiefs with Mr. Gamelin to come within 
thirty Yards of the Fort to fpeake to the two we had 
in Cuftody, at their Requeft. In a Hour afterwards 
the whole Nation came to Mr. S* Martins Houfe 
(when the Garrifon was ordered on the Ramparts), 
where they halted and fent forward four Chiefs, who 
told they were led into the War by Pondiac, &c. ; to 
which the Commandant anfwer'd he believ'd it, & there- 
fore advifed them to difperfe & mind their hunting & 
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planting, for if they pcrfifted it wou'd end in their utter 1763- 
Ruin. To which tney hung their Heads & one of J*^^^ 
them faid he believ'd it. They faid they had fourteen 
Prifoners & Mr. Schloffer, all of whome the Com- 
mandant demanded, as one of the Indians we had in 
Cuftody was one of the firft Men in the Nation. To 
which they did not give a pofitive Anfwer but went to 
hold a Council. 

Every thing quiet to day. The Garrifon lay on the 
Ramparts. 

This Day we permitted fome more of the Puttawat- 11 
tamees to fpeak to the two we had in Cuftody. 

All quiet to day. The Garrifon lay on the Ram- 
parts. 

• Yefterday one Cavalier ariv'd from Montreal who '* 
informed us that at Grand River, within thirty Miles 
of the End of Lake Erie, feven Englifh Battoes with 
Merchandize was attack'd by fome Indians, five of 
which were taken, the other two made their efcape ; 
that there was one Lafcelle with him from Montreal at 
the fame Time who returned to Niagara. 

At five o'clock about thirty Indians ariv'd at Pon- 
diacs Camp from Saggina, who made with what he had 
in Camp 168 Indians befides 250 that went down the 
River a few Days ago as it was faid to cut off the Com- 
munication at Niagara. Neither Cavalier nor young 
Lafcelle, who ariv'd two Days before him, are yet come 
into the Fort altho Lafcelle ariv'd two Days before the 
other, they fay the Indians have threatened to kill 
them if they come nearer than a certain Diftance. 

All quiet to day. The Day before yefterday and to 
day made Sorties and burnt fome out Houfes and 
Gardens. The Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 

Yefterday and to day we buried five Corps that we 
took up in the River, two of whom we knew but the 
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^7^3' reft was fo mangled that it was impoffible for any body 
J^^ to have the le^ Knowledge of them, 
^'r" Nothing extraordinary to day. Three of the Putta- 
wattamees came and fpoke with the two we had in 
Cuftody, who declared to us that they knew nothing of 
this Affair till they ariv'd at their Village below the 
Fort, when much to their Surprize they heard a great 
firing. That they never had any Meflage fent to them 
about it, nor was they confulted in any Manner what- 
ever, but was forc'd into it by the Ottawas. Upon 
which the Commandant aflc'd them if they were the 
Slaves of Pondiac, at which they hung their Heads ; he 
then told them what he had told them before with regard 
to their difperfing, and that they wou'd fee in the End 
that the Ottawas wou'd kill Pondiac for bringing them 
into fuch an Undertaking, for that they, and every one 
that join'd heartily with them, wou'd be ruined; as they 
wou'd forfeit their Lands and be depriv'd of all the Ne- 
ceflaries of Life. Upon which they promif *d to go to 
their Camps and fend in their Corn, &c. The Garri- 
fon lay on the Ramparts. 

14 Yefterday we heard that Ouattanon was cut off" and 

the Garrifon taken to the lUinois.^^ 

Every thing quiet to day. The Garrifon lay on the 
Ramparts. 

,r This Morning between eleven and twelve o' Clock 

one of the Chiefs of the Puttawattamees (named Wafhee) 
who took St. Jofephs, came with four or five others to 
change fome of their Prifoners for the two tnat we had 

^Ouatanon was a Fort on the of the Garrifon yielded without 

Wabafh, a little below the prefcnt Refiftance. The Indians, however. 

Town of Lafayette. It was then apologized for their Condudl, by 

under the Command of Lt. Edward faying thai they afted under the In- 

Jenkins, who was taken on the firft fluence of other Tribes and againft 

of June, by Stratagem, with feveral their own better Judgments. — Park- 

of his Men, when the Remainder man^s Pontiac, 243. 
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in Cuftody, and after talking near two hours, the 1763- 
Commandant got them to confent to give Mr. Schloffer J^"^* 
and two Soldiers that they brought with them for one 
of them that he had, andpromif 'd them that when they 
brought the reft of the Prifoners he wou'd give them 
the other. They did not feem to be well contented as 
they expeded the Man of the moft Confequence in 
return for the Officer, but the Commandant was almoft 
fure that if he gave him up they would not give above 
one of the eleven that remain'd with them for the other, 
and therefore detained him. The Account Mr. Schlof- 
fer gives of the way he was taken is, that about feven- 
teen Puttawattamees came into his Fort under a Pre- 
tence of holding a Council, after they had engag'd the 
young Men of the Nation about him to jom with 
them, to whom they promif 'd all the Plunder after 
they were in the Fort, Wafhafhe the Puttawattamy 
Chief went into his Room with three or four others, 
to whom he had prefented a Belt, as he cou'd fpeak a 
little of their Language himfelf, for they had detained 
his Interpreter on the other Side of the River till every 
thing was ready, but before they had made him an 
Anfwer a Frenchman came in and told him their De- 
fign, upon which the cry was given in the Fort & they 
fiez'd him immediately & the young Men that agreed 
to join him rufh'd into the Fort, knocking down the 
Centinel and before the Men cou'd get to their Arms 
put ten of them to death, which Wamfhe tryed to pre- 
vent but in vain, the remaining three and himfelf they 
took Prifoners. After this was done all the Chiefs of 
the S* Jofeph Indians came to Mr. Schloffer and told 
him that they knew nothing of the Affair, that their 
young Men croff'd the River in the Night unknown 
to them, & defir'd him to acquaint the Commandant 
here that they were not concerned in the War, nor 
would not be. 

5 One 
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1763. One of the Soldiers we got to day was taken at 
J^ * Miamee who gives the fame Account of its being taken 
'" as we have already heard, with this Difference, tnat the 
Seij. after he heard the Shots that were fir'd at Mr, 
Holmes went out to iee what it was & was taken Pri- 
fbner, after which they brought one Walch whome they 
had Prifoner to tell them what has been already men- 
tioned, upon which they deliver d up the Fort, and 
French Colours was immediately hoifted in it, but does 
not knowwheather it was the French or Indians that 
hoifted them. This Evening we were informed from 
good Authority that Saggina Indians had been with 
Mn Labute to defire him to fpeake to the Command- 
ant to make Peace with them, that they had not yet 
enter d into the War, that is they had neither kill'd 
any body nor did they take any Merchants, To which 
Mr. Labute anfwer'd they knew well enough he dared 
not go to the Fort, that if Pondiac knew he fpoke to 
the Engiifh he would put him to death, and told them 
they muft come themfelves* 

AH quiet to day. The Garrilbn lav on the Ram- 
parts. We are allured that all the Chie& of the Hu-^ 
rons are peacibly indin'd but there is a Band of 25 
young Men that they cant bring over Part of whome 
are gone to Niagara with the Ottawaa. 
16 This Day at twelve o'Clock Wafhifae with two other 

Puttawattame Chiefs, & two Sa^ixxa Indians^^ came 
with a Flag to fpeake to the ^mmandant. A^ter 
they enter'd the Fort ooe of the PuttawaJttamees got 
up with a String o£ Wampam &i defir'd to be heardi 
That what they had already told him was true, & that 
what they were going to iay was from their Hearts, 
upon which he presented the Wampam. 

"^One of the latter was Min- Dec. I2ih, tendering his Friendr 
doghqnaj. He returned to the Fort fliip. 

He 
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He then took another String and told the Com^ i7^3- 
mandant that the two Saggina Indians were fent in the ^^ 
Name of all their Chiefs, that they were Brothers, and ** 
their Hearts inclin'd the fame way. That they the 
Puttawattamees knew nothing of the Commencement 
of the War, but were hurried into it by the Ottawas, 
but they had now buried the Hatchet and it ftiou'd 
never rife again. Upon which they prefented the 
Wampam. Then took another String & faid they had 
fent Meflengers for the reft of their Prifoners who 
fhouM be all delivered up as foon as they came in. 
Then one of the Sa^ina Indians got up with a String 
of Wampam & faidhe was fent in the Name of their 
Chief and defir'd he might be heard. That their 
Hands and ours had always been join'd fince we took 
Pofleffion of this Country, and they never (hou'd be 
parted ; that they had not enter'd into the War at all, 
that their Hearts were the fame as the Puttawattamees, 
and intended to remain fb; that he fpoke the real 
Sentiments of the Hearts of all their Chiefs, which he 
deiir'd we ihou'd believe, knowing that if he told lies 
the great God wou'd be offended at him, upon which 
he prefented the Wampam. Then the Commandant 
took a fmall Belt and defir d to know before he gave 
them an Anfwer, wheather the Puttawattamee Cniefs 
diat were there fpoke only for their Bands in particular 
or for the whole Nation, to which they anwer'd for 
the whole Nation. He then told them that he was 
glad they had open'd their Eyes and did not intend to 
perfift in a thing that muft end in their Ruin, that the 
only thing they cou'd do to convince him of their good 
Intentions wou'd be to give up the reft of their Prifoners 
and go to their Villages and tend their Corn & hunt 
That he wou'd then recommend them to the Geoeral^ 
and that they wou'd find every thing he told them was 

true. 
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1763- true. That the Peace was adually made between the 
J^ French and us, and if they perfifted in a Thing of this 
kind we fhould not only fight againft them, but the 
Canadians (the People tney thought they were fighting 
for) wou'd alfo take Arms againft them as we were 
all one. That he knew they were made to believe there 
was no Peace & that there was an Armv coming from 
the Illinois, but thofe that told them (o, told lies, & 
were their Enemies, which they wou'd fbon fee. That 
if they took his Advice & did as he defir'd them they 
might live for the Future in Tranquility as they had 
done before, and fee the Ottawas ftarving m the Woods 
for want of the Neceflaries of Life that they cou'd no 
ways get but from us. Then prefented the Belt. 

The Saggina Indians further faid that the Michili- 
mackinac Indians wou'd not ftrike and if Pondiac at- 
tempted to go towards that Poft they would prevent 
him. 

The Commandant then took another String and 
told the Sa^ina that he was glad to hear they were fo 
well inclined & that they had more fenfe than to be 
lead into a thing by the Ottawas (that wou'd be their 
Ruin). That he never intended any thing but Peace 
with them, that the Ottawas began the War without 
any Reafon, that he was well pleaf 'd with their Behav- 
ior and would alfo recommend them to the General if 
they continued at their Villages in the fame Tranquility 
that they faid they were then in. That they might be 
fure every thing he faid was true which they wou'd find 
in the End, and defir'd them not to give Ear to any 
Lies that might be fpread amongft them. Then gave 
the Wampam. Upon which the Saggina Indian faid 
he was glad to receive it, that the Chiefs wou'd believe 
when they faw his Mouth (as he call'd the Wampam) 
they were pitied. All quiet to day* The Garrifon lay 
on the Ramparts. All 
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All quiet to day. This Evening we was told that a ^7^3* 
Cannon was heard at the Mouth of the River about 1 1 J""^' 



and Ball; two Ports are planted in 137; N, T, Senate Doc, 1850, 
the Ground, about a Mile apart. No, 75, p. 81. 



and each Party having its Poft, . the 



themfelves 



17 



o'clock this Morning, which muft have been the 
Veflel ; a little after Sunfet we fir'd another to anfwer 
her. Upon the Report of the Cannon in the Morning 
feveral Indians were fent off to fee if fhe was there or 
not. The Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 

Since the firft Information that we had of the Indian 
Intention of attacking the Veffellwith Batteaux, Capt. 
Hopkins lay on board of her every Night. 

This Day the Jefuift ariv'd from Nlichilimackinac, *S 
with the difagreeable News of its being cut off by 
Treachery. The Particulars not yet come to Hand. 
All quiet to day. The Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 

This Day the Jefuift came into the Fort, and brought 19 
a Letter^ from Capt. Etherington by which we were 
informed. That the oA June the Chippawas were play- 
ing at Croff^^ at Michilimackinac (three Days after 
they had a Council with him and profeff'd a great deal 
of Friendfhip. That upon the arrival of a Canoe from 
Saggina, one Mr. Tracy a Merchant went to the Water- 
fide to {peak to them which the Indians feeing faid to 

••This Letter, dated June 12th, objcft is to propel the Ball, which 

is publiihed in ParkmaiCs Fontiac, is placed in the Centre, toward the 

p. 596, from the Original, as pre- Poft of the Adverfary. In the Ar- 

ferved in the State Paper Office of dor of Conteft, if the Ball can not 

London. It is fubftantially the fame be driven to the defired Goal, it is 

as that of Capt. Claus, given on the ftruck in any Direction by which it 

following Pages. The Jefuit refer- can be diverted from that defigned 

red to was Father Jonois, then fta- by the oppofite Party, 

tioned at L'Arbre Croche, A Game much fimilar is ftill 

played by the Iroquois of New York 

* The Game of La Crofle, or and Canada. — Carver^s Travels, 

ttway, is played with a Bat 201 ; SmitFs Hift. Wifconfin, i. 
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themfelves now is the Time, for if thefe People enter 
the Fort they will tell our Defign, upon which they 
tomahawk'd Mr. Tracy and gave the Cry, & in an in- 
ftant fiez'd Capt. Etherington & Lieut. Leflley who were 
at the Gate of the Fort looking at them playing, forc'd 
by the Gentry and cnter'd the Fort where they found 
their Squaws (who had been previoufly placed with their 
Tomahawks) with which they forc'd the Guard before 
they cou'd get under Arms, kill'd thirteen Men on the 
Spot with Lieut. Jamet who foudit with his Sword 
againft five for a long Time, but after receiving thirty- 
fix Wounds fell in their Hands after which they cut off 
his Head and kill'd fix of their Prifoners; .they pillag'd 
all the Merchants and got fifty Barrels of Powder with 
Lead in Proportion. The Ottawas took the Officers 
and eleven of their Prifoners from them whome they 
keep at the Priefts Houfe. Capt. Etherington then 
gave a written Authority to Mr. Langlad^ to Com* in 
the Fort till further Orders, and recommended him 
Mr. Langlad and one Mr. Farli to the Commandant 



^Sieur Auguftine da Lsmgbde, 
about 1750, became the Owner of 
mod of the Lands around Green 
Bay, and his Defcendants dill refide 
there. He was a Man o( Charader 
and Educadon, and retained the 
polifhed Manners of the French 
Metropolis. His Son, Charles Lang- 
lade, was a Native of this Country 
and in 1 760 was commiifioned by 
Louis XV, and appointed Second in 
Command at Michillimackinack, 
where he was refiding at the Time 
of the Maflacre. The Narrative 
of Alexander Henry, the Trader, 
g^ an unfavorable imprellion with 
regard to the Hunumity of M. 
Langlade. 



At the Time of the Attack^ at 
the Indians were purfdng the Eng- 
lifli from one Retreat to another, 
Heniy rufhed into his Houfe and 
befoi^ht him to aflbrd an Afylum. 
The Frenchman, who flood at hu 
Window watching the Slaughter, 
looked at him a Moment and then 
turned again to the Window, fhmg* 
ging his Shoulders and remarkii^ 
^jte voiulriex-V9Ms qui fen ferttis? 
^^Wbat would you have me iof* 
He afterwards wiUii^ly fubitiitted 
the Keys of his Houfe to aUow the 
Savages to fearch his Premifes for 
Englifh. — Smiths Hift. Wijeenfin^ 
i, 346; Henrfs Travels. 
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here as good Men & who did all in their Power for 
the good of the Service, as alfo the Jefuift who has a 
great deal to iay among the Indians.^^ 

All quiet to day. The Garrifbn lay on the Rani'- 
parts. 
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*^Thc Circumftances attending 
the Attack upon Micliillimackinack 
and its Capture by the Indians, on 
die 4th o/( June an aHb (ct forth in 
the following Extrad fron) a Letter 
written at Montreal by Capt. Paniel 
Claus to Sir William Johnfon : 

"•••MxAys^. Whilftlamwrit- 
ing this, my Landlord tdis me that 
Capt. [G^>i:gp] Etherington and 
Lieut {jamesi Leffley pafled the 
Door coming from Mii&lunak^ who 
I heare with aB the Traders except 
one Traley [Tracy] who was killed 
by the Enemy Ind"" were efcorted 
l^ere by the Ottawat as living near 
Aax Place. I foMowed tkem in^ 
nedSatdy to the Gov<^ and there 
learned the News of chem Pans, 
which it that a Parcell of Cluppe^ 
ways €0 4ie Number of 100 afl<aii- 
Ued near the Fort as cnftomary in 
die Spinning of Sununer, and 
Evened themfdvet flaying Foot- 
ball, aad Ca^ Ethni^gton and Mr. 
Leilqr (not fufpeding the leaft 
Treachery, havii^ then not heard 
a Woid of Detroit beii^ bcfi^ed 
by the Enemy Indians) ftood out of 
the Fort to fee (he Indians Play; 
that on a Signal pvtn by a Yell, 
they both were ieuEed and bound, 
and that the fiune Inibmt the Cen- 
tiies were tomahawked* likewiib 
Mr. James, who was Officer of the 
Day in the Foit, together with 18 
Soldiers killed and taken. ThcQ the 



Traders wctc plundered and taken 
Frifoners; that afterwards themfelves 
were dragged to the Chippeways* 
Encampment where the Spoil was 
divided, and a Council held, in 
what Manner the Oficers were to 
be put to Death. In the mean 
Time the News reached the Otttiwa 
Town 30 Miles from Miflilimaki- 
nak, who widK>ttt any Delay fat off 
armed to Miifilimakinak^ and in- 
quired into the Reafbn of the Chip- 
peways Behaviour, The latter had 
nothing to fay but that a few Days 
before the Blow, they received Belts 
of Wampff from Pontiac, the Ot- 
tawas* Chief at Detroit, in conjunc- 
tion with y^ Chiefs of their Nadon 
living there, informing them of the 
Rupture with the En^fh, and de- 
firing them to cut off Miiilim^. 
The Ottawas were furprifed and 
chagrcend and inMed upon the 
Chipways delivering up the PriA», 
&c. 

The latter to reconcile themfeives 
wkh the Oitawas, made up a Heap 
of Goods and put Mr. Lafley U 9 
Soildiers by them as their Share of 
die Prey, but thqr would not ac- 
cept of it, and demanded all the 
Prtf*». The Chipways at laft gave 
way and delivered over Mr. Laflley 
and the Sddiers and demanded a 
Ranibm ^ the Traders, which thqr 
agreed to, and being every one ex- 
chaneed they took them into their 
This 
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This Morning the Commanding Officer gave the 
Jefuift fome Memorandum of what he fhouTd fay to 
the Indians & French at Michilimackinac, as alfo to 
Capt. Etherington, as he did not choofe to carry a 
Letter faying that if he was afk'd by the Indians if he 
had any he would be oblig'd to fay yes, as he never 
told a lie in his life. He gave him a Belt to give to 
the Ottawas there, defiring him to tell them that he 
was very well pleaf 'd with their not meddling in an 
Affiiir that muft end in their Ruin. 

That if they fend their Prifoners to Montreal, it 
will convince the General of their good Intentions for 
which they will be probably well rewarded. 

To give his Compliments to Mr. Langlad and Mr. 
Farli and thank them for their good Offices which he 
exhorts them to continue. To defire them to try and 
prevent as much as poffible all Commerce with our 



Care and afterwards efcorted them 
fafc to this Place. The Officers 
and Traders can not hy enough of 
the good Behaviour of thefe Ottawas 
and Gen^ Gage is refolved to ufe 
and reward them well for their Be- 
haviour. As Capt. Etherington is 
going to Gen. Amherft, you will 
doubtlefe hear the Particulars of the 
whole Affair. By what I can find 
none but the Chipeways at Miffilim^ 
and thofe of the fame Nation Sc Ot- 
tawas at Detroit, are concerned in 
the prefent Breach. All the reft of 
the weftem Nations, and even fome 
Chipways living at the Falls of St. 
Mary would not engage or receive 
the Belts fent by Pontiac, and on 
the contrary are very well inclined 
to our Intereft, in particular the 
Nations living at La Bay, and the 
Sioux, who arc always at War with 



the Chipways 1 and if the Ind*" now 
here (among whom there are fome 
other Nat* as they come here in be- 
half of 8 Nat* to the weftward who 
aflure us of their Friendfhip) leave 
this fatisfied; it may be of infinite 
Service w<* I intend to rcprefent to 
Gen. Gage, and I believe you will 
approve of making them handfome 
Prefents as an Encouragement for 
their good Behaviour, and the only 
Means of chaftifing thofe villainous 
Nations who are the Occafion of 
this unhappy Event * * *" — MSS. 
of Sir WtUum John/on, vol. vii. 

The Circumflanccs of the Cap- 
ture of MichiUimackinack, have 
been related with great Minutenefs 
by Alexander Henry, an Eye wit- 
nefs, who narrowly efcaped the 
Maffacrc. — Henrfs Travels, 

Enemies 
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Enemies, above all Ammunition & Arms. That he 1763* 
authorizes Mr. Langlad to Command in the Fort ac- J^ 
cording to the Orders given him by Capt. Etherington 
till further Orders. 

To defire Capt. Etherington to try to advertife the 
Governor of Montreal of what has nappened as foon 
as poffible, and to fend back all Merchants that may 
be on the way, Englifh or French, if they find from 
Circumftances of AflFairs it is neceflary. To tell him 
all the News that he has heard from us that might be 
depended upon regarding the Pofts that has been fur- 
pnz'd and murdered, and that the diffinitive Treaty 
was fign'd at London the 20th of February according 
to the Articles of the Sceflation of Arms. 

This Day we heard that fome Shawanees were ariv'd 
at the Hurons who fay that all this Nation (except a 
few who watch the Motions of the Army near Fort 
Pitt) are feveral Leagues below on the Ohio, who re- 
main there to intercept the Army that is coming from 
Foit Pitt. 

That upon their receiving the Belt, they were order'd 
to ftrike againft the Englifh, upon which they com- 
menced by killing fifteen Merchants that was amongft 
them in diflferent Towns. 

Yefterday a Saggina that was in the Fort with the 
Puttawattamees was here & rec^ a Belt from the com- 
manding Officer which he was to prefent to the Nation 
to tell them that it was his Advice that they fhould 
remain quiet as they faid they had done, as thofe that 
entered in the War wou'd furely be ruined in the End. 
Some few Shots fir'd to day at the Veflel at a great 
Diftance. A Sortie was made to day to cut down & 
burn fome Pickets between Mr. Babies & the Fort. 
The Garrifon lay upon their Arms. 

This Morning fir'd two Guns down the River, be- 22 
6 ing 
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1763' ing informed that the Vcffcl was there. Made a Sortie 
JjJ^ and puird down a good many Pickets and cut an 
Orchard that was near the Fort. 

At eleven o' Clock about fifty Indians came to Mr. 
Babies and fir'd briflcly at the Veffel and Fort, they 
kiird one Man on board the Veffel & wounded another. 

Two Hours after which, they went over the River 
and the Hurons joined them & the Puttawattamies to 
attack the Veffel, but we do not know yet whether 
the Veflel is there, or wheather that was their real De- 
fign. The Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 
*3 This Day a few Shot were fir'd at the Fort and 
Veffel as ufual. 

This Evening we were informed that the Veffel was 
not at the Mouth of the River, but that the Indians 
thought fhe was and went & made a kind of an En- 
trench* at the Ifle au Deinde^ where the Channel is 
narrow in order to fire upon her as fhe paff'd. The 
Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 
2 4 Some few Shots were fir'd at the Fort this Mornine. 
Capt. Hopkins with twenty Men made a Sortie this 
Afternoon, imagining there was fome few Indians 4n 
the neighbouring Houfes but did not find any. The 
Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 

25 A few Shot fir'd as ufual at the Veffel & Fort to day. 
The Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 

26 [Sunday.] This Day Pondiac went to Mafs on the 
other Side of the River & after it was over he took 
three Chairs that belonged to the People for himfelf and 
his Guard to ride in to look for Provifion making the 
French his Chair men. He gave Billets to the People 
for their Cattle fign'd with his Mark, with the Imita- 

^ Turkey Ifland, on the eaft Side of the main Channel, and now in- 
cluded in Canada. 
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tion of a Coon drawn on the Top of each Billet.^ ^7^Z* 
Nothing Extraordinary, The Garrifon lay on the J^ 
Ramparts. 

Pondiac fent another MefTage to the Commandant *7 
telling him there was nine hundred Indians affembled 
at Michilimackinac, and that as he had CompaflTion on 
him defir'd him to furrender himfelf, that the Garrifon 
wou'd be well uf'd, but if he waited till thofe Indians 
ariv'd he wou'd not be anfwerable for the Confequences. 
That the Roads were all ihut up round us and we 
cou'd receive no Succour. 

To which the Commandant anfwer'd as he had done 
before, that he wou'd not give him an Anfwer to any 
thing he afk'd till he fent back Capt. Campbelle and 
Lieut. McDougal, whome he kept contrary to all the 
Laws of even Savages. That he might fave himfelf 
the Trouble of fending any more for he wou'd not 
anfwer to any thing till thefe two Gentlemen were rc- 
turn'd. Soon after Pondiac fent Word by one that 
was paffing, that he had too great a Regard for Capt. 
Campbell & McDougal than to fend them to the Fort, 
for if he did that, as the Kettle was on the Fire he 
ihou'd be oblig'd to boil them with the reft. 

A few Shot fir'd at the Fort and Vcffell as ufual. 
The Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 

This Afternoon at five o'clock we were inform'd ^^ 
that the Scooner^ enter'd the River at 10 this Morn- 

^ Thefe Bills of Credit were drawn and a vain and conceited old French- 

on Birch bark, and were promptly man, named Quillerieiy aifted «s 

redeemed by Pontiac. Rogers fUues Commiifary. — ^arkmmfs t^utist^ 

that they bore the figure of an Otter. 225. 
The great Indian Chiefiain was 

evidei^ affifted to the Idea by fome ^This was ^ Schooner Glai^ 

of the Canadians. The ContribtH wyn that had faikd fer Niagara OA 

tkniB were aU ooUeded at the Hoa(e the 21ft of May» and was now n- 

of Metoche near Parent's Creek, taming with lieut. Coyler and te 
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1763- ing; at 6 ihe came in Sight after pafling the Ifle au 
J""^\ Deinde where there was at leaft 160 Indians hid in 
Holes who fir'd upon her all the while at a little Dis- 
tance, as the Channel is not above a hundred Yards 
wide. The Wind failing her fhc drop'd Anchor about 
four Miles from the Fort, 

A few Shot were fir'd to day at the Veflel & Fort as 
ufual. The Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 

As it was imagined the Indians wou'd attack the 
Scooner, the Commanding Officer made a Feignt as if 
he wou'd land fome Troops in Batteaux which the In- 
dians hearing fo alarm'd them that they guarded the 
Edge of the River and dropp'd their Intention of 
attacking the Scooner. 
^9 The Wind contrary all Day till about 6 o'Clock, 

when it came a little favorable for about Half an Hour, 
of which the Scooner profited, weighing Anchor and 
coming in Sight of the Fort beyond the Huron Vil- 
lage. 

This Day we heard that the Indians that went from 
this about twenty Days ago had taken Prefque Ifle, 
that they loft three Men there, that the Way they took 
it was by fetting fire to a fmall Houfe that was clofe 
to the Fort & which communicated the Fire to it, 
that they kill'd but three, & the Officer with feveral 
Prifoners was given to the Nations near that Place.^ 

remainder of his Company, together ^ The Fort at Prefque Ifle, was 

with fuch Troops as could be {pared a large Block-houfe of iolid Timber, 

from Niagara, in all numbering the upper Story proje6ting on all 

about fifty Men. To encourage an Sides and roofed with Shinies. It 

open Attack from the Indians who flood on the Shore of Lake Erie, a 

fwarmed upon the Shores of the litde below the prefent bufinefs Part 

River and the Iflands which divided of Erie, Pa. It was ailailed on the 

its Channel, the greater Portion of Morning of June 15 th, by 200 In- 

her Men were kept out of Sight, dians, chiefly from around Detroit, 

ready to appear at a moment's No- and after a Refiflance of three Days, 

dec. — Parkmar^s Poniiac^ 253. which prefents few Parallels in defpe- 

This 
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This Day a few Shot fir'd from over the River, &c., 1763- 
as ufual. The Indians guarded the River fide to night J^^ 
fearing a Sortie. The twenty-fifth at Night it was fo 
Cold here that there was a very white Froft. The 
Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 

At 12 o'clock the Wind fprung up favourable for 3^ 
the Scooner when flie weigh'd Anchor and reach'd this 
about 3, with a Detachment of twenty-two Men from 
the 30th Reg* and Lieut. Cuyler and twenty-eight 
Men of Capt. Hopkins's Comp^ of Rangers, with 150 
Barrels of Provifion and fome Ammunition. Lieut. 
Cuyler informs us that Prefque Ifle was burn'd the 2 2d 
Inftant after being attacked three Days. 

We were informed this Evening that Pondiac had 
been demanding of the Inhabitants to aflfemble to dig 
Trenches, that if they rcfuf 'd it he wou'd put them to 
the Sword. The Hurons fir'd upon the Scooner all 
the while fhe was paffing and a great Number from 
Pondiacs Camp affembled at Mr. Babies & fir'd at the 
Boats that went & came from her after fhe came to an 
Anchor. 

One Serjeant and four Men were wounded in the 
Scooner a coming up the River. The Garrifon lay on 
the Ramparts, except thofe that came in the Scooner, 
who lay m their Quarters. 

The Garrifon was employ'd this Morning in unload- July i. 
ing & puting Ballad on board the Scooner. Mr. St. 
Martin & his Family came into the Fort to day, he 
being inform'd that the Hurons intended to take him 
to their Town to interpret for them. This Afternoon 

rate Labor and unavailing Courage, Treaty, the unfortunate Men were 

the little Garrifon under Eniign feized and fent Prifoners to Detroit. 
Chriitie furrendered on Condition Chriftie was brought in by the 

that they fhould be allowed to with- Hurons and furrendered with feveral , . 

draw to the neareft Poft. With odier Prifoners, July 9th. 
Characteriftick difregard of this 

the 
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1763- the Puttawattamees came with a Flag to fpeake about 
J"|y\ giving up their Prifoners, five of whom they faid they 
'" had at their Village and whom they promif 'd to bring 
in the next Day, 

The Commandant recommended to them to bring 
them in as foon as poffible & retire to their Villages, as 
he ihould now make Sorties with great Bodies of Men, 
and if he fhould meet with them fhould treat them as 
Ennemies as it was not poffible for him to diftinguifh 
the Nations one from another. 

A few Shot were fir'd to day at the Fort & Veffels- 

The Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 
* At three o'Clock this Morning Lieut. McDougal 

with an Albany Trader ariv'd at the Fort, having made 
their Efcape from the Indians; about Half an Hour 
afterwards, another Prifoncr ariv'd at the Scooner that 
made his Efcape from the Hurons, who had been taken 
with one Crawford a Trader fome Time ago.^ Lieut* 
McDouffal inform'd us that the Council the Indians 
held yefterday to demand the French to join them & 
make Trenches, which was promif 'd by one in the 
Name of all the young People. A Party was fent out 
to Mr. St. Martins Houfe to cover a working Party 
near the Fort, which the Indians came to fire upon, 
and upon our fending out a Reinforcement all the 
Hurons croff'd the River & came running up as far 
as Mr. Gamelins and after firing a few Shot at the 
Fort went back. 

This Morning took Poft in the two Block Houfes 
on the Hight that commands the Fort, and from which 
a Chief of the Saggina's was wounded in paffing by the 
Edge of the Woods an Hour after. 

This Evening we were inform'd that Pondiac had 

*• Crawford's Capture is related in this Diary for May 20. Sec p. 1 1. 
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taken aw^y Mr. Navarre, Mr. Hecotte and all the 1763- 
Heads of Familys on that Side of the Fort, but no j^ 
body knew for what. ^^^ 

This Evening threw a Shell to try a Mortar that we 
had enlarged about Half an Inch. All the Garrifon 
except the old Guard lay on the Ramparts. 

This Day Mr. Navarre wrote a Line to the Com- 3 
mandant informing him that the Inhabitants were 
oblig'd to write to him in Pondiacs Name for the laft 
Time to furrender the Fort, and to let him know that 
if he wou'd not give it up they wou'd oblige all the 
Inhabitants to take up Arms. Accordingly Mr. Louis 
Campo came in with the MefTage in the Evening, and 
at the fame Time afk'd Permiffion to come into the 
Fort, which the Commandant agreed not only to him 
but every one that cou*d bring Provifion with them. 
Mr. Babie & Mr. Recme who liv'd oppofite the Fort 
came in with their Familys between eleven & twelve 
at Night, abandoning all they had except a few Move- 
ables that they brought with them. 

All the Garrifon lay on the Ramparts except twenty 
Men that were finifhing a fmall Ditch round the Fort. 

This Day the Commandant coUeft'd the Inhabitants 
of the Fort and read the Articles of Peace to them & 
fent a Copy of it over to the Prieft on the other Side 
of the River. 

This Morning early made a Sortie with thirty Men 4 
to cover a Party to brine in fome Powder & Lead that 
was in Mr. Babies Houle, after which we deftroy'd an 
Entrenchment that the Indians had made, from which 
they annoy'd us. The Indians being advertif'd that 
we was out came down and Capt. Hopkins was fent 
out with a Party of twenty Men more, who with nine 
or ten Frenchmen and the Party that was firft out, 
purfued them as far as it was fafe ; we took one Scalp 

and 



Digitized by 



Google 



40 Ponttac's Siege of Detroit. 

»763- and wounded two or three more,^'' we had^one Man 
J^; wounded. While we were at Dinner Dr. PauUi enter d 
the Fort having made his Efcape in open Day light, 
by whome we were inform'd that the Indian we kill'd 
this Morning was the Son of the moft confiderable 
Chiefs of the Chippewas, and that we only wounded 
another. That upon their Arrival at the Camp he 
was inform'd that they were gone to look for Capt. 
Campbelle to kill him, upon which he form'd a Refo- 
lution to attempt to fave himfelf. He was dreff'd fo 
like an Indian, his Hair being cut and painted in their 
Fafliion that no body knew him when he was brought 
in. This Evening we were inform'd that there was 
140 Frenchmen gathered at the Hurons who had made 
an Agreement to defend one another againft all Enne- 
mies. Mr. Navarre publifhed the Articles of Peace 
both to the French & Indians. 

The French were affembled to day by orderd of the 
Commandant, who all rejoic'd to take up Arms to the 
Amount of about forty, and chofe Mr. Sterling to 
com^ them. 

The Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. Yefterday we 
wounded an Indian with a Grape fhot from the Veffel 
behind the Breaftwork at Mr. Babies Houfe. 
5 This Morning Mr. Labute came into the Fort, and 

inform'd us that as foon as the Chippewas were in- 
form'd that we had kill'd the Son of their great Chief 
they went to Pondiac and told him that he was the 
Caufe of all their ill look, that he cauf 'd^them to enter 

*^ The Sortie of this Day was he tore off his Scalp and (hook it 

led by Lieut. Hay. One of his with an exulting Cry towards the 

Men had long been a Prifoner with Enemy. This Aft coft the unfor- 

the Indians and had acquired in tunate Major Campbell his Life.-^ 



fome Degree their ferocious Habits. ParkmanU Pontiac^ p. 260, 
Coming up to a wounded Savage, 
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into the War and did nothing himfelf, that he was very 1763- 
brave in taking a Loaf of Bread or a Beef from a J^y*^ 
Frenchman who made no Refiftance, but it was them 
that had all the Men kill'd and wounded every Day, 
& for that Reafbn they wou'd take that from him 
which he intended to fave himfelf by in the End, then 
went and took Capt. Campbelle, ftrip'd him, & carried 
him to their Camp, where they kilFd him, took out 
his Heart & eat it reaking from his Body, cut off his 
Head, and the reft of his Body they divided into fmall 
Pieces. 

He likewife inform*d us that in a Quarter of an 
Hour after Mr. PauUe made his Efcape upwards of a 
hundred Ottawas left their Camp in fearch of him. 

This Evening we were informed that the Ottawas 
found one of their Men dead in the Edge of the 
Woods oppofite the Fort, who we fuppofed muft have 
been kill'd from one of the Cavaliers. The Garrifon 
lay on the Ramparts. 

This Morning we were informed that we kill'd three ^ 
Indians and wounded one in the Aflair of yefterday. 

At 12 o'clock the Commandant fent the Sloop up 
to Pondiacs Camp under the com<^ of Capt. Hopkins 
and Enfign PauUi, but the Wind being very weak 
they had Time to remove almoft all their things out of 
their Cabans & fend their Women and Children away 
before fhe ariv'd, however they fir'd near fifty Cannon 
at thofe that were there, and threw feveral Shells 
amongft them, we have not heard what Number was 
kiird or wounded. 

The Puttawattamees came with a Flag while the 
Sloop was battering their Camp, and after telling the 
Comm* that they nad heard tne Peace between the 
French and us proclaim'd, & that they believ'd it, and 
the feveral Chiefs with their Bands were gone & going 
7 to 
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1763- to leave Pondiac, they aflc'd him to give them the In- 
J]^ dian we had for two of our Prifoners that they wou'd 
^'" bring in. Upon which the Commandant told them 
that ne wou'd ftill ftand to what he had told them before 
with regard to changing Prifoners, that notwithftanding 
all they had promif 'd the laft Time they were with 
him, they went down the River and fir'd againft the 
Scooner when fhe was coming up, and a few Days be- 
fore ftole two Horfes from him, notwithftanding all 
which, to fhow that he pitied them if they wou'd bring 
in all their Prifoners & the Horfes, & promife not to 
do any more Mifchief either to the French or Englilh, 
as we were now one, he wou'd give up the Indian he 
had, and wou'd recommend them to the General, but 
if they made the leaft Difficulty in it he wou'd not hear 
them any more and they muft take the Confequences 
of his Difpleafure, upon which they hung their Heads 
and faid they found every thing that he had told them 
to be true, and could not deny what they were accuf 'd 
with, and not only promif'd to do all he afk'd of them, 
but that none of their Nation was to come nearer the 
Fort than Mr. Campo's Mill, about a Mile from it. 

Pondiac who always told the French that we were 
all dead Men that were in the Fort, cou'd not help 
acknowledging to day that we were come to life & that 
he was ruin'd. The Garrifon lay on their Arms. 
7 This Day the Puttawattamees came with a Flag for 

a Belt of Wampam that the Commandant promif'd 
them to carry to the reft of their Nation at St. Jofephs 
& to the Miamees to tell them what they had done & 
how much they were pitied by the Commandant whofe 
Advife they muft always follow ; which Belt they got 
with a Letter to the Interpreter there defiring to tell 
the Indians what he had promif'd the Puttawattamees 
here as they were the firft that ofFer'd to make Peace, 

viz. 
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viz. if they continued quiet for the Future and minded 1763- 
their hunting he would recommend them to the General, J]^ 
who he made no doubt wou'd forgive them, as he be- 
liev'd they had no hand in the War, further than that 
fome of their young men were led into it before they 
knew what they were doing. 

The Hurons came at the fame Time and told the 
Commandant that neither they nor the Puttawattamees 
knew any thing of this Affair at the Commencement, 
for Pondiac never confulted them about it until he 
had got fuch a Number of Men together that over- 
power them both, and then he told them his Defign & 
threatened them that if they would not join with him 
he would cut them to pieces. That notwithftanding 
which they never did any thing but fire one Day 
againft the Fort except a Band or two of their young 
Men whome they cou'd not then command. 

The Commandant told them he believ'd it, and afk'd 
them if they did not now fee that every thing he told 
them was true, which they cou'd not deny. He then 
promif 'd them the fame he had done to the Puttawat- 
tamees, if they would give up all their Prifoners & 
behave well for the Future. He told them he cou'd 
not make Peace with them, but as he told the Putta- 
wattamees wou'd recommend them to the General. 

They promif 'd to do all he defir'd of them, but told 
him it wou'd take them two or three Days, as all the 
Prifoners that were adopted in the Room of the 
People they had loft muft be given up by the Confent 
of thofe that had them, as they were given to them by 
the Nation. 

We imagine that the Reafon of the Hurons coming 
to day was in Confequence of the Commandants fend- 
ing the Sloop yefterday to batter the Camp of the 
Ottawas & Chippewas, by which they faw how much 

they 
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1763- they were in our Power. The Garrifon lay on the 

Ny Ramparts, 
g All quiet to day except a few Shot being fir'd as ufual 

at the Fort & Veffel at a great Diftance. Several of the 
principal Inhabitants brought in their Goods yefterday 
& to day, and one Maifonville brought five Pittiau- 
gers^ loaded with io,cxx) weight of Lead & Peltry 
into the Fort tho the Indians knew he was coming 
with it ; if it had fallen into their hands it wou'd have 
been a fine Prize, but he being refolute & acquainted 
with their Manners & Cuftoms took fuch Opportuni- 
tys that he ariv'd safe. He was at Outattanon when it 
was taken. The Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 
9 This Morning fix of the Huron Chiefs came in and 

brought Enfign Chriftie, a Soldier of the R. A. Ran- 
gers, a Woman & Child and five other Prifoners, and 
after telling the Commandant that they were drawn 
into the War before they knew where they were and 
many things to the fame rurpofe of what they had told 
him the 7th Inftant, they aflc'd him if it was not 
advifable for them to retire until fuch Time as we re- 
ceiv'd Succours enough to aflift them in cafe they 
fhould be attack' d, wnich he told them to do, and 
when the Army ariv'd defir'd them to come back that 
they might fhow their Sincerity. 

They intended to go and join the Puttawattamees & 
build a kind of Stockade upon the River Huron to 
defend themfelves againft the Ottawas in cafe they 
(hould declare War againft them. All quiet to day. 
The Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 
"° Laft Night at twelve o'Clock the Enemy made a 

large Float with Four Batteaus, which they fill'd with 
Faggots, Birtch Bark & Tar, and other Combuftibles 

^ Perigua^ a narrow Ferry boat, carrying two Mads and a Lee- 
board.— ^^4/?^/ Dia. 

which 
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which they brought into the Middle of the Stream about 1 763- 
a Haifa Mile above the Veffels & fet on Fire, but the M^ 
Veflels being properly moor'd let go one of their Ca- 
bles and fheer'd ofF from it, letting it pafs at about a 
hundred & fifty Yards Diftance. 

This we fuppofe was not entirely the Invention & 
Work of Indians. 

At 4 o'clock fome of the Miamee Indians came 
within three hundred Yards of the Fort with a Flag, 
with an Intention to fpeake to the Commandant about 
one Levy they had Prifoner, but not daring to come 
any nearer they fent in a Lift of Things by a French- 
man that he had promif 'd them if they wou'd give him 
up. But the Commandant fent them Word he wou'd 
not give them any thing. 

The Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. Not a Shot 
fir d to day. 

This Day the Hurons brought in the Goods (that 11 
had fallen to the Share of three or four Bands) 
that belonged to Chapman & Levy & others, as alfo a 
Panee that had been adopted in the Family of one 
Babi, which was a very extraordinary thing, as they 
feldom give up a Prifoner that is adopted. 

Yefterday Pondiac was at the Huron Village with 
fifteen of his beft Warriors compleatly arm'd to frighten 
them, but it had no eflfed with Babi & Theata & two 
or three other Chiefs as appeared from their Teftimony 
to day. They told the Commandant that they had 
not yet brought the reft of the Nation to Reafon, but 
hop'd in a little Time to do it, when they wou'd give 
up their Prifoners & their Merchandife ; they alfo told 
the Commandant the Name of a Frenchman who had 
bought. a gold Watch of them for 2000 Wampani. 

The Commandant told them that if they cou'd not 
bring the reft of the Nation to do as they did they 

muft 
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1763- muft abandon them, as by & by when the Army came 
J^y^^ it wou'd be too late for them to make any offers. 

We heard to day that the Miamee Indians were 
gone off with Mr. Levy. 

This Night & between 12 & one o' Clock the In- 
dians fent down another large fire Float which pafT'd 
without doing any Damage. They had made two, but 
Capt. Hopkins, who was on board the Sloop, fir'd a 
Cannon at them as foon as he perceiv'd the firfl & 
frightened them fo that they jump'd out of their Can- 
noes & let the other go without being light' d, which 
we tow'd on fhore. The Garrifon lay on the Ram- 
parts. 

This Morning the Puttawattamees came again with 
Mr. Chapman, one Crawford & another Pnfoner of 
Capt. Hopkin's Company, & promif 'd to bring the 
reft as foon as they arriv'd. Accordingly at 4 in the 
Afternoon they came with four Royal Americans two 
of the Rangers & one of Mr. Crawford's Men, & de- 
manded their Brother, but the Commandant told them 
what he told them before, that when they brought in 
all the Prifoners he would let him out, knowing by 
our Prifoners that they had fome more, they promif 'd 
to bring them the next Day or as foon as they cou'd 
be got together, & wou'd bury every thing that had 
pafled in their next Speech. 

They brought an Ottawa with them which the Com- 
mandant was inform'd of, and upon enquiry found 
that he came to fee where the Fort was moft accefTable, 
that they might fet Fire to it, upon which he told the 
Puttawattamees that they had an Ottawa with them. 
They then feeing he was difcover'd faid he was left 
with them by a Band that was gone home, to bring 
them the News of the finifhing their Peace with us, 
but the Command* told them if he let him out again 

the 
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the Ottawas would laugh at him & defir'd them to afk "T^s* 
him in cafe he fhou'd fend one of his to their Camp if ^!^' 
they thought their Chiefs wou'd not do the fame. 

He then defir'd the Interpreter to tell them that he 
wou'd not ufe him as they had done Capt. Campbelle 
& the reft of our Prifoners, but would guard him for 
the Security of the reft until they brought them all in. 

At 4 o'clock this Afternoon the Scooner fet fail 
for Niagara, but the Wind failing ftie drop'd Anchor 
about 4 Miles off. 

Since the Proclamation of the Peace, the French 
that were in the Fort were put under the Command of 
Mr. Sterling. The Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 

This Morning at about Half paft two, our outlying '3 
Centrys fir'd upon two or three Indians that were crall- 
ing to the Fort, but one of them being a Frenchman & 
afraid got up and run away, calling out Je fuis Fran9ois, 
at which Time the Indians fir'd at them & ftiot him 
through the Body, but he is not yet dead. 

At one o'clock the Puttawattamees came in with a 
white Belt and made many Profeffions of Friendftiip, 
but their chief Errant was to try to get the Ottawa that 
the Commandant detain'd yefterday. But the Com- 
mandant told them they wou'd do better if they wou'd 
not even fpeake to that Nation, as they only fought 
their Ruin. 

They promif 'd to bring in all the Prifoners they 
had to the Number of fix belonging to their Village if 
the Commandant would give them their Man, which 
he told them he would do, as he thought they were 
fincere. 

They gave him a white Belt as a Token of their 
Fidelity & Friendftiip & he promif 'd them another 
when they came back, as he had not any then made that 
was proper. The Garrifon lay upon the Ramparts. 

This 
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1763- This Day an Ottawa from Michilimackinac came 
J"^\ into the Fort and after a long Story was going to fay 
fomething about the Indian that the Commandant de- 
tain'd the la Inftant, but he finding what he was going 
to fay told him fomething that ftop'd him from making 
any Demands. All quiet. The Garrifon lay on the 
'^ Ramparts. 

This Day one Clermont who was formerly Major 
in the Militia came into the Fort and informed the 
Commandant that moft of the young Men in his De- 
partm* were going to Illinois, and ailc'd if he thought 
proper to fend an Order to them not to leave the Set- 
tlement without his Permiffion (though he had already 
fiven a general one) which the Commandant did witn 
^ower to him or any of the Officers of Militia to bring 
them back with a Party of Men in cafe they ftiould go 
ofF. This Day we were inform'd that the Ottawas & 
Chippawas had quarrel'd and were going to feparate. 
»6 All quiet. The Garrifon lay on their Arms. 

The 13 Inftant the Wind blew frefti at N. W. and 
continued till the 14th when it was eafterly till the 
Evening ftie came about wefterly and blew frefh all the 
next Day and to day S. W. fo that we imagin'd the 
Scooner muft have been at Niagara fome Time laft 
Night, or at furtheft to day. 

All quiet to day. We heard this Morning that the 
Ottawas were encamp'd on a Plain about a League off. 
'^ The Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 

This Afternoon we were inform'd that the Indians 
had broke down two Barns to make fix large Rafts, 
which they were to tie together to burn the Veflel but 
they did not fend them. At 1 1 o'Clock two French- 
men came to the Fort for Arms & Flints, informing 
us that the Jefuift had fent Word from the other Side 
of the River that the Hurons & Puttawattamees in- 
tend 
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tend to fall upon the French on the south-weft Side of i7^3- 
the Fort. But they did not The Garrifon lay on J^^^ 
the Ramparts. 

Yefterday the Wind S. W. to day N. E. This Day ,3 
we were inform'd that the Float they were making was 
300 Foot long. We were alfo informed that all the 
young Men towards the Grofs Point intended to go 
off to the Illinois as they were afraid of being hang'd. 

At about II o'clock fome Ottawas came down op- 
pofite the Sloop and call'd out to them feveral Times 
to go over to them with fome Rum, &c. which they 
aniwer'd. When the Garrifon call'd all wa§ well, they 
were very angrv & fir'd over the River, which the 
People on board obferving fir'd three or four Mufquets 
in return, & by Accident wounded one of them. The 
Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 

This Day about fixty Indians as neer as we cou'd '9 
guefs, came within about 350 Yards of the Fort in 
lome Orchards and fir'd upon the Fort. We threw a 
Shell amongft them but unluckily it did not break, 
which gave them great Joy by their crying ; however 
we prepar'd another, and while they were taking the 
firft one up we fir'd it & it fell dircAly amongft them 
& burft about three foot from the Ground, and as they 
run awav fir'd another after them, but have not yet 
heard wneather any of them was kill'd or wounded, 
tho every body imagin'd there was, as they went off 
without making one Cry. 

This Evening we were inform'd that the Enemy 
were making twenty-four Rafts of about 30 Foot long 
each, four of which were finifh'd. The Garrifon lay 
on the Ramparts. 

This Day we fited up a large Batteau with a Patta- 20 
raroe that carried a three pound Ball. 

We were inform'd that there was one Indian wounded 
8 with 
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with the Shell yefterday. The Gairifon lay on the 
Ramparts. The Wind wefterly & frefh. 

This Day fitted up a fecond Batteau as the one 
mentioned yefterday. The Wind S. W. all Day & 
pretty frefh. The Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 

This Morning Mr. L. Campo inform'd us that 
about the Middle of June the Ottawas of Michilimack- 
inac brought ofF the Garrifon at LaBay,^ without do- 
ing any further harm than killing one Man, who was 
kiird by the Chippewas ; the Renards^^ and Foils a 
voines^^ Nations came with them to Michilimackinac, 
but finding them well difpof 'd turn'd back. 

The Ottawas of Michilimackinac fay that they 
brought off Mr. Gorrel & his Garrifon fearing the 
Chippewas wou'd kill them. The Wind S. W. all 
Day & pretty frefh. The Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 

The Wind S. W. and frefh the moft part of the Day. 
The Commandant & feveral Officers went out of the 
Fort, fome on Horfeback & fome on Foot, at whom 



*®The Poft at Green Bay, was 
then garrifoned by Lieut. Gorell, 
who, upon receiving a Letter from 
Captain Etherington of Michilli- 
mackinack, informing him of the 
Events at that Place, and advifing 
him to withdraw and join him, 
fummoned the neighboring Indians, 
ftated to them that the public Ser- 
vice required him to leave them for 
a while, and committing the Fort to 
their Care during his Abfence, he 
departed. 

The Dacota hs were hereditary 
Enemies to the Ojibwas, and in Cafe 
of Hoftility would have been adive 
Auxiliaries of the Englifh. — Park- 
man's Pontiac, 321. 



^Renards, the Foxes. This 
Tribe belonged to the Ottawa Con- 
federacy and numbered about 320 
Warriors. — Sir William Johnfon^s 
Report, 1763. 

"The VoUes Avoines (Wild 
Oat) Tribe, according to Sir Wm. 
Johnfon's Report to the Board of 
Trade, dated Nov. i8th of this 
Year, numbered 1 10 Warriors, and 
formed a Part of the Ottawa Con- 
federacy. In 1736, they numbered 
160 Warriors, refided North of 
Lake Michigan and bore as their 
armorial Device the large tailed Bear, 
the Stag and a Kilion (a Species of 
Eagle), perched on a Crofs. — N, f. 
Col. Hijl., vii, 582, ix, 1055. 

the 
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the Indians fir'd a good many Shot but without doing ^l^h 
Execution. The Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. J^^^* 

The Wind S. & S. W. the moft part of the Day. ^ 
This Day the two Batteaux were fent up the River to 
look at the Situation of the Enemys Camp & try to 
bring ofFany Cannoes or Fire Floats that might be con- 
venient, but there was none to be come at without run- 
ning a Rifk of lofing more Men than they were worth ; 
however they oblig'd them to throw away their Ammu- 
nition, as they lin'd the Sides of the River & fir'd very 
brifkly from each Side without even wounding a Man. 
The Batteaux now falling down with the Stream & then 
rowing up again, on purpofe to draw their fire, as we 
were well informed they had not much Ammunition. 

This Day we were inform'd that there was about 70 
Chippawas ariv'd from Michilimackinac, among whome 
were 5 of the Foles a voines but not one Ottawas. 
The Garrifon lay on the Ramparts. 

The Wind S. & S. wefterly all Day, but not ftrong. 25 
Nothing Extraordinary to day. The Garrifon lay on 
the Ramparts. 

This Morning Mr. Nauvarre fent in fome Letters 26 
that were brought from the Illinois in confequence of 
fome that were wrote by the Inhabitants of this Place 
fome Time in May. The Meflengers alfo brought 
fome for Pondiac. 

This Morning were inform'd that yefterday there 
was a Council at the Huron Village with the Shawa- 
nees that are come ; that one Andrew, a Huron who 
undertook to go to Fort Pitt fome Time ago, came 
with them & fays he was hinder'd by them to go on, 
that he was at Venango when it was taken & that all 
the Garrifon was put to death without Exception ; it 
was taken in the lame Manner with the reft, fifteen 
went in to fpeak to the Commandant & forty remain';! 

without 
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1763- without, & while they were in Council the forty rufh'd 
J"*y- in & put the Garrifon to death-^ The Wind weftcrly, 
'" The People in general feem'd to be a little caft down 
on the Return of their MefTengers from the Illinois, 
from which we imagined they had not recciv'd fuch 
Anfwers as they expeded. The Letters they wrote 
were fent from this about the Middle of May, un- 
known to the Commandant, The Garrifon lay on the 
Ramparts- 
*7 This Morning Andre the Huron came into the 
Fort, who told us that he was not at the taking of 
Venango & that the Reafon he faid to the Ottawas 
that he was there, was becaufe they would fufoeft him, 
but that all the Indians that he (aw near the Ohio told 
him fo. That he was ftop'd up¥rards of twenty Days 
by different Party's of Indians and that in trying to 
crofs a River to get from one of them, he loft his Let- 
ters, that he did not dare to go into the Fort as he 
wou'd have nothing to (how, & knowing that the In- 
dians had commenced Hoftility's there, altho he was on 
the oppofite Side of the River. He likewifc informed 
us that the Dclawares had kill'd all their Prifoners in 
confequence of the Prophecy's of one of their Nation 
who pretended that he had been to Heaven and was 
told by God that they muft put all the Englifh to 
death, but not to burn any as was fometimes dieir 
Cuftom, otherwife we ihou'd overcome them* He alfo 
inform'd us that all the Hurons except the Bands of 
' Babi, Theata & another Chief, with Part of the Put- 

^ Venango was garri(bned by a tack, except Lieut. Gordon, who 

fmaH Party under Lieut. Gordon, was referved for the moll refined 

and as every Man within it perifhed. Tortures by Fire that Savage Inge- 

we have no Hiftory of the Details nuity coald invent. This done, 

except ihe Narrative of Indians^ and they burnt the Place and departed, 

the Traces of its Ruins. The Men "^arkmaifs Pontiac, 337. 



were all ilaughtered on the firft At- 
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tawattamees had fung the War Song again, but that i7^3- 
the Hurons, or Wiandots told the Ottawas that not- }^' 
withftanding that, they wou'd not fight. "^'^ 

He alfo told the Commandant mat as he was fuf- 
pcded, being fo long away & not being at Fort Pitt, 
if he would give him Letters again he wou'd go & re- 
turn in twenty Days, Upon which the Commandant 
told him he did not fufped him, and as Proof wou'd 
fend him again & defir d him to come the next Day in 
the Evening & he wou'd have every thing ready for 
him, tho at the fame Time he cou'd not be otherwife 
than fufpeAed, but as he was a very knowing fellow & 
had a good deal to iky among the Indians it was thought 
bcft by the Interpreter and every body that was pre- 
ient to try him again, as he might change feeing the 
Confidence we put in him, tho he had been ading the 
Knave before. The Wind foutherly. 

This Day we were inform'd by Mr. Sterling that *8 
Madamoifelle Cucrfiere told him that Godfoy told 
Pondiac when he return'd from the Illinois that he 
cou'd not fend him any Succours yet as they had heard 
by a Spaniih Veffel that the Peace was made, but that 
as foon as his Couriers ariv'd that he had ient to New 
Orleans if he found the News to be falfe he wou'd fee 
what he cou'd do, & defir'd that the Inhabitants fliou'd 
not appear in it at all, but keep themfelves quiet. 

This Morning fix Frenchmen fet off in a burch 
Canoe for Niagara with Letters from the Commandant. 
This Evening Andre came in & took the Command- 
ants Letters for Fort Pitt. The Wind foutherly. 

This Morning at Half paft four o'Clock, it being *9 
very foggy, we heard the Report of feveral Mufquets 
& now and then as we thought Swivels at the Huron 
Village, which we [thought] to be fome Indians firing 
at the Scooner, as fhe might have come that far up the 

River 
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"763- River without our feeing her in the Night, but in 
{~y^ about Half an Hour to our great Surprize, we faw 
about twenty Batteaux, which upon their coming near 
we found to be Englifh Boats, with a Detach? of about 
260 Men under the Comm^ of Capt. Dalyel.^^ They 
came the fouth Side of the Lake & burn'd a fmall 
Indian Village near Sandufky that the Indians had 
abandoned. They had fourteen Men wounded in 
pafling the Huron Village. 

In the Evening we faw fome Fires at the Huron 
Town which was faid to be fome Cannoes that they fet 
on fire as they were gone away. It was given out by 
the French to Pondiac (as we were informed) that it 
was not a new Detachment, but that the Commandant 
had fent out his young Men as they cou'd under the 
Cover of the Fogg, and row'd up the River again to 
make them believe it was Succours that ariv'd. The 
Wind S. wefterly all Day. 

30 The Wind S. wefterly. This Morning Andre fet 
ofF for Fort Pitt. Nothing Extraordinary to day. 
Two Prifoners fav'd themfelves to night from the In- 
dians. 

31 This Morning at three Quarters after two a Detach- 
ment of 247 Men under the Command of Capt. 
Dalyel march'd out with an Intention to furprize the 
Indian Camp about three Miles & a half from the 
Fort.54 

^ James Dalyell (fomctimcs writ- his Arrival at Detroit, as ftatcd in 

ten Daizell) had been appointed a the following Pages. 
Lieutenant in the 60th Regiment or 

Royal Americans, early in 1756, **The following Paragraph had 

and in 1760 obtained a Company been written in the MSS. next fol- 

in the 2d Battalion of the Royals, lowing this, and erafed : 
or the I ft Regiment of Foot. He **It was given out yefterday 

perifhed in a brave but indifcreet Morning by the French that we 

Attack upon the Enemy foon after intended to attack them, but they 

But 
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But whether the Enemy were inform'd of it or dif- 1763. 
cover'd them in marching out is not known, but when }^^ 
they were within a Half of Mile of their Camp they 
were fir'd -upon by a great Number of Indians from 
behind Orchards, Fences & Entrenchments that they 
had pofted themfelves in for that Purpofe, which put 
them a little in Confufion at firft, but they foon re- 
covered their Diforder and forc'd the Enemy from their 
Lodgements. They then finding that their Scheme 
cou'd not be put in Execution, they thought of making 
the beft retreat they cou'd, the Enemy being twice as 
numerous as they were, and knowing they cou'd not 
expe(5t any more Succours from the Garrifon, for which 
purpofe they took Poft in feveral Houfes that was moft 
advantagious for to prevent the Enemy as much as 
poflible from getting between them and the Fort. 
Capt. Dalyel, who behav'd with all the Bravery in the 
World, was unluckily kill'd ; after receiving the fire 
from the Enemy, tho* Capt. Grant beg*d of him either 
to pufti on immediately, make a retreat without lofs of 
Time, he remained almoft in the fame Place for at leaft 
three Quarters of an Hour, foon after which he was 
kill'd, and Capt. Grant then with the Afliftance of the 
two row Galleys made as good a retreat as was poflible 
for any body to do, after fending off all the Wounded 
& all the Dead except feven. 

did not know when. Their Rcafon they knew everything we did, as 

for thinking fo was, becaufe we one may fee from the other Side of 

were mending fome old Canoes, the River every movement made 

but wc gave out we fhould not want infide of the Fort. The Detach- 

them in left than four or five Days, ment was three Quarters of an Hour 

imagining that News would be car- from the Fort before we heard any 

ricd to their Camp with everything firing, when it commenced and con- 

elfe, as wc never could do anything tinucd four to fivt Minutes very 

in the Fort without their knowing ; heavy, at which Time our People 

for even if the Gates were (hut and were approaching the Bridge on the 

nobody permitted to go out, yet Side of the River." 

We 
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1763. We loft in this Aflfair, Capt. Dalyel kilFd, Capt. 
fc^y- Gray, Lieut. Luke & Lieut. Brown ot the 35th wound- 
^'" ed, one Scijeant & 13 Rank & File kill'd and one 
Drum' and 15 wound^. 60 Reg* one Private kill'd 
& feven wounded. 80 Reg* two kill'd & three wound- 
ed. 2 R. A. Rangers 2 kill'd & one wounded, & a 
Traders Servant wounded. Total, Officers included, 
kill'd & wounded, 61. The Indians fay they had five 
kill'd and eleven wounded.^^ 
Auguft 1 i^ft Night about ten o' Clock a Prifoner was brought 
in that was wounded at Mr. Cuylers Aflfair. 

The Wind S. & S. wefterly all Day, and at Night 
chang'd all round the Compafs. 

This Day we were inform'd that Part of the Hurons 
were Encamp'd on the upper End of the Grofs Ifle,^^ 
where they nad fome Corn, that they had fent their 
Chief who was wounded in yefterday's Aflfair to, the 
Grand River with a Belt to defire the Puttawattamees 
to join them. 

This Morning about two o'Clock Mr. Rutherford 
ariv'd at the Sloop, having made his Efcape from the 
Indians about nine Mile from the Fort, feven of which 
he came by Land, when finding a Cannoe he embark'd 
in it & came to the VeflTel. 

Young Mr. Campo brought in the Body of poor 
Capt. Dalyel about three o'Clock to day, which was 

" Parents Creek, ever fincc this conceal his Warriors along every 

memorable Affair called Bloody Hollow and behind every lialding 

Run^ enters the Detroit River about and Tree along the Route of the 

a Mile and a Half above the Site of devoted Band, 
the Fort, and near its Mouth was 

crofled by a narrow wooden Bridge. ^ An Ifland about twelve Miles 

The Surface beyond was broken by below Detroit and ftiU known by 

Ridges parallel with the Stream, this Name. It is feven Miles long 

and Pontiac, forewarned by Cana • and about two wide at the wideft 

dians in his Intereft, had ample Part. 



Time to remove his Camp, and 
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mangled in fuch a horrid Manner that it was fhocking i7^3- 
to human nature; the Indians wip'd his Heart about ^^^' 
the Faces of our Prifoners. 

Since the Detachment ariv'd the Garrifon has been 
lefs fatigued than before, as inftead of every body lying 
[upon] the Works, a Capt. Picket of 80 Men & three 
Subalterns took their Place every Night. 

The Wind wavering to day, but moftly S. and fouth- * 
wefterly. 

Since the laft Sortie the People have brought in 
feveral Cattle for the King, & ofFer'd any thing they 
had, which we imagine was partly owing to fome Dif- 
orders that the Soldirs committed the 3 ill in the Morn- 
ing by plundering feveral Houfes, and partly as thev 
fee we are fo ftrong that we can defend ourfelves botn 
againft the Indians & them, that is to fay to maintain 
the Poft without their Affiftance. 

The Commandant has not yet been able to get a 
Copy of the Letter that the Inhabitants wrote to 
the Illinois, nor a Copy of the Anfwer that Mr. 
Noiyon fent back to them, by which it appears they 
had a great Share in the Affair, tho they try to hide it. 

The [Wind] N. Eafterly and pretty frefli. This 3 
Day we began to fit up another Batteau for a four 
Pownder. 

Since the Sortie there has been every Night as we 4 
are inform'd at leaft two hundred and fifty Indians dif- 
perf 'd in Party* round the Fort to watch our Motions. 
About two o'clock about fifteen were feen at a Houfe 
about a Quarter of a Mile from the Fort, upon which a 
Party was fent out, but whether they were ieen in going 
out or no we cant tell, but the Indians went off im- 
mediately. 

This Morning at Half an Hourpaft three o'Clock, S 
Capt, Grant with fixty Men of the Picket was fent out 
9 to 
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1763- to take Pod in fome Houfes near the Fort that the 
^^1^' Indians made a Praftice of coming to in the Day time, 
^'^ where he refted till one o'Clock, but none came near 
enough for him to hurt them. 

The Wind S. Eafterly & pretty frefh. At four this 
Afternoon the Scooner appear'd in Sight. 
^ This Morning at 8 o Clock the Sooner anchor'd 

before the Fort ; fhe brought but eighty Barrels of 
Provifion, a good deal of Naval Stores, & fome Mer- 
chandife. 

At 3 in the Afternoon a Frenchman came in from 
Michilimackinac which he left 15 Days ago and in- 
forms us that Capt. Etherington & his Garrifon, with 
that of Fort Wm. Auguftus^^ and all the Englifh Mer- 
chants were gone down to Montreal guarded by the 
Ottawas, a Detachment of one Subaltern, four Ser- 
jeants, four Corporals, one Drummer & 

as alfo Commodore Lorain with iixteen Sailors. 

This Day unloaded the Scooner & made the Sloop 

ready to fail. 

7 This Day the Commandant rec^ a Letter from Capt. 

Etherington dated at Michilimackinac the 18 July, 

who with his Garrifon & that of Fort Wm. Auguftus 

*^ This Fort was near the Grand now known as Chimney Ifland. 

Portage on lake Superior and fab- This Ifland was fortified in 1759 

fequently became an important Sta- under the Dire^on of Chevalier 

tionof the Northweft Fur Company Levi, and from him was named 

under the Name of Fort William. Fort Levi. 

Another Fortrefs of this Name flood In the Summer of 1760, while 

on an Ifland in the St. Lawrence, under the Command of M. Pouchot, 

at the Foot of Sloop Navigation, it was attacked and reduced by Lord 

three Miles below the prefent Vil- Amherft and its Name changed to 

lage of Ogdenfl)urgh. This Ifland Fort William Auguftus. This was 

was named by the French Ifle the la ft Refiftance made by the 

Royal, and by the Indians Oraco- French againft the Englifti in Ca- 



nenton. From the Ruins of its nada. 
Barracks and other Buildings, it is 



was 
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was then going into the Boats to go to Montreal, as 1763- 
alfo all the Englifti Merchants, for whome he had ob- ^J^* 
tain'd Permiffion of the Indians to carry all their Mer- 
chandize. 

This Morning at two o'Clock Capt. Hopkins and ^ 
two Subalterns with 60 Volunteers went down in Boats 
with an Intent to furprize an Indian Caban at the 
Puttawattamee Village. We went down undifcover'd 
to the Place we intended to land, and in turning in the 
Boats to the Shore the Row Galley which was com- 
manded by Lieut. Abbot being heavy did not follow 
fo near as could be wilh'd, by which Means, it being 
foggy & dark under the Land, (he loft Sight of us and 
drop'd down with the Current fo far that before Capt. 
Hopkins got her up again it was broad Day light & 
we was dikover'd & oblig'd to return back without 
attempting any thing. The Fogg continued fo thick 
that my Boat & the Row Galley was loft again ; the 
Row Galley at laft threw out her Anchor and lay there 
till it began to get clear, but the other Boats cou'd 
neither do that nor go to the Shore, as the Enemy 
follow'd us on each Side of the River. 

The Wind has been up the River ever fince the 9 
Veflel ariv'd that ftie cou'd not go from this. 

Both Veflels were made ready to fail to day, fifteen 10 
of the Wounded were put on board the Sloop to be 
fent to Niagara as they cou'd be of no ufe here this 
Year, & it fav'd Provision, as alfo fourteen or fifteen 
Merchants that had been Prifoners with the Indians. 

The Wind ftraight up the River alday. This Day 1 1 
we were inform'd that tne Puttawattamees & Hurons 
were all coming back. 

This Night one Jacob Taylor a Trader came in, 
having made his Efcape from the Indians. 

The Wind almoft Weft, the Veflels cou'd not ftir. ** 

The 
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The Wind a little to North of W., the Veflcls wcigh'd 
Anchor at 10 o' Clock & in two Trips got below the 
Huron Point, from where they had a large Wind to 
Sandufky.''*^ The Indians did not fire one Gun at them. 

This Morning the Wind W. and freih. 

The Wind Weft and freih all Day with a good deal 



"The Arrival of thcfc VciTcIs 
was announced to Sir William 
Johnfon in the following Letter : 

" Niagara, 24th Auguft, 1 763. 

Sir : Being allway s glad to felebrat 
all oppertunityes of giving you the 
carlyeft Inteligence of any thing pcr- 
ticular intreduces me to trouble you 
with this. 

The Conunodore arrived here on 
the 2 2d Inft. and allfo the Schooner 
and the Sloop from Detroit. By 
them we have the following Ac- 
count of the grate Luck and fafe 
Arrival of Capt, Duel [Dalyclljand 
his Armiment at Detroit being fome- 
what remarkable, as the Indians was 
lying in Ambufh for him which he 
knew of, but the Night and Morn- 
ing that he arived being fogee 
Weather he got in to the Garrifon 
without the Knowledge of the In- 
dians, who were foon made ac- 
quainted with it, not only his Arri- 
val but his Intentions, which was 
the next Morning he march'd about 
two Miles Diftance from the Gar- 
rifon being informed of fbmc In- 
trenchmcnts they had there, where 
he was fired on very warmly by a 
Party of Indians, as he was crofHng 
a wooden Bridge which was behind 
fbme Pickquets, notwithllanding 
which the brave and undaunted 
Capt Duel [DalyellJ mardi'd tbe 



Men on to the Brcft work or Trench 
which the Englifh foon got Poflcf- 
fion of, and the Indians retreated 
to another Trench they had fome 
Diftance in the Rear of the In- 
trenchment where Capt. Duel be- 
haved with the greateft Courage and 
Refolution imaginable, but foon told 
Capt. Grant he was wounded, not- 
withftanding which his Bravery in 
the Command was the fame as be- 
fore, but fome Time after Lieut. 
McDougle informed Capt. Gray, 
belonging 55th [3Sth], that Capt. 
Duel [Dalyell] was wounded again 
and dead. Then Capt. Gray took 
the Command and being informed 
that the Indians were furrounding 
them faft by the Directions of their 
Sachem Pondeack and takeing Pof- 
fefBon of the French Houfes. Upon 
this News the Englifh thoi^ht pro- 
per to Retreat. Some Partys were 
detached to drive them out and take 
PoiTciEon from the Indians, which 
they foon did, at which Time Capt* 
Gray was wounded taking Poflcflion 
of a Mill, but hope he will recover. 
Alfo Lieut. Brown of the 55 th was 
wounded at the fame Time. Then 
Capt. Grant had the Command, 
who marched the Men very regular 
on the Retrait into the Fort. About 
fifteen Men with Major Rogers got 
laaHoufe who was to bring up 

or 



Digitized by 



Google 



Pontiac's Siege of Detroit. 

of Rain. This Day threw a Coehorn Shell to the other 
Side of the River. 

The Wind wefterly all Day with Rain. This 
Day we were informed that Pondiac had given out 
that the Commandant only fent the Veflels out into the 
Lake to make the Indians believe that they went to 
Niagara, but he knew better for they neither brought 
Provifions nor Men. That when they ariv'd oppofite 
the Fort we always fent two or three Batteaux along 
fide of them fall of Men who were all hid except thofe 
that row'd, and as foon as they got on board huzza' d, 
by which Means we made them believe that we received 
Succours. 

The Wind ftill wefterly and N. W. with Rain. 
Laft Night there was 150 of the Enemy within about 
three Quarters of a Mile of the Fort, 50 of whome 
were conftantly Gentry ; the Night was extremely bad. 
They themfelves fay that two or three of them fwimed 
down clofe to the Fort, but obferving fome Soldiers 
that was in a Batteaux anchored above the Fort with a 
Patteraroc^^ in it, to put up their Heads, they went 
back as faft as they cou'd. 



the Reare and Cover the Retrate^ 
which was foon furrounded by the 
Indians and had no other way to 
get clear of them but by fhowing 
them a clean pair of Heels, which 
he did, and a Corporal of the 5Cth 
had a fair Tryal for, and got (afe 
in the Fort. 

There is killed and wounded in 
this Engagement about thirty £n- 
glifh, the Number of Indians b not 
known. 

The have murdered Capt. Duel 
[Dalyell] in a barbarous Manner 
by Schelping him, cutting of one of 



61 

1763. 
Auguft. 

16 



his Arms and one Leg and takeing 
out his Bowels, his Body was brought 
in and buried in the Fort. lift 
Night arrived here feveniy of the 
46th Reg^. 
I am Sir 
Your moft Hum^l* Scrv't. 
T. De Couaonb. 
P. S. By the Prifoners we have 
Account of the Seneckees, it is fuf- 
pc£ked that they have joyned the 
Delia wares. 

^ Paterero, or Pederero, a fmall 
Cannon mounted as a Swivel. 

The 
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17^5' The Wind N. W, Laft Night & this Morning 
^^8^' before Day the Ottawas chang'd their Camp from be- 

,g hind the Grand Marais to the River Rouge,^ where 
they will be very convenient to harrafs any Party that 
may be coming up ; or the Veflels, as they will have 
early Intelligence of it, and Time to poft themfelves 
in the moft convenient Places for that Purpofe. 
, Laft Night Mr. Watkins with about eighteen Volun- 
teers lay in Mr. Babi's Houfe as the Indians had paft 
it two Nights before in order to try how near they 
cou'd come to the Fort. But he did not cet an Opper- 
tunity of firing upon any of them as there was Cry 
given as foon as ne got there, which we imagine to 
have been one of their Centrys. 

This Evening the Commandant rec^ a Letter from 
oncWaflbng, the Chief of the Chippawas, to this EfFeft: 
That if he had a Mind to leave the Fort he might do 
it peacibly at prefent, but if not that the River would 
foon be ftop'd up. That he had never yet fought 
againft him, for that if he had the Fort wou'd have 
been burn'd long ago, with a great many threats & very 
infolent Expreffions. The Commandant fent Word 
to the Indians that if they had any thing to fay to 
come to the Fort ; that he knew they cou'd not write 
& therefore might be impof 'd on by thofe that wrote 
for them, & defir'd the Meflenger to tell the French 
that the firft that wrote another Letter of that Kind 
might expe<5t to be hang'd ; which we fuppofe was in 
confequence of fome Batteaux that were lent up the 
River in the Morning to fee what the Enemy were 
doing, as it was reported they were making a large Raft. 

'9 The Wind eafterly, but not much of it. This Day 
finifh'd another Batteau for a four pownder. 

^ The River Rouge empties into four Miles below the Site of the 
the Detroit River from the Weft, Fort. 

The 
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The Wind N. eafterly in the Morning & wefterly 1763- 
in the Afternoon, but not much of it. Ai^. 

This Morning at Half an Hour paft three Capt. 
Hopkins, Enfign Perry & Enfign Kiggel and forty 
Men of the Piket, with Capt. Roger & four or five of 
his Men, & Mr. Watkins & Mr. Cornwell and fome 
other Volunteers went to waylay the Road that the 
Indians generally take to pafs from the Puttawattimy 
Village to the Camp up the River, to favour which 
the Commandant fent up four Batteaux, two with a 
four Pownder in each, and two with Patteraroes, they 
went as far as the upper End of the Ifle au Cochon,^^ 
and drew a good many of the Indians that way, but Capt. 
Hopkins being difcover'd return'd without being able 
to do any thing. 

The Wind S. & S. eafterly, but very little of it. 
This Day part of the Picket was out about four hun- 
dred Yards from the Fort lodg'd in Houfes to try to 
catch or kill fome Indians that daily came near the 
Fort, but their Intelligence was fo good that they 
always knew of it and never came near enough. A 
Woman was wounded through the Arm by Accident 
at the Door of a Houfe behind which were two Indians. 

The Wind foutherly in the Morning, from 12 till 
Night S. E. pretty frefti, then more foutherly. This 
Day part of the Picket was out as yefterday and fir d 
a great many Shot at the Enemy, but was fo far off 
that they cou'd not do any Execution. On their going 
out they faw two Indians whom they foUow'd in pur- 
fuit of whom we had one Man ihot through the thigh, 
for the Indians ran away (as is their Cuftom) as foon 
as they faw our Men, and when they returned the 
Indians return'd alfo and generally got a Shot at our 
Men without expofing themfelves, however we heard 

•^Nearly five Miles from the Fort. 
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J 763- that one of the two that ran away this Morning was 
Auguft. fhot through the Body. 
"^'^ At Halfpaft nine this Evening a Negro made his 

Efcape from one Marfacks who had bought him from 

the Indians. 

23 The Wind S. & S. wefterly all Day. This Morn- 
ing we were informed that one of the Indians died laft 
Night that was wounded yefterday & that two others 
are wounded. 

This Day the Picket was at Mr. Barrois & a little 
beyond it ikirmifliing with the Indians the moft Part 
of the Day, we fir'd a good many Shells in the Garden 
where fome of them was & fir'd feveral Shot through 
the Houfes they were in, fo that we imagine they re- 
ceived a good deal of Damage. About Half an Hour 
before Sunfet the Party was order'd in, and as foon as 
the Rear of the Party was well in the Fort they were 
impudent enough to come to Mr. St. Martins Houfc 
and fir'd feveral Shot in at the Gate & fet Fire to two 
or three little out Houfes that we had PoffeflTion of all 
Day, which the Commandant thought fo infolent that 
he fent out Major Rogers with the Picket to take 
Poffeffion again, and upon his appearing the Indians 
run away & he remained there all Night. We had 
three Men wounded to day. 

24 The [Wind] S. & S. wefterly but not much of it ; 
in the Afternoon Rain, the Wind changing all round 
the Compafs. 

This Night the Commandant fent out an Officer & 
thirty Men of the Picket to keep Poffeffion of Mr. 
Brarrois's Houfe & Barn to proteft it & Mr. St. 
Martins, which the Indians faid they wou'd burn, 
which he intended to do till they had thrafli'd their 
Corn, &c. This Day we had two Men wounded, but 
one of them very flightly. 

This 
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This Day a Bcnnickec^ Indian came into the Fort 1763- 
for a Pafs to go to Montreal, being the third time -^"8^ 
within this five Days ; he faid he had been at War ^"^ 
againft the Cherokces, & that his Brother who came 
with him laft Winter with Mr. Fergufon went a hunt- 
ing when he went away and he had not heard of him 

fince. But one an Albany Trader who was taken 

with ohe Meldrum between Miamee & Ouiattanon, 
came in this Evening and inform'd us that he had 
been four Days in the Woods without any thing to 
cat, having made his Efcape from one of the Puttawat- 
tamee Villages about forty Miles off, where he heard 
the Indians fay that in Capt. Dalyels Affair there was 
fix Ottawas, two Chippewas and one Bennickee Indian 
kiird, which Bennickee we fuppofe to be the Brother 
of this one that is in the Fort. 

At ten this Night the Indians fet Fire to a fmall 
Houfe that we had Poffeffion of all Day from which 
we gall'd them. It was too far from the other Houfes 
that we had Poffeffion of to keep Men in, as they were 
always liable to be cut off. 

This Day in the Afternoon the Indians came to *S 
their Poft & fir'd a good deal at our Men that keep'd 
Poffeffion of Mr. Barrois Houfe &c., but without 
doing any Harm. 

This Morning Mr. Cecote & Mr. Forvillecame to 26 
the commanding Officer in the Name of four of the moft 
principal Chiefs of the Ottawas to aflc Mr. Labute to 
come to fpeak to them, but Mr. Labute did not choofe 
to go, & the Commandant wou'd not ord«r him. In 
the Afternoon they fir'd a great deal & expof 'd them- 
felves more than ufual. At four o'Clock they fet Fire 
to Mr. Babi's Houfe which burn'd to the Ground in 

^Abduque* 
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i763« a few Minutes. This Day we had one Man wounded. 
Auguft. xhc Wind S. & S. wefterly. 

J- The Wind S. This Morning we were inform'd that 
there was one Indian kill'd yefterday & three wounded. 
This Day did not fire fo much as yefterday, wounded 
one Indian. 

*^ The [Wind] S. W. Very little firing to day at the 
advanced Poft. 

29 The Wind weavering from S. S. E. to W. N. W. 
This Day by Accident found two Keys that had been 
lately made, one of which open'd one of our fmall 
Gates & the other a large oi^e. Yefterday about fifty 
Indians ariv'd here, 30 of whom had been oppofite to 
the landing Place o Mile up the River, & fay they (aw 
a great many EngHfti carry g Provifion on their Backs 
and otherwife, are likewife inform'd that the Indians 
that [went] to Montreal with Mr. Lerond by Pondiacs 
leave are come back, who met Cap. Etherington & 
Garrifon about 25 Leagues from thence. 

3Q The Wind chang d all Day from S. E. to S. & S. S. W. 

This Evening we were inform'd that four Hurons 
ariv'd from Sanduiky to inform the Indians here that 
there was an Army of two thoufand Men between that 
& Fort Pitt on their way hither, that the Indians had 
been neer enough to fire upon them, & the Englifti 
returning the fire kill'd feven of the Miamee Nation. 

The Indians fir'd a good deal from their Breaftwork 
at the outlying Picket to day. 

J, The Wind chang'd all round the Compafs. This 

Morning Hft were inform'd that a Chief of the Miflc- 
fagys was badly wounded yefterday. 
^P^- ' The Wind almoft due Eaft all Day. This Day we 
were inform'd that the Chief of Miflefagys who was 
wounded the 30 Auguft died yefterday. This Day 
the Nephew of a great Chief of the Ottawas was kill'd 
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at their Retrench* that they were trying to open again, 'T^S* 
as Mr. Brehm deftroy'd it yefterday Nlorning. ^^ 

The Wind Eaft & a little to the fouthward of Eaft ^ 
all Day. The Indians fir'd a good deal to day at the 
advanc'd Picket. 

The Wind a little to the fouthward of Eaft. This 3 
Morning we were inform'd that the Scooner was in 
the River near the lowermoft inhabitants & that there 
was fome Mohawks in her, as four of them had landed 
and fent for Babi^ & Theata of the Hurons to come 
& {peake with them & then went on board again. 

At one o'clock the Indians came and fet Fire to a 
Windmill about three hundred Yards from the Fort. 
At Half an Hour apaft 2 one Mr. Petet & another 
Frenchman ariv'd from the Illinois by way of Fort St. 
Jofeph, who inform'd us that 28 Days ago Mr. Neyon 
the Commandant there had not red^ the ace* of the 
Peace from Authority but expeAed it every Dav. He 
had heard it from New Orleans by an Englim Mer- 
chant that was ariv'd there from Martinico. 

That the Oueattanon Indians had been with Mr. 
Neyon for Ammunition and he had given them about 
three Barrels of Powder & Lead in Proportion, enough 
to keep them from ftarving a little while. 

The Wind Eaft the moft of the Day. Laft Night 4 
at about 9 o'Clock 340 Indians embark'd in Cannoes 
and went to board the Scooner. The Merchants were 
on Shore. The Channel where the Veflel lay not being 
very wide and Rufties growing on each Side of it, 
they came within a little more than a hundred Yards 
of her before they were difcover'd & then rufti'd in at 
once upon her furrounding her with Cannoes & Bat- 

® Babie, the Huron Chief, figned Odinghquanooron, and he appears 
the Treaty at Fort Niagara, July to have poflcflcd confidcrable Influ- 
18, 1764. His Indian Name was ence among his Tribe. 

teaux 
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1 7^3* tcaux and under a very brilk fire attempted to cut 
^ ^ holes in her Stern & the Cable. The Cable they cut, 
but notwithftanding there was but twelve on board, 
two of whome Mr. HorTey and another was kill'd 
& four wounded at the beginning, they never was able 
to board her, but oblig'd to fly with the lofs (as the 
French tell us) of eight kill'd & twenty wounded. 
When the Commanding Oflicer was informed that there 
was Indians on board and but twelve Men, he fent off 
an Exprefs with a Letter to Mr. Horfey, but they 
did not get down till the Attack began, and confe- 

Suently cou'd not get on board, and this Morning, the 
fth, when we were informed that ftie had been attacked, 
the Commandant fent down four Row Galleys. 

5 The Wind S. E. At 9 o'Clock the Row Galleys 
returned, Capt. Hopkins & about twenty Men includ- 
ing fome Volunteers remained on board. 

At 1 1 the Wind fpring up a little & the Schooner 
came in Sisht and at Half apaft three caft Anchor op- 
pofite the Fort. She brought 47 Barrals of Flour & 
160 of Pork. 

6 The Wind S. W. This Day we heard that the In- 
dians were watching near the Mouth of the River to 
pick up thofe that were kill'd. The Mohawks fay that 
the Hurons kept them Prifoners after they went on 
Shore, but from all Appearance they are great Rafcals 
& came with an Intent to betray the People in the 
Vcflels. 

7 The Wind S. W» This Day we were infonn'd that 
fcven Indians died of their Wounds. The Com- 
mandant being inform'd by the People in the Schooner 
that there was two more Indians coming in the Sloop, 
who with thofe that came in the Schooner might have 
laid a Scheme to come on board with other Indians 
as Friends and endeavour to take her by Treachery, 
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thought proper to fend a Man with a Letter to the 17^3* 
River Cannard (as if he was going a hunting) with ^P^ 
Orders to remain there till the Sloop came into the '^^^ 
River, and then to go on board of her and give the 
Letter to the Commander, to whom he gave Orders 
for preventing any Treachery that they might think to 
practice againft him. 

This Morning the Commandant was informed that g 
it was rcaly the Intention of the Mohawks to betray the 
Sloop if they cou'd & for that Purpofe they were gone 
to the Mouth of the River, upon which the Wind 
coming about he order'd the Schooner to make ready 
to fail, and wrote a fhort Letter to the General telling 
him the Reafon of his being oblig'd to fend her away 
before he had Time to write all that he intended, and 
wrote a Letter to the Commander of the Sloop with 
Orders & Directions how to behave in coming up the 
River. The Wind N. W. when the Schooner failed at 
Half pad one and continued fo till about Half after 
four, when it came about to Eaft and continued all 
Night. 

The Wind E. Laft Night at about 1 1 o'Clock the 9 
Indians burn'd the Bam of Mr. Reaume^ on the other 
Side of the River with about 1000 Bufhels of Wheat 
in it, fome Peas & fome Hay. 

This Morning we were informed that fevcnty Put- 
tawattamys ariv'd from St. Jofephs. 

The Wind S. W. Nothing Extraordinary to day. 10 

The Wind wefterly all Day, & at Night blew pretty 
frefli. 

The Wind wefterly. 

••In 1777, one Pierre Reaume terfetded at Green Bay in 1 790, 

was a prominent Settler at Detroit, and after holding a civil Office iiMiiy 

and cbe next Year Charics Resone Year* died between 1818 and 18x4. 

was a Captain in the Britifli Indian — Firft An. Rtp. State Hifi. Su. 

Department at that Place. The lat- ffifconjtn, 6 1 . 

The 
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1763. The Wind S. & S. Weft. This Day we were in- 
^P^ form'd that there was a Veflcl feen at the Mouth of 
the River yefterday Morning. 

One of the Sailors that was wounded in the Scooner 
told us yefterday that the Sloop was going to land 200 
Men and Provifion at Prefque Ifle & was then to re- 
turn to Niagara for Provifion for this Place, which if 
true is very furprizing, as they knew we had but fix 
Weeks Provifion in Store when flie went away, and 
the Scooner was fent loaded with Pork, all to about 
forty Barrels of Flour. 

14 The Wind S. W. This Day we were informed that 
forty Puttawattmys were gone to their Village at St. 
Jofephs. 

15 The Wind W. & S. W. For two or three Days 
paft we have had Acct" of the VeflTels being at the 
Mouth of the River & of Boats being at Sandufky. 

16 The Wind wefterly. To day we heard that the In- 
dians were making ready their Cannoes to go off. 

17 The Wind S. & S. W. Laft Night a Soldier that 
was taken the !29th May coming from Michilimacki- 
nac & a Merchant made their Elcape & came into the 
Fort. The Soldier fays that he was told by a French- 
man that the Reafon that the People afk Billets or 
Certificates from Pondiac for their Cattle was because 
the People in Canada were to pay Half their LoflTes. 
That he fpoke with Aaron the Mohawk, who told him 
he was fent here by Sir William Johnfton to find who 
were the Caufe of the War. 

18 The Wind S. & S. W. This Day we were informed 
that the Ottawas, Puttawattamys & Wiandots were to 
go oflF to morrow. That a Cannoe with fome Hurons 
was ariv'd from the Eaft End of Lake Erie who faid 
that they faw a Number of Troops embark'd on board 
the Sloop and a great Number of Batteaux on their way 
hither. The 
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The Wind W. & N. W. Very frefh all Day & laft 1763. 
Night from 8 o'Clock it blew very hard Squawls from ^^P ^ 
the fame Quarter with a great deal of Rain. ,g 

This Day we were informed that the Puttawattamys 
were all gone, & that the Ottawas were angry at Pon- 
diac for propofing to go, & they chofe one Manitoo 
for their Chief in his Place. 

The Wind W. & N. W., very frefti all Day and 20 
very cold for the Seafon. Laft Night twelve French- 
men got a Pafs for Montreal & took fome Letters with 
them. 

The Wind W & N. W. and very Cold. We were ^i 
informed a few Days ago by Monf*^ Fortville that 
Baptifte Deriverre with his Party who came from the 
Illinois with Monf' Sabole fought in Conjunction 
with the Indians againft the Veflel when Mr. Horfey 
was kiird. 

The Wind Weft till 12 o'Clock when it changed to " 
the Eaftward of South, and continued all Day a light 
Breeze, the Air not being fo cold as it had been for 
two or three Days before. Yefterday the Indians fent 
word to all the Inhabitants not to offer to go into the 
Fort for three Days, and if any came out of the Fort 
they were to tell them to go back & inform thofe 
witnin not come out during that Time, under Pain of 
having their Houfes & Barns burnt. 

The Wind S. & a little to the Eaftward of S. 23 

The Wind S. E. and E. S. E. all Day. Laft Night 24 
at about a Quarter after eight o'Clock Serjeant Fisher 
in pafling from the Fort to Mr. St. Martins Houfe 
was fir'd upon by two Indians as we fuppofe & was 
kiird, which gave Reafon for us to think that it was 
Scheme laid by the French & Indians to get an Officer 
Prifoner, as they knew the Commandant and many of 
the Officers walk'd there (fince we took Poft at Mr. 

Barrois's 



Digitized by 



Google 



72 Pontiac^s Siege of Detroit. 

«763- Barrois's) after Night, and for that Reafon the French 
J" ^y\ was neither to come in nor go out of the Fort ; as 
otherwife they might fire upon fomc of them inftead 
of us. 

This Day at about one o' Clock Baby the Huron 
came into the Fort but brought nothing extraordinary. 
He faid that the moft of nis Errant was to fee the 
Major & pay him his Refpedte, it being the firft Opper- 
tunity he had fince he was in before, as the Ottawas & 
Puttawattamys were always being along the Road to 
watch our Motions, 
as The Wind S. & S. E. till twelve of Clock then 
chang'd to the Weft with Rain. 

This Evening we were informed that the Enemy 
intended to attempt to furprife the advanced Poft. 
The Night was very bad, it raining very hard & the 
Wind ihifting with hard Squawls from South to Weft. 

26 The Wind pretty frefti from the Weft with Rain. 
This Day we were mform'd that fome Indians came in 
laft Night that had been to fee whether there was an 
Army on the Lake or no, who reported that there was 
a vaft Number of Boats between this & Sandufky 
which they imagin'd wou'd be here this Night or to 
morrow. 

27 The Wind wefterly all Day with Rain. This Day 
Aron the Mohawk fent word to the Commandant that 
he would come into the Fort to night or to morrow 
night. 

28 The Wind N. W. & N. all Day. 

29 The Wind W. all Day, hazy weather. Laft Night 
at feven o'Clock Aron the Huron [Mohawk] came 
into the Fort wth his Pafe from Sir William [Johnfon] 
& five other Mohawks who were to join Capt. Dalyell, 
who iaid that he was fent to find out the Reafon of the 
War, and that he was convinced the French were great 

Ralcals, 
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Rafcals, yet the firft Belts came from the Five Nations, »763- 
and that the Mr, Horfey knt him afhore before the ^^ 
Schooner was attacked, Contrary to his own Judgment, 
to buy Vegetables ; that the Vcflfel was attacked in 
Confequence of the Intelligence that was given the In- 
dians by the two Frenchmen that went on board of her, 
& not from any that he or his People gave, and that 
the People on that Side of the River mrnifh'd them 
with Cannoes & every thing they wanted. That many 
of the Inhabitants were going ofF to the Miffifippi 
with Quantitys of Merchandize that they had bougnf 
of the Indians, that they had taken from our Merch*«. 
He promif 'd to return in three or four Days. 

The Wind S. to N. E. 3o 

The Wind N. & N. E. & fome Part of the Day oa. i 
N. W. 

This Morning a Frenchman croff'd the River a 
little above the Fort with his Goods on his way to a 
Hotife down the River that he had hir'd, but being 
caird to, to come in Shore, and not obeying was fir'd 
upon, which he did not mind but went on. The 
Commandant then ordered a Boat to bring them back, 
which they feeing coming after them oWig'd them 
to put in Shore oppofite the Port. But as no Enemy 
was to be ftren, the Boat went in under the Bank to 
bring her off, btit before they got thirty Yards from 
the ^lore two Indians came running down, and fir'd 
upon them & kilKd one Man. 

The Wind N. E. This Morning, at ic^oXloek, Lieut. « 
Brehm, Lieut. Abbot, Enf » RiggcW & nryfelf were 
fent wp the River with ftmr airm'd Bacteaux to Recon- 
noitre an Ifland in the Mouth of Lake St. Clair to fee 
tfit was poffibte to bring Wood fiom it for the Garri- 
fon & to trj to brirrg off a Ships Boat that the Indians^ 
took from Capt. Robinfon, whe» we. were' about four 
1 1 Miles 
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»763- Miles from the Fort the Indians began to fire upon us 
™^ from Holes they had made on the Side of the River, and 
two or three Times attempted to put ofF in a Batteaux 
& two or three Cannoesas we imagined to crofs the River 
to fire upon us from each Shore, but we drove them 
afhore as foon as they were well on board, but at laft 
feeing we only loft Time with them, pulh'd on to per- 
form what we were fent about, when we had gain'd the 
upper End of the Hogg Ifland we faw them pulh off 
with nineteen Cannoes & Batteaux & feem'd to follow 
us, & when we were in the narrow Part of the River 
furrounded us under a briik Fire from each Shore; 
upon which we turn'd to attack them, they ftill pulh- 
ing on with great Bravery all open to our Fire, making 
a great Hallowing ; at length Lieut. Brehm got a good 
Shot at fome of them with a four Pownder charg'd 
with Grape at about forty or fifty Yards Diftance, 
which he fo difabled that out of about 1 5 or 1 6 that 
were in it we cou'd not fee but two that paddled. 
They then put on Shore fome on one Side of the River 
and fome on the other, & cry'd two death Hollows ; 
we then rowed up and down in the fame Part of the 
River & call'd to them to put oflF again, that we were 
waiting for them. But they were then very quiet & 
did not Hollow as in the Beginning, & chofe rather to 
fire few ftraggling Shot from Shore than attempt com- 
ing off again. Then finding it too late to proceed we 
returned to the Fort. We had one Man kill'd & three 
wounded, two of which were very flight. We have not 
yet heard what Number of them were kill'd or wounded. 
Upon our Return we were inform'd that one of the 
VelTels were in the Mouth of the River. 
3 At 12 o'clock, the Wind being almoft South, heard 

firing of Cannon & fmall Arms down the River, & at 
one or Half paft, the Schooner came in Sight; about 

Half 
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Half paft three (he arriv'd at the Fort, in which came 
Capt. Montrefor, who inform'd us that the Sloop was 
loft the 28th of Auguft between Prefque Ifle & Nia- 
gara, ^^ the Provifion and Guns were all loft except 185 
Barrells, which they brought in the Schooner ; the 
Rigging was all carried to Niagara. 

The Wind S. W., pretty frelh with Showers of Rain. 
Laft Night the Enemy fet Fire to a Barn about fixty 
Yards from the Poft occupied by our outlying Picket, 
and crawl'd about the whole Night to try to get a Pri- 
foner & kill a Gentry, but they did not fucceed if that 
was their Defign, but on the Contrary had one Man 
kiird as our People fir'd at every thing they faw move. 
Another had a fpeer run through his Body by one of 
their own People, and we hear is like to die. 

The Wind Weft & very frefh. This Day the 
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* Letters to Sir William Johnfon : 
Niagara, 8th Sep^ 1763. 

S*": In my laft I wrote you that 
y* Sloop was loft upon Lake Eric, 
fincc y* have been on Shore they 
have been attacked by a few ftrag- 
ling Indians, we have loft three Men 
in y^ Breaftwork and one out that 
was fcalped. Dan^ & y* Reft of 
the Indians behaved very well. 

De Couagne. 
Cat Fish Creek, 9th Scpi" 1763. 
14 Mills on Lak Eria. 

Dr : According to Daniel Ough- 
noar's Defirc I now take the Free- 
dom to write to you. The 8di ult™ 
we have been caft away at this 
Place which detained him from 
Profeiding to Detroit, but he fays 
hell go forward and deliver your 
Belts and bring you an Anfwcr from 
the different Nations according to 
your Dire^ons. The 3d Inft we 



had 3 Men kill by a fmall Partey of 
Indians. Daniel fpoke to them at 
little Diftance from the Breaftwork 
but they would not tell what Nation 
they were, he fays he believes they 
are Cinices [Senecasl. We exped 
the Scooncr from Detroit dayly. 
Aaron & 5 Indians went in her to 
Detroit. Daniel gives his Comp" 
to you & Familey and deiire the 
Favour of you in cafe you fee his 
Wife to tell her that he is well. 
Sir excufe my Freedom in writing 
in fuch a maner for I have had the 
Fever 8c Eague ihofe feveral Days. 
I am Sir your moft 
ob* HumW Servant, 
Collin Andrews. 
P. S Capt. Coghran gives his 
Complements to you, he has ufed 
Daniel extremely well. — MSS. cf 
Sir William Jobtifon^ vol. vii. 

This 
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'763- Schooner was made ready to fail. This Day we were 
2!^ inform'd that there was two hundred Indians & twenty 
five Cannoes when they attack'd the Boats. 

6 The Wind Weft. Aron the Mohawk came in to 
day to fee his Comrades that came in the Schooner, 
who told us that there was three Chippewas kill'd & 
feven wounded the fecond Inftant. That the Hurons 
were fickly with a bad Feever. That feven or eight 
had died within five or fix Days paft. 

7 The Wind E. & N. E. The Schooner fail'd at 
twelve o'clock, in which went Capt. Grey, Lieut. 
Brown & Lieut, McDonald. 

This Day Mr, Campo came to the Commandant in 
the Name of Wabicommigot a Toronto Chief to know 
his Sentiments about a Peace, to which the Major 
gave no dired Anfwer, but told Mr. Campo that he 
might bring him to the Fort & he wou'd fpeake to 
him. He ariv'd here laft Sunday with twenty four 
Men as he fays not to make War, but to try to accom- 
modate Affairs. 

8 The Wind E. & N. Eaft. This Day 60 Miamccs 
ariv'd ; we hear that the Chippewas are preparing all 
the Boats & Cannoes they can to attack the arm'd 
Boats when they go up the River again. 

9 The Wind Weft & N. W. LaA Night a Soldier, 
a Trader and a Cherokee that was Prifoner with the 
Indians made their Efcape & came into the Fort. 

This Day we were inform'd that the Indians had 
taken all the Cannoes they cou^d get from tke Inhab- 
itants but know not for what End. 

10 The Wind E. to N. E. in the Morning, in the Af- 
ternoon wefterly. 

i« The Wind wefterly* Yefterday was held a Council 

with the Miffifagues, and this Day another with the 
fame. 

The 
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The Wind from W. to N. W., pretty frcih all Day. 1763. 

The Wind Weft & a little to the North of Weft all ^^^ 
Day & pretty frefti. , . 

The Wind W. & N. W. with Snow in the Morn- ,$ 
ing. 

The Wind chang'd from one Point to another all '^ 
Day with now & then Snow. 

The Wind S. & S. E. \l 

The Wind Eafterly. 

The Wind Eafterly. The Councils that has been 19 
held thefe few Days paft has been attended with this 
good Effed, that we have been able to mt in fome 
Wheat & fome little Flower, without which we fliou'd 
not have an Ounce of Flower in the Garrifon ten 
Days paft, as the Men for upwards of ieren Weeks 
paft have had only five Pounds of Flower p' Week, & 
for the other two Pounds Half a Gallon of Wheat 
each. 

This Day a Soldier fav'd himfelf by running off ^5 
from a Chibbawa who brought him to Cuefieres to iel). 

This Morning Capt. Grant with a Party of i co *9 
Men was font to the Ifle au Couchon to cut Wood for 
the Garrifon, the Commandant not chooiing to let 
more Time pafs in waiting for the Troops tha^ he exr 
peAed fome Time ago. 

Laft Night Mons. Deqoendfe a Cadctte ariv'd from 3o 
the Illinois and was in Council with Pondiac and the 
Chie& of all the Nations here, and this Morning 
brought a Letter to the Commandant from Mon'' Dar 
neyoD Commandant of the Illinois Country, with a 
Speech which he fent addreff' d to all Indians with 
three Belts of Wampum & four Pipes of Peace, which 
he diftributed to the Nations as he aaat along* in 
the Speech he let them know that Peace was made be- 
tween England & France & exhorted them to live in 

Peace 
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1763- Peace with us, telling them that fighting againft us at 
2^ Prefent was fighting againft then, and defiring them to 
^'" efteem their Brothers the French that remained amongft 
us, as they wou'd never be abandoned by them. That 
they chang'd their Situation as the King order'd, & that 
they had given up thofe Parts of the Country that be- 
long'd to the King & not theirs, and defir'd an Anfwer 
to his Speech telling them they fhou'd allways receive 
-Succours from them at fuch & luch Places. That their 
Villages would be full of Amunition & Merchandize. 
Upon which Pondiac fent in Word to the Command- 
ant that their Hatchet was buried & defir'd to have his 
Anfwer in writing. To which the Commandant an- 
fwer'd that if he had begun the War it wou'd be in his 
Power to end it ; but as it was him, he muft wait the 
Pleafure of the General, to whome he wou'd write & 
inform him of his pacific Inclination in cafe he com- 
mitted no more Hoftilities. Pondiac then faid he 
wou'd not commit any more & wou'd come when he 
was fent for. 

The News of the diflSnitive Treaty ariv'd at the 
Illinois the 27 of September. In another Letter to 
the Inhabitants of the Peace being concluded, he mark'd 
five Places on the South Side o? the Miflipi that any 
of the Inhabitants might retire to that had an Inclina- 
tion where they wou'd receive all the Succour that was 
in his Power to give them. From which one may 
imagine that if one word cou'd prevent all the Nations 
from committing further Hoftilities it was in their 
Power with a very few to do all they have done & that 
they will always remain in their Intereft as long as they 
have any Footing on the Continent from whence they 
can fuccour them. 
31 *^This Day Mr. Jadeau was in the Fort& in talk- 

•• The following Extradl from a Letter of Wm. Edgar at Detroit, 

ing 
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ing with Major Gladwin about Provifion, he told him *763- 
that ever fince the Beginning of this Affair, the Inhab- 2^ 
itants in his Diftrict had received Orders to give Pon- 
diac a Bulhel of Peas or Wheat pr. Family, under Pain 
of difobey*ng the greateft of Orders, & that when the 
Indians were alk'd who gave them the Orders they faid 
fometimes Mons. Cecotte & fometimes Baptift Campo. 
Once in particular one of the Inhabitants upon being 
told that it was Cecotte that gave the Order tore it & 
told him he did not mind the Order nor Cecotte and 
then went away. The next Day the Indians came & 
it was much as all the reft of the Inhabitants cou'd do 
to prevent them from taking every thing he had in the 
World & pulling down his Houfe. 

The following Names are thofe People who went 
from the Settlement & from his Diftrift within thefe 
three Weeks without Leave : 

Grenon, an Inhabitant. 

Millehomme Do. 

Brifar & his Family. 

De Roen. 

Jean Faies. 

Des Cheine, Labourer, & one Lizott Do. 
Three Days ago Aron went from the River Huron Nov. 10 
on his way to Fort Pitt with Letters. 

dated Nov^ i*S 1763, dates the Ottawas who were the only Nation 

Progrcfs of pacific Overtures as then here difpofed for continuing the 

undcrilood: War (all the reft having beggpd 

** I have lately red* a Letter from Forgiveneis for what they have 

Homlach, which came by an Officer done of our worthy Commandant) 

from Illinois, who brought a Belt 8c arc now with the others, fuing for 

Letter to the Savages, with the Ac- Peace, in the moll abjedt Manner, 
count of the Peace between England Mr. Prentice is very well at 

ic France which neidier the Savages Sanduflcy, 2$ is Mr. Winflon at St. 

nor the French, here believed till Jofeph's, and from the prefent Dif- 

now. In Confequence of which, pofition of the Savages I apprehend 

our mod implacable Enemies, the they will foon bring them m^ 

This 
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17^3- This Day by the Returns from the Commi(&ry it 
^^\ appeared that wc had upwards of 9000 weight of Flour 
"^'" & Wheat equal to about ^3000 more, which would 
have been enough for to keep 150 Men here all the 
Winter^ as the Commandant had given over any 
thoughts of Boats coming & ima^n'd the Veflel was 
loft, as Aie had been gone from this upwards of thirty 
Days, 

This Evening Mr. Jadeau came in with a Letter 
from the Schooner dated at Ifle au Boifblond, informing 
us that the Troops had left Ntanra the 20th OAober. 

Mr. Jadeau in Converfation happen d to tell before 
Mr. Duauindfe that Pondiac had £iid he was going 
with 9 ot his Men to the Illinois with him, & that he, 
Pondiac, had been iniorm'd that Mr. Dequindfe was 
to take a good noany French with him^ which a little 
fhock'd Mr. Duquindfe as he had given out that he 
was to pafs by St. Jofepha. 
1 1 At three o' Clock the Schooner ariv'd, in which came 
Mr. Wille"> of the 80th, who brought us the difagree- 
able Acc't of a Party of about 70 Men being cot off at 
the Carrying Place at Niagara by a large Body of In- 
dians, as alio the \ok of OK>ft of the Carriages & Bul- 
locks, whicli undoubtedly prevented the Army from 
coming fo foon as they otherwife wopu'd have dottc.^^ 

* The AffkiT here aHaded to, is ceprions the whole were killed, or 

tfie Surprise and Ma€«cre at the dnren eflT a frightftil Fredpice of 

Devi^ft Holfe, three Mile* betew a hundred and eighty feet. The 

Niagara Falls and on the Road then W^n* ancJ their Contents, with 

Mcendy conftpu^ted from Fort Nia- the ox-Team* attached, were My 

gara. to- Fort* SdUofl^. hurfcd dowir the Chafe. William 

hv September, twenty-five Wag- Stedman, the CtMtradoPi i nwrow l y 

ons baded' with Pi^vifions and efcaped on horfeback, and » drum- 

Supjrfie* for Detroit, and efcoried mer Bby, named Mktthews, was^ 

by fifty Soldiers and their Officers,, eaught by his Belt in the Limbs of 

were ambufcaded at this Point by a Tree, which broke the Force of 

Seneca Itodians, and' with two ai- his Fall, and? he fell in the River 

This 
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This Morning two Indians ariv'd from Point au 
Pain, with a Letter one Half wrote in Erfe & the 
other in Englifh, from Major Montcrife, giving an 
Account of the Batteau being call away the feventh 
Inftant at the Highlands beyond the (aid Point, where 
they loft 20 Boats & 50 Barrels of Provifions, with 
two Officers and a Surgeon drown' d, as alfo 70 Men, 
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near the Shore. He lived many 
Years afterwards near Queenfton. 

The fonowing Letters, addrefled 
to Sir WiOiaro Johnfon, relate to 
theie Events on the Niagara Fron- 
tier: 

Niagara, Odlober 17th, 1763. 

Sir: I have acquainted you of 
the hd Ufage of the Savages to the 
Detachment of our Forces that 
turned out at lower Landing fome- 
time paft, where the Officers and 
Men were almoft totally deftroyed 
by them together with the King's 
working Catde. Our Endeavor 
fincc in tranfporting Provifions to 
little Niagara, intended for Detroit, 
has been fafely hurried on without 
their offerii^ to di^rb ihc Troops, 
bat a few Days ago they killed a 
Man on the Race that dropped be- 
hind and fcalped him. There are 
fotnr Men more of the Flankers 
miflcd, all thb wtthoK the Noiie of 
a Gun. The Man that was fcalped 
was between Starlings Houfe and 
the Fort. They gave one fire at 
the Troops, Fort, or in the Air, 
uncertain, none being hart or any 
Damage done. I have no more to 
acquaint you of but conclude Sir, 
Your moft ob* Serv^, 

De Couagne. 
I forgot there were ibme Catde fent 
12 



here from Ontario fince which we 
had up at Work and now they are 
all taken, fh)Ie by the Savages or 
ftraying in the Woods, 

NuGARA, Nov' nth, 1763. 
Hony« Sirs: 

My lafl to you was to acquaint 
you of Daniel, &c., which I hope 
came fafe to your Hands, fince 
which a fmall Party went out from 
the Lower Landing to cut Wood, 
when a Body of Indians furrounded 
them Be killd U fcalped nine, one of 
which had his Head cut off within 
Sight of that Poll, it is fuppofed 
that the Indian who did this Murder 
was wounded from the Fort, as he 
was feen go of lamq with the Head 
in his Hand, all which happened 
on the fifth Inflant. 

I an) in hopes of a Line from 
you the firfl Oppertunity wherein 
fhould be glad to know how Af- 
fiurs go down the Country, I mean 
in regard to the Indians, Sec. 
lam Sir 

Your obd* Huml« Ser. 
De Couagne. 

P. S. Sir here is two Sifters of 
Silver Heells at this Place who would 
be gjad to know where he is. One 
of them is the lame one, the other 
is the young one. Neither of them 
dare go to the Caftle. 

& 
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1763- & that all their Amunition, even the Mens Cartridges, 
^^^' were wet, & that they had wifely (not knowing our 
Circumftances) take na Refolution to turn back to 
Niagara. But from the Steps Major Gladwin had 
taken fome Time before he was in a Situation to keep 
a tolerable Garrifon here with Provifion till the Month 
of May, & was in a good way of getting in enough till 
the Month of July, tho at the Expence of liftening to 
the Demands of Peace the Indians had fome Time 
before made, which notwithftanding he did not grant 
them. But put them ofF by telling them they muft 
wait the Generals Pleafure, &c., as will appear from 
the Councils he held commencing about the Middle 
of Odober. 
Dec. 5. This Day two Mohawks went from this by Land to 
Niagara with Letters ; they came from Sandufky to 
this Place, having come with a Pafs from Sir William 
Johnfton when the Schooner was attack'd. 
7 This Day Andrew the Huron got 6cxx) of Wampam 

& a good deal of Vermillion for the Voyage he made 
laft to Fort Pitt. The Reafon he took 10 much of 
thefe Commoditys was (as he f^) to fend the young 
Men of Sandulky to War againft the Cherokees. 

Mr. Jadeau told Major Gladwin that Lafontaine, an 
Inhabitant near his Houfe, told the People that the 
Peace was not yet made, and that the Army was only 
come to fave the 200 Men who departed from hence 
under the Command of Major Rogers to reinforce the 
Garrifon at Quebec, he likewife took the Oppertunity 
of robbing the Merchants Batteaux that were brought 
in by the Indians when they were Drunk. He declar'd 
before Mon. Legrand that he had no more than 17 
Yards of Chapmans Linnen, but Mr. Jadeau has found 
that he had 69 Yards. He broke open fome Cafes 
and ftole a Box with filver Trinkets which the Indians 
afterwards got from him. Prud'homme 
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Prud'homme Sen' is a dangerous Man & animates »763« 
the Savages. He underftands their Language & told ^^ 
them not to go ofF, for if they did the Englilh wou'd 
hang the French, and as for Provifion they (the Sav- 
ages) fhouid never want. 

Michael Campeau told the Indians of two Barrels 
of Powder that were hid in Mr. Jadeaux Houfe, he 
likewife animated the Indians very much. Buxton, an 
Ottawa Chief lodg'd in his Houfe. 

S' Louis, an Officer of the Militia on the South 
Side of the River, faid, when Mr. Jadeau was in 
Council with the Hurons, engaging them not to ftrike 
againft the Englilh, and gave them three Days to con- 
fider of it. What ! faid S* Louis, four Days .? it muft 
be refolv'd immediately ; (hall we let our Throats be 
cut for the Sake of the Englifh ? which fignified, fays 
Mr. Jadeau, that they (hou'd rather ftrike againft the 
Englifti than have the ill will of the Savages. He alfo 
faid it wou'd be a luckier thing for them to be with 
the Indians than the Englim. Another Time he 
told the Informer that he did not know what Domin- 
ion he was under. 

This Day Mindoghquay (a Chief of the Sagginaws '* 
who was in the Fort the 16 June & aflc'd the Com- 
mandants Friendfliip, &c. as he had not enter'd into 
the War) ariv'd here with three Prifoners of the 60 
Reg* & one Sailor who was brought from the Chibba- 
was by one Beaulieu, and demanded the Continuation 
of the Commandants Friendfliip as he had promif 'd 
in the Summer and gave him a Pipe of Peace & feveral 
large Belts. He was very well rec<^ by the Command- 
ant, as he had obey'd all his Orders from the firft Time 
he came into the Fort, retiring with his People and 
not committing Hoftillities as others did. 

Laft Night one Mackoy ariv'd here, having made 22 

his 
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1763- his Efcape from the Puttawattamces about fifteen 
^^ Ligucs from this. 

2^ This Day Mr. Cicottc came to the Fort & told the 
Commandant that the Puttawamees intended to have 
brought the Man in that made his Efcape two or three 
Days ago, and that they intended to come in hoping 
he wou d pity them. 

25 This Day Mr. Marfac inform'd us that he was afur d 
that there was four or five of the Puttawattamys of 
Naintaws Family that intended to come and take a 
Scalp if poflible, & defir'd the Commandant wou'd not 
let any body go out of the Fort, as fome of the 
Merchants had draggled out in the Country fome 
Days before. 

*7 This Day a Mohawk with one David Vanderhidcn 
ariv'd Exprefs from Niagara, which they left two Days 
after the Arival of Major Rogers, who was only fix 
Days in going from the Detroit River to the Niagara. 

31 This Day fix Indians (originally of the Saqui*® Na- 

tion) but at prefent of the Puttawattamc came in 
with a Prifoner, & told the Commandant that they came 
in Hopes of receiving Mercy. That if they pretended 
entirely to cxcufe themfclves from being concem'd in 
the late War they wou'd lye, but that did not fignify, 
tho* they were living amongit the Puttawattamys they 
were not of that Nation, nor like them. That what 
offence they committed was through fear, as they had 
been oblig'd to aflc liberty to live amongft them, hav- 
ing been oblig'd anciently to fly from other Nations, 
who had this Summer made War againft their Bro- 
thers. 

That they knew their Brothers the Putts had lied, 
& even come & fpoke to their • Brother & the fame 
Day fir'd againft his Fort, but begg'd he wou'd not 

think 
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think that they had an Inclination to do the fame, but i7^3* 
that they fpoke from their Hearts, & came to ofFer ^^ 
one of his Flefti which had fallen to them by Lot, & "^^ 
to demand Mercy. That their Famiiys were ftarving. 
That they cou'd not come into the Fort in the Sum- 
mer as the Fort was every Day on fire. That in fine 
they beg'd that they might live in the iame Friendfhip 
with their Brother that they had done when he took 
Pofleffion of the Country. That they hop'd, nor 
they wou'd not return Home fhamefully, fuppofe their 
Brothers did not iiften to them, as what they did was 
their Duty & which they wou'd have done before but 
had not an Oppertunity. That notwithftanding they 
were Orphans & had no Chiefs, & knew that the other 
Indians wou'd laugh at them, & aik'd them how their 
Brother rcc^^ them at his Fort, they wou'd not be 
afham'd as it was their Duty they were doinff, but 
ncvcrthcicfs expeded their Brother wou'd take them in 
Compafiion. 

The Prifoner being aflc'd if he knew of their going 
from Home during the Summer faid they always ftay'd 
upon their Land the whole Time, except the two tnat 
was at Prefq Ifle where he was taken, & they never 
went abroad to War after he came amongft them, but 
once in the Summer came as far as Mr. Gamelins with 
him to give him up, & the other Nations told them 
not to go to the Fort as they wou'd be kill'd. 1764. 

This Day Baby & Theata with four or five more of )*»• >o- 
their Relations came in to wiAi the Commandant a 
happy new Year, as is their Cuflom, whom he rec^ very 
well. 

This Day fome of the Puttawattamys came to the n 
Settlement & fent in Word by Mr. Cicotte that they 
wanted to come & fee their Brother the Command^ but 
Mr. Cecotte was told that the Command^ had nothing 

to 
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»764- to fay to them & they wou'd do much better to flay 
J^ at their hunting Ground. 

7^ This Day Vanderhiden & Jacob the Mohawk left 
this for Niagara with Letters. 

13 This Day one of the Chibbaways came to the Settle- 
ment & fent for Mr. Labutc to defire him to aflc the 
Commandant leave to come in & fee him, which Mr. 
Labute inform'd him of, but the Commandant told 
Mr. Labute not to make him any Anfwer, but let him, 
the Indian, return as he faid he intended to do the 
next Morning. 

14 This Day the Huron Chiefs (Baby, Theata & the 
Doftors Son) went to fee the Command* before they 
went away, & after talking of the Beginning of this 
Indian War, &c., Mr. St. Martin faid it was fure that 
it took its rife from the Belts that paflT'd amongft the 
Indians two Years ago, & that it was commenc'd in 
Confequence of the Succours that the Indians were 
made to believe they might expeft from the Illinois. 
That one Sibbold that came here laft Winter with his 
Wife from the Illinois, had told at Mr. Cuellierrey's 
that they might exped a French Army in this Spring, 
& that, that Report took rife from him. That the 
Day Capt. Campbelle & Lt. McDougal was detain'd 
by the Indians, Mr. Cuellierry accepted of their Offer 
of being made Commandant, if this Place was taken, 
to which he fpoke to Mr. Cuellierry about and aik'd 
him if he knew what he was doing, to which Mr. 
Cuellierry told him I am almoft diftrafted, they are 
like fo many Dogs about me, to which Mr. St. Martin 
made him no Anfwer. 

20 This Day two Michilimackinac Chiefs came in to 

fee the Commandant, with one or two Walhtinon 
Chiefs from the Grand River who were here in the 
Beginning of the Summer about fifteen Days, but went 

away 



Digitized by 



Google 



Pontiac^s Siege of Detroit. 87 

away. They brought in a Prifonner that was given to 1764- 
them by the Ottawas. ^^ 

This Day Wabagommigot, a Chief of the Toronto , 
Indians who came in laft Fall, return'd and aik'd a 
Certificate which the Commandant at that time pro- 
mif 'd him of his Behavior, which he cave him. 

This Day fome of the Saky's came m with the other 14 
Prifoner they promif 'd to bring in the laft Time they 
were in the Fort. 

This Evening Aron the Mohawk ariv'd from Fort 
Pitt with Letters from the General, 

This Day fome of the Ottawas of the Grand Rivierre 20 
ariv'd with a Prifoner whom they bought from fome 
other Indians. 

This Morning the Gunner going his Rounds found ^^' "* 
a Brand's end that had been fet up againft the Maga- 
zine Door the Night before, which appear'd to have 
been on fire but was gone out. 

This Day a Cow belonging to one Moran came in 14 
from the Woods with ten Arrows fticking in her, 
which were fuppof *d to be fhot by fome Party of In- 
dians that was lying about the Fort. 

This Day two or three Frenchmen faw a fmall Party ig 
of Indians back of the Fort going loaded with Meat, 
which muft be the Cattle that was kill'd & miffing for 
two or three Days paft. 

There has been a Party of Puttawattamys in the 
Settlement every Night fince the 15th Inftant. 

This Day the Commanding Officer was informed 21 
that one Mintiwaby, an Ottawa Chief of the Grand 
River, was to come in under a Pretence of Trade & 
endeavour to furprize him & put all the Officers to 
Death. M. Informer. 

This Day two Saky's came in and informed the 23 
Commandant that the Chibbaways of the Ifles about 

Michilimackinac 



Digitized by 



Google 



88 Pontiac's Siege of Detroit. 

17^4* Michilimaclcinac had fent Belts this Winter to their 
^^^; Nation, to the Folavin & Puante, to ftrike againft us 
this Spring, but they wou'd not receive them. That 
Waffong & Mafhoquife had tried to prevent that Party 
from coming from towards St. Jofeph that was here 
fome Time ago, but they wou'd not be advif 'd, they 
faid they had loft a Man laft Year & they wou'd have 
Revenge. That if they had known it fooner they 
wou'd nave advif 'd us of it before they arriv'd, but 
they [knew] nothing of it till they were gone. 

That the Delawares & Shawanys had fent Belts 
during the Winter towards St. Jofeph & La Bay to 
invite the Nations thereabout to take up Arms againft 
us in the Spring. 
t7 This Day France Ruiard fet off* with two other 
Frenchmen Exprefs to Niagara. 

29 This Day the Commandant being informed that 
there was thirteen Indians in the Woods behind the 
Settlement, who were come to make War, fent out a 
Party commanded by Lt. M'Doueal of twenty Men 
to try to fall upon them by furprjze ; they fet off* a 
little after Dark & went through the Fields guided by 
a Frenchman to the Place where their Fire had been 
feen, but not finding them there, they return'd towards 
a Houfe that they had been at the Night before, & 
fell in with them on their way, but the Indians finding 
they were difcover'd run off", after receiving the Fire of 
the moft of the Party, but it was fo dark that they 
cou'd not fee to ajuft their Firelocks & don't know 
whether they kill'd any or no. 

30 This Day an Indian was feen at the Edge of the 
Woods behind the Fort. 

April 12 This Morning at ten o' Clock the Schooner fail'd 
for Niagara, in which were fent the two French Pri- 
foners, as the Commandant was informed that the In- 
dians 
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dians had faid they (hou'd not long be Prifoners, and 1764- 
as it was imagin'd if any thing was intended by them, ^"^; 
it was through the Influence of the Friends of thefe two. ^"^ 

Laft Night at about 8 o'Clock [a] Prifoner came in 15 
from Sagginaw who reported that the Day before he 
came away the Indians kill'd and eat a young Girl they 
had Prifoner & that he was to been kill'd that Day 
himfelf, but they fent him out to bring in fome Wood 
& he run oflF; he was eight Days a coming, but when 
he was afk'd if he was hungry he faid no, that for the 
firft two or three Days he was fainty, but fince he found 
no great alteration though he had not eat a mouthfull 
of any thing the whole eight Days. 

This Day Andrew a Huron & two others from 27 
Sandufky brought in one Mr. Prentice whom they 
had Prifoner fince laft May. They told the Com- 
mandant they were not fent by any Chief, but as he 
(the one that fpoke) looked upon Mr. Prentice as his 
real Brother, he told him in the Winter he wou'd 
bring him in, for he chofe to fee him content at this 
Place than difcontent with him, which was the Reafon 
he brought him in. But he imagined that Mr. Pren- 
tice cou d have other no Reafon tor leaving them, than 
becaufe he cou'd not get Bread amongft them. 

Mr. Prentice faid that he never wanted for any thing 
they had during the whole Winter, & notwithftanding 
this Man never got any of the Plunder that the In- 
dians took from him when they made him Prifoner, 
he gave him two Packs of Beaver & twenty Dollars 
when he gave him up. 

This Day a four in the Afternoon the Commandant 28 
thought he heard a Cannon down the River & fir'd 
another. 

This Morning at Half paft four Mr. Jadeau ariv'd 29 
from the VeflTel with Letters and inform'd us that they 
13 fir'd 
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1764- fir'd a Gun from the Veffel about the Time the Com- 
^P'jl; mandant thought he heard one. 

This Afternoon eight Huron Chiefs & two or three 
young Men came to fpeak to the Commandant. 
Theata fpeaks : 

My Brother, we beg you may take Pity upon us & 
hear us, that the Words we now fay may be as a Car- 
pet for your Succeffor to walk upon. 

Brother, we beg you to have Pity upon us and be 
affured of our good Intentions, as we have mod faith- 
fully repented of all the 111 we may have done, & do 
fincerely promife never to be guilty of any bad Thing 
for the Future, having thrown ourfelves into the 
Hands of God, if any Evil happens to us it muft be 
from him, as you may be perfuaded let the Earth turn 
how it will, we fhall never be advif 'd to a bad Thing 
again. 

This, Brother, we beg you will inform the General 
of the firft Oppertunity. Gave a large white Belt. 

Another Chief got up with a firing of Wampum and 
faid : 

Brother, ever fince the Englifti have had Pofleflion 
of this Place we have been uf d very tenderly, agreea- 
ble to the Promife you made us when you firft came 
here, for which Realon we hope our Brother will grant 
us the fmall favour we are gomg to aflc. 

Brother, as Wood & Bark is very unhandy to us at 
our old Village we hope you will give us leave to make 
a new one up a fmall Creek near the Bottom of the Set- 
tlement, where every thing will be more convenient. 
Granted. 

Brother, when you firft came here you told us you 
had conquered our Father & fent him over the Great 
Lake, & that all that then belonged to him was yours, 
but that we fliou'd remain in our former Poffeffions 

and 
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and be allowed the Jefuift, and now as we are going to 1764- 
alter our Village we hope you will not prevent him ^^^ 
going with us. Gave a firing of Wampum. 

Granted by the Commandant. 

This Evening four Indians fent by Sir William 6 
Johnfton ariv'd here with a Speech to the Nations 
hereabout. 

This Day we were informed by Mr. Jadeau that one 8 
Rainbeau & his Family with one L'efperence went off 
to the Illinois. 

This Morning at Half paft fix the Schooner fail'd 15 
for Niagara, in which went Peter & the three other 
Indians that came here with a Speech from Sir William 
Johnfon. 

This Afternoon fome of the Saky's came in and in- 
formed us that one Lagefle and four other Puttawatta- 
mees were fome where in the Woods near the Fort, 
and intended to try to take a Scalp. 

This Morning the Schooner anchored off the Fort June 2. 
after having been kept at the Mouth of the River 
three Days with contrary Winds. 

This Morning a Band of Chippawas who were at 
the Grofs Point dividing themfelves amongft the In- 
habitants, alk'd at feveral Places for Provifion, &c., 
one of them being refuf 'd a Cock by a Farmer had a 
Difpute with him, & becaufe he wou'd not let him 
have it fir'd at him and {hot him through the Body. 

This Day the Band of Chippewas who fir'd at the 3 
Frenchman headed by a Chief they call'd the Great 
Spoon, came with a Belt & Pipe to Mr. Marfack, tell- 
ing him they were very forry for what they had done, 
which Belt & Pipe he brought to the Commandant 
next Day with a Prifoner they had fold him who was 
taken at Prefq' Ifle. The Man they fir'd at died of 
his Wounds laft Night. 

They 
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1764- They then fent in a Frenchman to tell the Command- 
i^ ant they had always been Fools, but that their Senfes 
were now come to them and beg'd he might receive 
them, to which he fent them Word that when they re- 
turn'd the Goods that Mr. Marfac gave them for the 
Prifoner & brought in the reft as they had promif 'd 
the Fall before, he wou'd fee them, but not till then. 

^ Being his Majefties Birthday, the Garrifon was 

under Arms at i o'Clock & fir'd three Volleys with 
three Difcharges of the Cannon in the Fort & one of 
thofe in the Schooner; after which His Majefties 
Health was drunk upon the Parade by all the Officers 
& feveral Frenchmen who were alk'd there by the 
Commandant who afterwards din'd & fup'd with all 
the Officers of the Garrifon together. At nine at 
Night almoft the whole Town was eluminated. 

^ Mr. Marfack after going to the Priefts came in 

hafte to the Commandant to tell him that the Indians 
had returned him his Merchandife that he had given 
for the Prifoner two or three Days before, & wanted 
to come in. To which the Commandant fent the fame 
Anfwer as he had done two or three Days before, that 
when they brought in all the reft of the Prifoners & 
their Chiefs came in a proper Manner, he wou'd re- 
ceive them. 

7 This Morning Mr. Marfack came in and informed 

the Commandant that there was a fmall Band of Chip- 
pawas from beyond Saggina to come in, who came with 
a Belt & Pipe of Peace, and after they had fmok'd & 
told the Commandant they were come to open a new 
Road between him & their Nation, as the old one had 
been fliut up for fome Time ; he enquired what they 
were & who fent them, & found that they were from 
the fame Place & Village with thofe that fold the Pri- 
foner to Marfack a few Days before, and had no Au- 
thority 
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thority for coming nor had no Chief with them, but ^7^\* 
they were Part ofa Party that came to the Settlement J^"^ 
about feven or eight Days before, confiding of forty 
Men, who told the Inhabitants they did not come to 
make Peace but to make War. All which they could 
not deny. The Commandant then took a String & 
Wampum & told them to take that to their Chieft & 
tell them when they brought in the other Prifoner they 
had in Poffeffion & came & alk'd Peace in a proper 
Manner he wou'd hear them, and until then one of 
them muft ftay with him, as perhaps they might to fell 
the reft, & at the fame Time told them to tell their 
Chiefs if any thing happened to his People amongft 
them, he knew what to do with thofe he had. When 
they saw this a fecond ofFer'd to ftay to keep the firft 
one Company ; he is a Son of 

The Coll. then aflc'd them if he had three or four of 
his Nation Prifoners, & wou'd fend two or three of his 
People to their Village wheather they would not keep 
them, to which they faid they wou'd. Then faid he 
you wou'd undoubtedly think me a Fool to let you all 
go when you have Priloners of mine. They then f 'd 
perhaps it wou'd be hard for them to get thofe Prifon- 
ers, as they did not belong to their Relations. Yes, 
but faid the Commandant, if they have an inclination 
for Peace as you told me a few Minutes ago, they will 
bring them in without any Difficulty. They then f 'd 
they were a little Band of fix or feven, every one for 
himfclf ; then f^ the Interpreter how came you here to 
make a new Road for the whole Nation and fight in 
alliance with them all laft Summer ; to which they 
hung their Heads & cou'd not fay any thing. 

This Day the Schooner fail'd with a head Wind for '® 
Niagara and got below the Hurons Point. 

This Day the Schooner return'd the Wind being ' " 

frefti 
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1764- frefh ahead, and as Teata the Indian Chief ariv'd at 
J^"^ their Village with Aron & two other Mohawks who 
came into the Fort and gave the following Intelligence 
annex'd in two Sheets of Paper : 

Detroit, June 9*^ 1764. 

This Day a fmall Party of Puttawattamees ariv'd 
here who informed, that an Indian was come from the 
Illinois to St. Jofephs who informed them that he was- 
in Council with Pondiac there. 

That Mr. Deneyon told him he was glad to fee him 
& hoped that his Senfes were come to him. 

Pondiac then took a large Belt and laid it before 
him faying, my Father the Reafon of my Journey is 
to get you and all your Allies to joyn with me to go 
againft the Englifli, upon which Deneyon took the 
the Belt & told him, your Speech much furprizes me, 
as I doubt not but you have received my Meflage 
wherein I inform'd you that the French and Englifli 
were but one, then return'd the Belt. Pondiac took 
the Belt again and importun'd Mr. Deneyon on the 
fame Subjeft. At laft Mr. Deneyon grew angry & 
kick'd it from him, afking him if he had not already 
heard what he f'd to him. He then addreflT'd himfelf 
to the Illinois Indians & told them they faw him that 
Day in the Fort, but perhaps they wou'd lee their 
Brothers the Englifli the next, and exhorted them to 
live in amity with them, which he made no doubt of 
as their Sentiments were very good. 

Pondiac then aflc'd for Rum & Deneyon gave him 
a fmall Barrel, which he took to one of the Illinois 
Villages & with a red Belt exhorted them to fing the 
War Song with him, which fome of them did, but 
were forry for it when they were Sober. The Indian 
that brought this Account fays that before he left the 
Illinois he faw three Englifli Officers who were fent on 

before. 
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before, the Army being but a little way behind with a 1764* 
large Body of Indians. J""^* 

Detroit, June 10*^ 1764. 

This Day Teata a Wiandott Chief ariv'd here from 
Sandufky, where he had been to carry Sir William 
Johnfon's Speech, who fays that after he delivered it 
and left it to their deliberation, the great Chief Bigg 
Jaco got up and thank'd him for the Trouble h^ 
had been at to bring it, and immediately the whole 
went out. After he had delivered the Speech he fays 
he advif 'd them to come to their Senfes, but in cafe 
they did not it was their Affair. Aron fays they made 
great Game of Teata on faying fo to them. 

Four Days after, they came back and alk'd Teata to 
come and hear what they had to fay in Anfwer. The 
firft Belt they gave him was a Repetition of Sir Wil- 
liams Speech. Then they took another faying. Sir 
William alks the Reafon why we ftruck againft the 
Englifti, we think he ought to know better than any 
body ; yes, faid they, it is Sir William that ought to 
know, but fince the Senecas have made Peace with him 
& the Englifti, tell him it was them that firft embroil'd 
the Earth, & were the firft Caufe of what has been 
done. Gave the Belt. 

They then took another Belt & faid. Sir William & 
the Six Nations want that we ftiould own. our Folly & 
find words to excufe ourfelves that we may be again fet 
right. You'll tell him by this Belt, which you arc 
charg'd to deliver to him, that for what is paft, its paft, 
that we have yet done no Harm fince laft Summer, we 
have kept our young Men quiet, for which Reafon we 
think the Breach may be eafily mended ; and tell him 
alfo we ftiall keep them quiet this Summer, when we 
think we fliall be reconcil'd. 

The two Mohawks who are come with Teata, fay 

that 
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1764- that they were told by the Hurons of Sandufky, that 
June, ^ij^y wou'd not tell Teata the Refult of a Council they 
had had with the Shawanies, which was that they were 
to try to take Fort Pitt by Treachery, & if they fail'd 
there were to go ag* the Inhabitants on the Frontiers. 
That the Onondagoes that Sir William fent againft the 
Shawanies came to one of their Villages, where they 
were alk'd what they came for, they faid we come to 
fcalp you ; then one Kayoughfhoutong faid here, take 
thefe, giving them two old Scalps that he had newly 

!>ainted, go home & tell Sir William you have fcalp'd 
bme Shawanies. Upon which they return'd ; that the 
above mentioned Indian was the Caufe of their not 
ftriking againft the Shawanies. But it was not fo with 
the Tufcroras, for they loft three Men. 

One of them further fays that before he left the 
Delaware Towns he faw thirty fmall Partys go out who 
were all intended to go to our Frontiers. They both 
fay, alfo, that the Hurons at Sanduflcy laugh'd at Teata 
behind his Back, & call'd him a Fool for believing 
what Sir William fayd and bringing fuch a Meflage. 

That tho' he faid they wou'd be Friends, it can never 
be until all the Englifti, except Traders go from this 
Place, meaning Detroit, & then we believe we ftiall 
agree. That their God tells them they muft make 
War & Peace for feven Years, at the End of which by 
force of Treachery during that Time, all the Englifh 
will be drove away & then they will have Peace and 
not till then. 

That the Delawares & Shawanies and Hurons of 
Sandufky all fay the Englifti are Fools, that they can 
make Friends with us when they pleafe, and next 
Day tomahawk us. That the Englifti allways told 
them they had as many Men as there was Leaves on 
the Trees, but wee look upon one Indian as good as a 

thoufand 
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of them, and notwithftanding we are but Mice in com- »7^4- 
parifon to them, we will bite as much as they can. j*^ 
The two Mohawks father (ays that the Hurons at 
Sanduflcy told them they were very forry that Sir 
William was coming here, as they imagined by that he 
wanted to leave his Bones here. 

They alfo fay that while they were at the Shawanie 
Village the French from the Miffiilippi fent them a 
Prefent of Powder, of which he faw three Barrels. 

Mr. St. Martin, Interpreter, told Coll. Gladwin that 
Hurons of this Place told him many Times that if 
a Peace was made with the Delawares, Shawanies & 
Hurons of Sanduiky, that it would not be good, nor 
lafting. 

The Schooner iail'd at about four in the Afternoon, i* 
and run out of Sight from the Fort before dark. 

This Day Teata & feveral Hurons came to the Fort 13 
& aik'd the Commandant if they might not go once 
more to the Hurons of Sandufky, as perhaps tho' their 
Ears had always been ftop'd till now yet they might be 
open at prefent. 

The Commandant told them they might do as they 
pteaf 'd, that he had fent their Anfwer to Sir William 
J(^nfon with their Belts, that it was not intended to 
.force a Peace down the Throats of the Indians, nor 
was it intended for any but thofe who had fincerely 
repented of what they had done, & was realy refolv'd 
to remain our Friends for the Future. That in his 
opinion they ought not to go, as they only laugh'd at 
the Meflls^ taken by Teata, & him tor carrying it» 

This Day a Huron promif 'd to fet off with his 14 
little Band of about twelve to bring in fome Delaware 
or Shawany Scalps. 

This Day Wabagommigot came in with fome Chip- ^5 
pawas be two Prifoners & after repeating a good deal 
14 of 
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^7^3' of what paff'd in Council laft Fall, (aid that as the 
^H!^ Commandant had defir'd him feveral Times go to his 
old Village & to fee him yet here, would perhaps make 
him think that he had no Intention to do what he had 
order'd him, but the Reafon was, that he had been 
trying to get all the Prifoners that was among his 
Nation & to gather his Band together, which he had 
now almoft afFed'd ; he did not fpeak for the whole 
Nation, but for thofe who were with him who had 
heartily repented of what they had done & hop'd to be 
receiv'd as he himfelf was. That there were fome 
whom he advertifed of what he (the Commandant) had 
told him with regard to their quick Repentance & of 
the Council that was to be held at Niagara, but fince 
they did not come in it was their Af&ir. He then 
aflc'd for the two Prifoners, faying it was nothing, but 
this War, that fepperated him from the reft of the 
Nation, who were neverthelefs part of his Body, for 
which Reafon hop'd they wou'd be given up, as he then 
wip'd away all the Blood that had been fpilt with the 
two Prifoners he brought in. That he hop'd in going 
home to his old Village he might not hear it faid that 
things went ill at the Detroit becaufe Wabigommigot 
was refuf d that Favour. That fince the Malefactors he 
then fpoke for (meaning People he had with him) 
were come to their Senfes, & heartily repented of what 
they had done, & as they were fct on by the Six Na- 
tions, hop'd they wou'd be forgiven & no more 
thought of it. 

The Commandant then aik'd him if he came in the 
Name of the whole Nation, he f 'd no, but in Part. 
Then f 'd he if you'l take my Advice you'l go to 
Niagara before the Council is over & make Peace for 
yourfelf & Band ; you have no Time to lofe as it will 
be over in twelve Days. And as to the Prifoners I 
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Digitized by 



Google 



Pontiac's Siege of Detroit. 99 

fhall keep them till I get all mine in^ as they belong i7^4- 
to a Band that has not as yet alk'd for Peace nor J^^^ 
brought in all my flefti. As to what he (Wabbigomi- 
got) might hear of things going ill here, nothing 
cou'd go ill with us, but if any body did any thing that 
they ought not to do, it wou'd be them that wou'd 
fuffer ; that we were out of their Power. He then 
repeated to him that it was neceflary he (hou'd be at 
Niagara at the Council, for which Purpofe he wou'd 
give me a Receipt, that he had delivered two Prifoners, 
&c. ; that the Time was fhort & the fooner he went off 
the better. 

The Frenchman that danc'd the War Dance at San- 
dulky this Spring with the Indians is named Thefault. 

This Day Mindockquay came in with about 70 of 25 
his People & about thirty Chibbaways who brought in 
two Priloners, being the laft they had amongft them, 
for whom the Commandant gave them the two Indians 
he detain'd fome Time ago. 

The Puttawattamefs after all the Promifes did not 
go to Niagara, nor Wabbigomigot neither. 

This Day the Schooner viftory returned from Nia- 28 
gara with another new Schooner, the Bofton. 

This Evening at about ten o' Clock one Reaume, a ]^Y '• 
Frenchman, anv'd from Michilimackinac with 18 
Cannoes of Savages who came from the Bay the 3d 
June to go to Montreal, but when they ariv'd at 
Michilimackinac they were informed that ten Cannoes 
that were going there and an Exprefs with a Belt in- 
forming them that they fhou'd go to Niagara where 
they wou'd meet a great Englifh Chief, upon which 
they took their Route this way, & fevenu Cannoes 
from the Nations thereabouts went acrofs Lake Huron 
by way of Lake Ontario. They brought four Englifh- 

men 
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17^4- men with them with all their Packs, who had been 
}^y\ amonsft them fincc laft Spring was a Year. 
^ This Day fome of greatcft of the Huron Chiefs of 

Sanduflcy came in with five Prifoners to throw thcm- 
felves at the Commandants Feet, as they faid, and after 
telling him that what they had done was in confequence 
of what Meflages and Lyes the Ottawas fent them, (aid 
that if he wou d have pity on them, he wou'd fee they 
were fincere, as his Will was theirs. 

The Commandant told them the only way they had 
to eet a Peace, and if they did not benefit of what he 
faid, it was their Affair. He gave them a Certificate 
that they had deliver'd five Prifoner and that they 
had aflc'd for Peace, which they faid they wou'd take to 
Niagara with all the refl of the Prifoners they had 
amonsfl them. 

This Afternoon the Michilimackinack Chiefs & 
Folle Avoines came in told the Commandant they 
came to take him by the Hand & let him know they 
were glad to fee him, & wou'd come to morrow to 
fpeake to him. 
^ This Morning the above Indians came in to the 
Amount of fifty & told the Commandant that they, 
the Renards, the Sieus, the Saky's, Puants & Pians, 
were one Body & one Heart, and that, that Heart was 
as well intentioned as it had always been ; that he'knew 
himfelf from their Behavior lafl Year, that their & ours 
cou'd be but one; that they were invited by the 
General lafl Year to come to Montreal this Spring, 
but that when they were afTembled at Michilimacinac 
they received a Belt from him, telling them that he 
flop'd up the PafTage that way as the Small Pox was 
amongfl his People which they might catch & carry 
Home to the DeflruAion of their Wifes & Children, 
but if they wou'd go to Niagara they wou'd find all 

they 
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they were in need of, for which Reafon they beg*d the »7^ 
Rivers & Lakes might be open to them as ufual, ^^^' 
(hewing the Belt thev receiv'd. 

This Day fome of the Hurons of this Village came 
in with the Chiefs of Hurons of Sandufky who were 
in the Day before yefterday & brought with them 
fome Hurons that ariv'd the Day before to join their 
old Village & brought in five Prifoners, whom they 
laid they wou'd not have brought in till their Chiefs 
returned from Niagara,^^ had it not been to encourage 
thofe of Sanduflcy to do the fame, as the Commandant 
knew he was always fure of them, but neverthelefs, tho 
they had, had fome of them iince they fuck'd, yet that 
the Chiefs from Sandufky might be witnefs of their 
good Intentions they brought them in fooner than they 
promifd. 

The Huron that went to ftrike againft the Dela- 
wares & Shawanies returned this day without doing any 
thing. 

This Day Mr. Jadeau in repeating to the Com- 
mandant fomethings that had paflf'd between him and 
one Clermont (who had been lent with a Letter to the 
Illinois, but went no further than where the Ottawas are 
in the Miamee Riverj faid that Clermont told him, 
you do very well in fcrving the Englifh, but I have 
my Reafons for what I do, and you will foon be oblig'd 
to fave yourfelf in the Fort. Another thing faid he 
I'll tell you that you don't know, the Englifh are all 

* Thcfe Chiefs had gone to Ni- utmofl to prcfcrvc His Britannic 

ag^ra to hold a Treaty with Sir Majedy's Intercfts and promote 

William Johnfon. The Treaty was Peace among the weftem Tribes. 

%ied July 1 8, 1764, and bound They were promtfed Pardon for all 

the Hurons to deliver up all Prifon- paft Mifdeedt, and a free, hir and 

ers, Deferters and Negroes or other open Privilege of Trade. — N. T, 

Slaves among them; to maintain a Col, Hi/i.^ vii, 650. 
friendly Alliance and to do their 

defeated 
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1764- defeated in the Mifliflippi and there will be fourteen 
J^y* hundred Men foon here, and all the Indians that are 
^'^ going to Niagara have agreed with the Ottawas to re- 
turn with the Army, & the Ottawas are to meet them 
on the Lake & try to deftroy them. That Merchan- 
dize & Powder was in the greateft plenty at the Mia- 
mee River. 

That one Borgard who came from St. Jofephs 
brought them a Barrel of Powder & fome Corn, Flour, 
&c. That there was one Clincincourt a French Officer, 
who was fent by Mr. Deneyon with Letters for the 
Commandant here, was ftop d by the Ottawas, where 
they keep him, neither givmg him Liberty to return 
nor come forward. 

This Afternoon a Sag^ina Indian who had been fent 
by his Brother, as he ^id, to the Miamee River to 
fee what paff'd came in and informed that while he 
was there a French Officer ariv'd there from the Illinois 
who was coming here with Letters, but the Ottawas 
ftop'd him & took his Letters from him, and fent for 
Cufieres Son to read them. After which one of the 
Ottawa Chiefs told him that Cueffiere had told them 
that it was a Letter from their Father the French King, 
who defir'd his Brothers the Englifh to make hafte & 

fo away from this Place, for he was coming in a great 
tody & had a great many of his Children with him, 
whofe Inclination he was not Matter of, & wou'd not 
anfwer for what harm they might do. The Officer they 
keep there & will neither let him go back or forward. 
10 This Day Part of the four following Nations ariv'd 
here, the Saky's, the Renards, the Puants, and the 
Saulteux of Lake Superior, fome of whom came from 
the Forks of the Miffiffippi (and from all Appearance, 
and what they faid) they came in ExpeAation of get- 
ting Rum. They were upwards of two Months a 

coming ; 
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coming; they brought upwards of fixty Packs of 1764- 
Beaver. >^^ 

This Day at 2 o'Clock the two Schooners left this 
for the eaft End of Lake Erie. 

This Day Mr. Clinencourt ariv'd from the Miamee, 13 
who had been detained by the Ottawas. 

This Day at about 4 o'Clock in the Afternoon the 14 
Schooner Gladwin ariv'd from Niagara. 

This Day Waffong, a Chief of the Chibbaways came 21 
in with a Prifoner that he had promif 'd to bring in, 
in the Winter, but who had got Froft bit and was not 
able to come. After telling that he was not concerned 
in the Beginning of the Inuirreftion and afking Pardon 
in a mod fubmiflive Manner faid : he did not pre- 
tend to excufe himfelf, that as he had told Mr. LaBute 
in the Spring he would behave as a Dog that had of- 
fended his Matter, that if he was punifli'd & was mif- 
erable he had no body to blame but himfelf, and wou'd 
ftill fawn till he was taken into Favour again, for that 
he was as a Dog that had been beaten and was running 
round his Matter with Fear & Refpeft, and wou'd 
continue till he was pardonned, having fince latt Fall 
refolv'd to die rather than difobey his Brothers Will. 
And aflced what were the mott lalutary Means to be 
well received by the General, fince he had not been 
inform'd that he fliou'd have gone to Niagara. At the 
(ame Time begging Mercy in the mott fubmiflive 
Manner and faid if his Brother cou'd fee the Dittrefs 
their Familys were in, he wou'd have Pity upon them 
& think they were punifti'd enough. 

The Commandant told him the Reafon of the In- 
furreftion was becaufe they had fomething then in their 
Power which they wou'd never have agam, for if they 
had they wou'd aft the fame Part over again. 

In the Evening we were inform'd that the Sloop 

Royal 
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17^3- Royal Charlotte was aground on this Side [of] the 
J*^^ Whitewood; at 2 in the Morning a Detachment was 
fent with four Batteaux to lighten her & get her ofF, 
which they did next Day by four in the Afternoon, 
and the 24th ihe ariv'd here* 
*7 The Schooner Bofton arived from Niagara. 
29 This Morning at n o' Clock the Sloop Charlotte 
fct Sail for Niagara with Wind at N. W^ 

In the Afternoon Manitoo^ an Ottawa Chiefs with 
five other Ottawas, four of whome were from the 
Miamee River, came in with three Prifoners. The 
Speaker faid that God had been fpeaking with him a 
great deal this laft Winter, & that what he y° faid was 
the Sentiments of all the Chiefs, and beg'd to be pitied 
& heard. He then beg'd Pardon for what they had 
done in a moft fubmifTive Manner ; the Reafon of 
their beginning he did not know, but he that iet them 
on (Pondiac) was returned from the Illinois, but was 
no more heard by any body in the Nation ; that God 
had told him he had done wrong, that he had made 
this Earth for them & us to live quietly together in, & 
that Pondiac the Caufer of its being diAurbed wou'd 
not die but wou'd burn in Hell eternally, as all thofe 
wou'd do who did not follow the Advice & obey the 
Will of their Brother. God alfo told him he muft not 
lie, fteal, nor covet another Mans Wife, all which 
Commands they would ftriftly adhere to for the Future, 
and that their Brother fhould fee that what they iaid 
was true & fincere in the End, & hop'd he wou'd have 
Pity upon them. That they wou'd return to Sanduflcy 
to where their Corn was planted, and after it was 
gather'd wou'd come and aik'd Liberty to ftay there 
another Year, and that after that if their Brother was 
convinc'd of their Sincerity they hop'd he wou'd give 
them Liberty to come & fettle their antient Village. 

The 
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The Commandant told them if they did not know the >764- 
Reafon of their beginning he would tell them. The J^{; 
Reafon was, faid he, that you had at that Time fome* 
thing in your Power that you will never have again, 
for if you had I am fure you would make the fame 
Ufe of it you have already done, but if you bring in 
all thofe who fet you on, black or white, I ihall tell 
the General what you fay, and it may be a Step toward 
your getting Peace, but it does not look as if you were 
very hncere, fince this is the firft of your Appearance. 
But I fuppofe the Reafon of your coming is becaufe 
your vain Hopes of an Army from the Illinois is 
vanifh'd & you fee yourfelves without Succour. 

To which the Speaker faid the Reproaches their 
Brother made them were very juft, but it was not the 
Chiefs Fault that they did not come fooner, but his, 
for God had told him to remain quiet & not mind any 
more bad Belts for that he wou'd be forgiven when 
they proftrated themfelves before their Brother. And 
as a Proof of their fincerity they wou'd go and en- 
deavour to bring in the People he mentioned. 

This Day the Schooner Viftory ariv'd frpm Niagara 3o 
loaded with Baggage for the 17th; ihe left Niagara 
the 20th, but had very bad Weather, She fprung her 
Bowfprit and broke her Gaft. 

Yefterday fome of the Hurons came to dance before 31 
the Commandants Door, & after they had done were 

foing away, when one of them who fta/d a little be- 
ind was ftop'd by a Royal American near Mr. St^ 
Martins Houfe, where he coax'd him in and murder'd 
him as it appears from all the Circumftanccs of the 
Affair ; the Soldier was immediately pTit in Irons, and 
the Conunandant was going to fend for the Chiefs, 
when two of them came into the Fort, having been in- 
form'd of it by two other Indians wlio ^y'd behind a 
15 little 
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1764- little Time with him that was murder' d, who tho they 
Jjjv^ did not fee the Stroke, was near enough to hear it, as 

was alfo a Corporal of the Artillery. 
Aug. 5 This Day the little Chief came in and inform'd Mr. 
Labute that Seckaho had deceived the Commandant, 
that he was gone back to the Miamee River to where 
his Corn was, & that after it was ripe, he heard that 
Seckaho & what People of his Band would go with 
him, with thofe of Pondiacs Band were going off to the 
Illinois. 
8 This Day Mintiwaby from Saggina came in with fix 

or (even of Mindochquays Band, and brought a Pri- 
foner that he had had all the Winter, who Mindoch- 
quay told the Commandant in the Spring, would have 
then been brought in, but Mintiwaby was gone to 
Michilimackinac. He faid that the Chippewas at Sha- 
guomigan had fent a Pipe to Mindochquays Band, & 
defir'd him to fend it to Machoquifh who wou'd fend 
it to the Shawnies & Delawares with the following 
Anfwer, to the Invitation they gave them to join with 
them to ftrike againft the Engliih laft Fall as Mocho- 
quifh had fent the Belt from die Sha. & Dele, namely. 
That they had no Complaints againft their Brothers 
the Englifh, & they had a greater Regard for their 
Wives, Children & young Men, than to enter into fo 
bad a Thing. 

10 This Afternoon at about four o* Clock, the Sloop 
Charlotte & Schooner Gladwin ariv'd here. Commo- 
dore Loring & Capt. Grant came in the former. 

11 This Day Mafhoquifh, a Puttawattamy Chief, fent 
in a Turkey & fome Venifon & defir'd the Command- 
ant would except of it, as he was unworthy of coming 
into the Fort, but neverthelefs he & the Chiefs of the 
Puttawattamees of St. Jofephs were getting the Pri- 
foners they had together to bring them in, in two or 

three 
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three Days in cafe they would be received. And that 1764. 
if the Commandant had not a Mind to ftarve him, f^ 
he beg*d he wou'd fend him two or three Charges of 
Powder and Ball. 

This Day the little Chief to\d Mr. Labute that Pon- >* 
diac continued his ufual Difcourfe & was as ill inten- 
tioned as ever ; that he had tried to animate all the 
Nations about here, by telling them that there was 
abfolutely a French Army on the way here, from the 
Illinois, but that the Commandant there could not 
come with them untill he had received a Letter from 
their Father, which he expefted every Day. That 
Seckaho had fent three young Men on to the Poft 
Vincent^^to meet them & bring him News. 

This Morning a Puttawattamy came to the Settle- H 
ment & fent for Mr. Labute, to whome he told that 
he was fent by one of their Chiefs to put his Brother 
upon his Guard, as the Shawanees & Delawares were 
come to join Pondiac at the Miamee River, to come 
and attack this Place, that they were not yet arived, 
but one of their Chiefs had feen fome Runners that 
came before to inform they were coming. 

Mr. Labute was further inform'd by the little Chief 
of the Chibbaways that Pondiac had much threatened 
the Ottawa Chiefs who brought in fome Prifoners a 
little Time ago & told them that his Father was on 
his way March & as foon as he came he would have 
them all hang d that tried to make up a Thing that he 
(Pondiac) had begun. 

The Sloop faila for Niagara. 15 

The Schooner Bofton ariv'd in the Mouth of the »7 
River from Niagara. 

This Day at about one o'Clock the Schooner Glad- 19 

*Now Vinccnncs, on the Wa- balh in Indiana. 

win 
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17^ win faird for Niaganu At three o'Clock Mr. Marfack 
^^ came in and inform'd that he had been told by fome In- 
dians that fome of the Hurons of Sanduflcy were gone 
to meet the Army with the Belts that were fent them 
by the Six Nations to take up the Hatchet againft the 
Englifh, for that they might at leaft let the Englifh 
ficht their own Battles, which they would tell them 
when they met them & defire them to return by the 
fame Belts that they defired them to take up the 
Hatchet. That they were all ready to receive the 
Englifh at Lake Sanduiky. 

This Morning Mr. Campeau came in & inform'd 
that he had overheard an Ottawa & two Folsavoines 
fpeaking about the Army^ & the Ottawa afk'd where 
they were & which way they were coming ; the others 
told him they were coming on the fouth Side of the 
Lake. What to do ? f'd the Ottawa. To cut oflf the 
Hurons at Sanduflcy, f 'd the others. O, (aid the Ot- 
tawa^ they are all rouly to meet them, the Miamees & 
all the Puttawattamys arc aflembled there, & they have 
fent their Wives & Children back in the Woods, & 
have prepared their young Corn & Squaihes on pur- 
pofe that they may keep. That a Chibbaway was loon 
after fent ofFas he imagined to go to the Miamee. 

Mr. M'Dougal was told this Morning by an Indian 
that most of the Chibbaways & all the Puttawattamys; 
were on the Miamee River with the Ottawas & Mia- 
mees, and a good many other Indians. 

This Day & laft Night all the Ottawas & Fols- 
avoines, &c., that came fi^om MichilimackiiHic this 
Spring to CO to Niagara returned. 

This Afternoon the Schooner Bofton ariv'd. Laft 
Night Mr. Jadeau came with a Letter informing us 
that the Schooner Gladwin was aground near Ifle Bois 

Bland 
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Bland"^^ upon which Mr. Grant was fent oiF with Tome x76f. 
Men to get her ofF. ^^ 

This Night Mr. Colville, one of the Matters of the 
Veflels, came up to get a Grapling and fome other 
things for the Schooner Gladwin^ as ihe had loft her 
Anchors ih getting off. 

Commodore Loring left this in the Barge to go on *4 
board the Schooner Bofton at the Mouth of the River, 
for Niagara. 

This Afternoon the Army ariv'd under the Com- *7 
mand of Coll. Broadftreet.^i 

A Party of Men were fent to cut Timber upon Ifle *9 
Cochon for Barracks, &c. 

All the Inhabitants were ordered to appear at nine 
next Morning from fifteen Years old upwards to renew 
their Oaths oi Allegiance, which ran in the Terms fol- 
lowing.^ 

This Morning the Schooner ViAory fail'd for Nia- 3' 
gara, with Coll. Gladwin on board. 

This Evening the Hurons came to fee the new 
Commandant, and after their ufual Compliments gave 
him the Name of the little Deer. 

This Afternoon fifty-five Ottawas, including Women Sept. 2 
& Children, ariv'd here according to their Promife 

^^IfleBois Blanc, or White-wood ceivcd a Commiflion as Gok>ne] ih 

Ifland, Hes in Front of Amherft- Feb. 1762, and held at this Time 

burgh, on the Canadian Side of the the Office of Quarter- Maltcr Gcn- 

Channel and 18 Miles below De- era J. In 1 772 he was promoted to 

tjoic It is a little o?er a Mile in the Rank of Major-^Oene^al. He 

length, and to one defcending it is died at New York, Sept« 25, f 774» 

the M lOand on the left-hand Side agod 63 Years. Maf Hift. Coll.; 

before entering Lake Eric. Army Lifts; Dunlofs Hifl, N, T,; 

Pafkmaffs ?6ntiac, 

" Col. Joko Iradftrcet had ferved 

with great Repiitackm in the War9 ^^ A Blank here occurs ill the 

with France ia America, He re- MSS, 

made 
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»76f. made to Coll. Broadftrect, when he left the Miamee 
^ River. 

- This Morning the Ottawas came to Coll. Broad- 

ftrect to give him their Hands & told him they only 
came to tell him that the Chibbeways & Puttawatta- 
mys were to come in next Dav & then they would 
fpeake for the Whole. But without their faying any 
thing about making Peace, he told them that if they 
were as well inclined for it as him there would be one 
juft at the Mouth of the Miffiflippi. 

5 This Day a Council was held with the Ottawas and 

Chippawas, the Puttawattamees not having come in. 

^ This Day the Puttawattamees ariv'd. 

^ This Day the Ottawas, Chippawas, Puttawattamees, 

Miamees & Hurons fign'd the Articles of Peace given 
them by Coll. Broadftrect, the Contents of which is in 
the Book of Councils. Yefterday the Sloop Charlotte, 
the Schooner Bofton & Schooner Gladwin enter'd the 
River. 

lo This Day the Schooner Viftory ariv'd from Niagara. 

" This Morning the Schooner Gladwin fail'd for 
Michilimackinac. 

13 This Morning Mr. Crofton arived from Niagara in 
a Batteaux with Defpatches for Coll. Bradftreet. 

This Afternoon News came by Indians, that the 
Shawanies & Delawares would not make Peace, & that 
they had detain'd Mr Paulie & the People with him, 
& were refolv'd to defend themfelves. 

H This Morning at 8 o'Clock the Army embark'd to 
go to Sanduiky. 

16 This Mornmg the Schooner Viftory fet fail for San- 
duiky, where flie was to wait Coll. Bradftreets Orders. 

^1 This Morning the Sloop fail'd for Niagara. 

This Evening Capt. Morris ariv'd here, having been 
fent by Coll. Bradftreet to try to go to the Illinois, 

but 
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but was ftop'd by the Miamees who were going to >764- 
burn him. ^ 

This Morning an Exprefs was fent to overtake Coll. ,g 
Bradftrcets with Letters from Coll. Cambell & Captain 
Morris. 

The Schooner Viftory returned from Sanduflcy for *7 
Provifion ; in which came Mr. Cheppoton with Orders 
from Coll. Bradftreet. 

This Morning the Schooner Bofton arived after lay- oa. 6 
ing four Days in the River with contrary Winds. 

This Morning Minechefne arived from Coll. Brad- 
ftreet with fomc Indians, who brought Orders for Mr. 
Cheppaton to fpare no Expenfe in getting fome In- 
dians of each Nation to take up the Hatcnet againft 
the Shawanys & Delawares & for Minechefne to bring 
the little Chief of the Chippawas in particular. As 
alfo Orders to Coll. Campbell to fpeak to the Hurons 
to fend as many of their r eople as poffible ; his Speech 
& Anfwer to it is in the Book of Councils or this 
Date. 

This Morning the Schooner Bofton fail'd for Fort 
Erie. 

This Morning Mr. Cheppaton left this for San- n 
duflcy with thirteen Indians, who had taken up the 
Hatchet againft the Shawanies & Delawares. 

This Morning Mini Chefne left this with eight In- 12 
dians who had taken up the Hatchet againft the Dela- 
wares & Shawanies. 

This Day we were informed by a Man whq came 16 
from Lake St. Clair that Mr. St. Clair^^ enter'd Lake 

^^ Tlus was probably James St. had previoufly been in the Regular 

Clair who was commiifioncd as a Service but was then refiding in 

Captain in the 45 th Regiment, Pennfylvania. 
March i o, 1 76 1 . Arthur St. Clair 

Huron 
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1764- Huron the thirteenth with the Schooner Gladwin, & 
.^^^ was foon out of Sight, the Wind being very good. 

This Morning the Sloop Charlotte arived ^om Fort 
Erie, 

*o This Day the Sloop Charlote fail'd for Fort Erie, 
with 121 Packs of Peltry, being the laft of 1464 Packs 
that were fent from this fince laft April. 

*' This Day fome Indians with Maifonville & J. 
Reaume arived frona Sanduiky, who brought Letters 
informing us that the Army nad left that Place the 
1 8th Inft, 

22 This Day Andre the Huron arived from Sanduiky, 
who inform'd that he had been fent out on a Party 
from Sanduiky with twenty EngH(hmen & nine In- 
dians to cut off a Shawanie Village conilfting of four 
Cabans, That the Morning after his firft Days March, 
four of his Indians who were of the Six Nations chofe 
to ftay awhile behind, and at mid day when he halted 
he enquired for them, & was told by one of the Engliih- 
men who ftay'd a little while with them that they were 
return'd to the Camp, upon which he pufli*d on with- 
out them. The fourth Day, knowing he was near the 
Village, he fent two of his young People on before, 
who m a ihort Time return'd & told him they faw two 
Indians coming on Horfeback, who foon after arived 
& told him they knew his Deiign, but that the Village 
was increafed to ten Cabans, & if he went on would be 
cut to Pieces, & moreover that the Shawanies had alk'd 
Peace from Coll. Boquet & were gone with all their 
Prifoners to meet him to the Amount of two hundred, 
upon which feeing they were apriz'd of his Defign & 
were going to make Peace he fent back his Party & 
took two Indians & proceeded to the Village, where 
he was inform'd that the four Indians that returned 
from the Party inform'd a Huron Chief who had made 

Peace 
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Peace mth Coll. Bradftreet, who immediately fent off 17^ 
an Elxpreis on Horfeback to the Village, & that one 5^^ 
of the two Indians that met him was the Brother of a 
Mohawk Chief. That he was Aire in cafe that his 
Defign had not been difcovered, the Indians that were 
with him would not have fought. That in pafling by the 
Head of the Sanduiky River he £nr a Huron of San-^ 
duflcy who told him he was ariv'd from the Frontiers 
of Vii^inia where he had been at war with a Party of 
Shawanies & Delawares, who had taken thirty ScaJps, 
and that if he would not believe him he would give 
him two, that were pretty frelh to ihow to his Father 
the Commandant at this Place, which Scalps he iaw. 

This Day the Militia return'd from Michilimacki- *7 
nac 

This Day the Schooner Bofton ariv'd at the Mouth Nov. 3 
of the River after been ^hteen Days from Niagara, 
& the Schooner Vidory, who came out with her, they 
fuppofe was drove back. 

This Morning CapL St. Clair arived here from 5 
Michilimackinac after laying up the Schooner Gladwin 
in a {mall River near the Head of the River Huron. 

This Evening the Sloop Charlotte, the Schooner 
Bofton & Schooner Viftory arived oppofitc the ForL 

This Morning Andre & five other Hurons left this 23 
on a fcout againn the Shawanies & Delawares & were to 
encamp at obe River Rouge for to night. 

This Afternoon a Soldier was kill'd and fcalp'd on 
the Road between the River Rouge & the Fort. 

This Morning a Soldier was kiU'd & fcalp'd behind 24 
the Fort near the Edge of the Woods. 

Andrew return'd mis Morning & promif 'd (as he 
imagined it was Indians from Sanduiky that took the 
two Scalps) that he would fall upon the firfl Indian he 
faw from tne other fide of Lake Erie. 

16 This 
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1764- This Day we were inform'd that it was fomc St. 

^^][|J5 Jofeph Indians that took the Scalps as they had feen 
them. 
26 This Day two Puttawattamies of this Place came in 
& informed that it was the St. Jofeph Indians that 
took the Scalps at the Infligation of a Saky who had 
been with them near twenty Years, & whofe Son was 
kill'd this Time twelve Months at this Place. 

This was confirmed by many Informations from 
many Indians. 

Dec. 14 This Day Machioquiffe a Chief of the Puttawatta- 
mees of this Place arived from St. Jofephs with a Let- 
ter from one Chevallier to the Commanding Officer, 
who informed the Commandant that Chevallier told 
him the King of France had fent over fome Merchants, 
whom he had order'd to fell Things to the Indians at 
the following Rate, viz : if the Englifh fold a Blanket 
for four Beaver they were to fell it for three; if they fold 
it for three, they were to fell it for two, & if the Eng- 
lifh fold it for two they were to fell it for one, and 
every thing elfe in Proportion. That there was five 
Cannoes of that Merchandize already at St. Jofephs, as 
much at Ouiattanon & a good deal gone to the Sha- 
wanies & Delawares. 

After a good deal of Difcourfe with the Command- 
ant about the Scalps that was taken the 23d & 24th of 
Novem. he aflc'd him in cafe the Murderers could be 
brought before him to make a proper Submiffion, 
wheather he would not forgive them ; to which he faid 
if they were brought before him & made proper Sub- 
miffions he would not ufe them as they merited. 
Upon which Machioquifle promif 'd to go and get fome 
Sauteux & ufe all the Means in his Power to bring the 
Murderers in & with the Englifh Prifoners that was 
at St. Jofephs. 

January 



Digitized by 



Google 



Pontiac^s Siege of Detroit. 115 

January 21ft, 1764 [1765]. 1765- 

This Day Andrew the Huron arived from Fort }^' 
Pitt, with Letters, for being inform'd that Peace was 
made with the Shawanies & Delawares, he proceeded 
to that Place inftead of ftriking againft them as he was 
directed when he left this. He faid the Shawanies 
& Delawares told him there was three Battoes & two 
Perriaugres arived at the Mouth of the Oenentois, 
from the Illinois, & they fent them a large Belt of 
Wampum defireing them to go immediately out of 
their River. That they had made Peace with their 
Father the Englifh, and would not have any more to 
do with the French. 

Andrew the Huron left this for Fort Pitt with Feb. 27 
Maifonville. 

A fmall Party from the Miamecs took a PrifonerMar. u 
that had ftra^lcd from the Veffel at the River Rouge. 

Mr. Jadot was fent from this to the Miamee to bring "7 
one Clermont & his Family & fome others to this 
Place, as we had been inform'd they fpirited up the 
Indians to ftrike here, but the Indians met him before 
he ariv'd there & difarm'd his Party, and fent him 
back. 

Coll. Campbell fent them a Meflage by fome Chib- '5 
bawas (who ofFer'd themfelves as Volunteers) to let 
them know if they did not give up every Prifoner they 
had & the Arms they took from Mr. Jadots Party, 
he would declare them his Enemys ; & the Chibbawas 
who carried this Meffage had Orders from their Chief 
Seccaho, that in cafe they did not comply with this 
Demand they might look upon them as their Enemies 
as they wou'd immediately ftrike againft them. 

The Schooner Viftory fail'd for Niagara, in which 
went Lt. Stewart & Sir Edward Pickering. 

This Day the Chibbawas return'd from the Miamee May 8 

and 
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17^- and brought Word they wou'd foon be in with their 
^^\ Prifbnere & defir'd their Father not to be impatient ; 
but by private Intelligence we were infbrm'd quite 
otherwife. 

i6 This Day the Sloop Chariot ariv'd from Niagara, 
in which came Lt. M'Dougal. 

17 This Day fome of the Ottawa Chiefe from the 
Miamee River came in & delivered a Mei&ge to the 
Commandant which they f 'd they received from Qo)^ 
Croffhan, inviting them to Fort Pitt, begging he 
wou d write to Q6\P Croghan & tell him in cafe they 
did not come at the Time appointed that it was be- 
caufe they were emploied in tryii^ to bring in the 
Miamees to make a proper Submimon to tho- Father 
& with their Prifoners. 

And defiring if he their Father chofe they fliou'd go 
to the Miamee he wou'd get one or two of the Hurons 
Chiefs to go with them. 

In the Afternoon one a Mohawk who had 

been fcnt laft Fall by Sir Will» JohnO* as a Spy among 
the Indians came in with two Bennakees & informed 
the Commandant, that as their was frequent Reports 
at Sandufky that a Body of French & Indians were 
coming by way of the Miamee, they fent fome young 
Men as far as the Miamee to fee whether it was tru^ 
& as the above mentioned Indians were on their way 
here they met the Hurons returning from Miamee^ who 
told them that the 9th Inft. Pondiac's Nephew ariv'd 
from the Illinois who infonn'd them that while Pon- 
diac & the great Saalteur from Michilimackinac was 
there, fix Englifhmen, with one Maifoaville a French- 
man, a Delaware, a Mohawk & a Huron from this 
Place ariv'd there from Fort Pitt, whom Pondiac 
caufed to be feized and brought them as &r as Ouiat- 
tanoa, where they were all burnt hut two whom, he was 
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bringing to give to the Miamees. That Pondiac had i7^5- 
fcvcn l^ge ficlts for to raife the St. Jofephs, the Mia* ^^* 
mees, the Ouiattanons, the Pians, Mafcoutons, and the ^^^ 
Illinois, who were to aflemble with fome Nations to the 
northward & make what Efforts they could againft this 
Place the Beginning of next Month, for which Pur- 
pofe Pondiac had beiides the above Belts a very large 
one which was for the Hatchet from the French. That 
this undertaking was to be entirely by the Indians 
widiout any Affiftance. 

Sl Vincent, one of the above Indians further iays, 
that being at the Shawanee Town about twenty Days 
1^0, a French Trader from the Illinois told him that 
he had received a Letter from Maifonville when he was 
going down the Ohio, who informed him that he had 
been fent bv the Commanding Officer at Fort Pitt, to 
go to the Illinois with fbme £ngliflimen. 

Three Chiefs of the Ottawas with fome young Men 20 
left this with a MeflSige from the Commandant to the 
Miamees and one for Pondiac 

This Morning the Sloop Charlotte fiul'd (or Ni- ii 
agara.^ 

This Afternoon one of the Chibbawas who were fent 
to the Miamee the 1 5th March, came here &: brought 
back the Belts which the Miamees would not receive & 
told quite a different Story from what their Chief Scc^ 
caho told on the Return of the refl. 

This Day the Indians from St. Jofephs came to the ^4 
Settlement with a Prifoner, & a Belt from their Chiefs, 
but the Commandinj^ Officer wou'd not receive them 
as there was no Chief with, and as they had not fulfiFd 
dieir Promife. 

The Prifoner they fent in by two Puttawattamy 
Chiefs of this Phxe with the Beh, whkh the Com- 
mandaxit rocecv'd & lient them Word, when tbdr Chiefe 
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1765- fulfiird their Promife he wou'd receive them as his 
^^y* Children, but not till then. This Prifoner was gave 
to them by the Shawanies & Delawares two Years ago, 
whom we new nothing of, being one more than they 
f 'd they had. 
^5 This Day the Huron Chiefs with two Onondagoes 
came in & told the Commandant that they came to 
fpeake to him upon the fame Subjeft they had done 
the 17th Inftant, faying they had fince been informed 
by fome people from towards the Illinois that they 
were in Danger, that the Indians the laft Time had 
only taken up the Hatchet againft the Engliih, but 
that now they would take it up againft the French & 
^ them, as they liv'd near the Engliih and lik'd them ; 
& that they fliould perifh with them. They then de- 
fir d they might give the Commandant a little Advice, 
which if found good he wou'd have Pitty upon them 
& do. 

They then f 'd that as the Indians depended entirely 
upon what they could get or take from the Inhabitants 
for Subfiftance, they thought it advifable that they 
ihould joine in fmall Partys & gather together their 
Corn & Cattle & make at different Places unall Stock- 
ades where eight or ten Families might fecure them- 
felves in, with their EfFedls ; that in propofing this to 
them the Commandant would fee whether they were 
inclin'd to be faithfuU or not, for if they objefted againft 
it, they were certainly inclin'd to fight, as the Indians 
would render themfelves Mafters of them & would 
oblig'd them to do what they pleaf 'd & ftrip them of 
every thing, in cafe they remained in the undefenfible 
Condition they were then. They beg'd the Com- 
mandant would defire the Inhabitants on the South 
Side of the River to join with them to make a Stock- 
ade at the Huron Pomt near the Priefts Houfe, that 

they 
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they might put their Wifes & Children in for Security, ^7^$* 
for notwitftanding they were a fmall Number they \^J^ 
would then Laugh at any thing the other Nations cou'd 
do, but if they were to remain they would be in their 
Power & perhaps be oblig'd to do thing they had not 
Inclination to do, for (aid they, what will not a Man 
do to fave his Life, & when we fee a Knife at our 
Throats we fhall perhaps commit Faults, for thefe and 
many other Reafons they beg'd the Commandant wou'd 
propofe to the People to put themfelves in fome kind 
of Defence. They further faid they new the Inhabit- 
ants would be very angry at them if they new they 
propof 'd fuch a thing, but they new on their Side 
that if they did not comply with it they wou'd foon 
repent it, and perhaps wou'd be very glad to take 
Refuge in their little Fort, in cafe thev got one built. 
They faid there was no Time to loofe, the fooner it 
was done the better. 

In the Afternoon the Commandant fent for the 
Officers of the Militia, and acquainted them of the 
News he had heard & propofed to them to put them- 
felves in the beft date of Defence they cou'd, agreeable 
to which he gave them fome Propofals in Writing, a 
Copy of which is amongft the Orders ifTued to the 
Militia. 

This Day the Schooner Viftory ariv'd, having been 26 
fent from Niagara with Capt. Simpfon pf the Artillery 
to take up the Cannon left by Col*> Br^dftreet lafk F^U 
near the River au Roche, but was oblig'd to put in here 
for Want of Provifion, having had a great deal of bad 
Weather & not being able to go to the Place. The 
Veflell in very bad Condition. 

The Schooner Viftory. h^^ 6 

[The Diary thus ends abruptly in the Middle of a 
Page in the Manufcript.] 
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INTRODUCTION. 



TV^AJOR Rogers arrived at Detroit on the 29th 
^^-^ of July, 1763, with the Detachment under the 
Command of Capt. Dalyel, and fhared in the gallant 
but unfortunate Sortie made under the Command of 
that Officer a few Days after, in which the Leader and 
many of his Men perifhed. The Information con- 
tained in the following Narrative is entirely from hear- 
(ay, and only brings down the Chain of Events to the 
4th of July, although dated nearly a Month later. It 
is probable that Maj. Rogers began to write an Account 
of the Siege foon after his Arrival, and that this was 
only partly finifhed when the failing of two Veffels 
(mentioned on Page 59) offered a convenient Oppor- 
tunity for fending it to Sir William Johnfon. At the 
Clofe of the Volume of Journals publifhed by Major 
Rogers in 1765, is an Advertifement of a fecond Vol- 
ume to contain, among other Things, an Account of 

the 
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the Indian Wars in America fubfeqcnt to 1760. Sub- 
fcriptions were folicitcd and the Book was promifed 
within a limited Time, but frooi fome Caufe unknown, 
it was never printed. It is reafonable to infer that the 
following Pages were intended to form a Portion of 
the Book, and that this Fragment, now firft printed, 
may be the only Part that has been preferved. It was 
found among the Manufcripts of Sir William Johnfon 
in the New York State Library. 

F. B. H. 
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JOURNAL 

OF THE 

SIEGE OF DETROIT. 



JOURNAL of the Siege of 

Detroit^ taken from the Officers 

who were then in the Fort^ and 

their Words in the 




wrote tn 
following Manner^ viz: 



The 6th of May ; when we were privately informed 
of a Confpiracy formed againfl us by the Indians, par- 
ticularly the Tawa^ Nation, who were to come to 
council with us the next Day, and maflacre every Soul 
of us. On the Morning of that Day, being Saturday 
the 7th of Mav, fifteen of their Warriors came into 
the Fort and fecmed very inquifitive and anxious to 
know where all the Englifh Merchants' Shops were. 

At 9 o'clock the Garrifon were ordered under Arms 
and the Savages continued coming into the Fort till 
1 1 o'clock, diminifhing their Numbers as much as 
poflible by dividing themfelves at all the Corners of 



^ Ottawa. 
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the ftreets mod adjacent to the Shops. Before 12 
o'clock they were three hundred Men, at leaft three 
times the Number equal to that of the Garrifon ; but 
feeing all the Troops under Arms, and the Merchants 
Shops fhut, imagined prevented them from attempting 
to put their evil Scheme into execution that Day. 

Obferving us thus prepared, their Chiefs came in a 
very condemned like Manner, to Council, where they 
fpoke a great deal of Nonfenfe to Major Gladwine and 
Capt. Campbell, protefting at the fame Time the 
greateft Friendfhip imaginable to them, but expreffing 
their Surprife at (eeing all the Officers and Men under 
Arms. The Major then told them that he had certain 
Intelligence that fome Indians were projefting Mif- 
chief, and on that Ace* he was determined to have the 
Troops always under Arms upon fuch Occafions: 
That they being the oldeft Nation, and the firft that 
had come to Council, needed not to be aftonifhed at 
that Precaution as he was refolved to do the fame to 
all Nations. 

At 2 o'clock they had done fpeaking, went off feem- 
ingly very difcontented and croffed the River half a 
League from the Fort, where they all encamped about 
6 o'clock that Afternoon. Six of their Warriors re- 
turned and brought an old Squaw Prifoner, alledging 
that fhe had given us felfe Information againft them. 
The Major declared fhe had never given any kind of 
Advice. They then infifted upon naming the Author 
of what he had heard in regard to the Indians, which 
he declined to do, but told them it was one of them- 
felves, whofe Name he promifed never to reveal ; where- 
upon they went off and carried the old Woman Pri- 
foner with them. When they arrived at their Camp, 
Pondiac their greateft Chief feized on the Prifoner and 
gave her three Strokes with a Stick on the Head, 

which 
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which laid her flat on the Ground, and the whole Na- 
tion aflembled around her and called repeated Times 
kill her, kill her. 

Sunday the 8th, Pondiac and feveral other of the 
principal Chiefs came into the Fort, at 5 o'Clock in 
the Afternoon and brought a Pipe of Peace with them 
of which they wanted to convince us fully of their 
Friendfliip and Sincerity, but the Major judging that 
they only wanted to caggole us would not go nigh them 
nor give them any Countenance, which obliged Capt. 
Campbell to go and foeake with them, and after fmoak- 
ing with the Pipe of Peace and afluring him of their 
Fidelity, they laid that the next Morning all the Na- 
tion would come to Council where every thing would 
be fettled to our Satisfadion, after which they would 
immediately difperfe, and that that would remove all 
kind of Suspicion. 

Accordingly on Monday Morning the oth, fix of 
their Warriors came into the Fort at 7 o'Clock, and 
upon feeing the Garrifon under Arms went off without 
being obferved. About 10 o'Clock we counted fifty- 
fix Canoes, with feven and eight Men in each, crofling 
the River from their Camp, and when they arrived 
nigh the Fort, the Gates were fhut, and the Interpre- 
ter went to tell them that not above fifty or fixty 
Chiefs would be admitted into the Fort, upon whicn 
Pondiac immediately defired the Interpreter in a per- 
emptory Manner to return diredUy and acquaint us 
that if all their People had not free Accefs into the 
Fort none of them would enter it : that we might day 
in our Fort, but he would keep the Country, adding 
that he would order a Party iriftantly to an Ifland 
where we had twenty-four Bullocks, which they imme- 
diately killed. Unluckily three Soldiers were on the 
Ifland and a poor Man with his Wife and four Children 

which 
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which they all murthcred except two Children, as alfo 
a poor Woman and her two Sons, that lived about half 
a Mile from the Fort. 

After having thus put all the Englifh without the 
Fort to death, the ordered a Frenchman who had feen 
the Woman and her two Children killed and fcalped, 
to come and inform us of it, and likewife of dieir 
having murthered Sir Robert Davers, Captain Robert- 
fon and a Boats' Crew of fix Perfons two Days before, 
being Saturday the 7th of May, near the Entrance of 
Lake Huron, for which Place they fet out from hence 
on Monday the 2d Inft. in order to know if the Lakes 
and Rivers were Navigable for a Schooner which lay 
here to proceed to Michilimackinac. We were then 
fully perfuaded that the Information given us was well 
founded, and a proper Difpofition was made for the 
Defenfe of the r ort, although our Number was but 
fmall, not exceeding one hundred and twenty, includ- 
ing all the Englifh Traders, and the Works were nigh 
Mile in Circumferance. 

On Tuesday the loth, very early in the Morning, 
the Savages began to fire on the Fort, and VeflTels 
which lay oppofite to the eaft and weft Sides of the 
Fort.2 About 8 o'Clock the Indians called a Parley 
and ceafed firing, and half an Hour after, the Wain- 
dotes Chiefs came into the Fort, on their way to a 
Council where they were called by the Tawas and pro- 
mifed us to endeavour to foliciate and perfuade the 
Tawas from committing further Hoftilities. After 
drinking a Glafs of Rum they went off at three o' Clock 
that Afternoon. Several of the Inhabitants and four 
Chiefs of the Tawas, Waindotes and Chippawas and 
Pottawattomes came and acquainted us, that moft of 

2 The Channel of Detroit River Degrees South of Weft, although its 
oppofite the Fort, ran but a few general Courfe is nearly South. 
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all the Inhabitants were aflembled at a Frenchmans 
Houfe about a Mile from the Fort, where the Savages 
propofed ta hold a Council, and defiring Captain 
Campbell and another Officer to go with them to that 
Council, where they hoped with their Prefence and 
Affiftance further Hoftilities would ceafe, affuring us at 
the fame Time that come what would, that Capt. Camp- 
bell and the other Officers that went with him, fhould 
return whenever they pleafed. This Promife was afler- 
tained by the French as well as the Indian Chief, 
whereupon Captain Campbell and Lieutenant Mc- 
Dougal went off efcorted by a Number of the Inhab- 
itants and the four Chiefs, they firft promifed to be 
anfwerable for their returning y* Night. 

When they arrived at the Houfe already mentioned 
they found the French and Indians affembled, and after 
counceling a long while, the Waindotes were prevailed 
on to fing the War Song, and this being done, it was next 
refolved that Captain Campbell and Lieutenant Mc- 
Dougall fhould be detained Prifoners, but would be in- 
dulged to lodge in a French Houfe till a French Com- 
mandant arrived from the Ilenoes, that next Day five 
Indians and as many Canadians would be difpatched to 
acquaint the Commanding Officer of the Ilonies that 
Detroit was in their PofTeffion and require of him to fend 
an Officer to Command, to whom Captain Cample and 
Lieutenant McDougall fhould be delivered. As for 
Major Gladwin he was fummoned to give up the Fort 
and two VefTels, &c., the Troops to ground their Arms, 
and they would allow as many Battoes and as much 
Provifion as they judged requifite for us to go to 
Niagara : That if thefe Propoials were not accepted of, 
they were a thoufand Men, and florm the Fort at all 
events, and in that Cafe every Soul of us fhould be 
put to the Torture. The Major returned for Anfwer, 
I? that 
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that as foon as the two Officers they had detained were 

f)ermitted to come into the Fort, he would after con- 
lilting them give a pofitive Anfwer to their Demand, 
but could do nothing without obtaining their Opin- 
ion. 

On Wednefday the nth, feveral Inhabitants came 
early in the Morning into the Fort, and advifed us by 
way of Friendfhip to make our Efcape aboard the 
Veffels, afluring us that we had no other Method by 
which we could preferve our Lives, as the Indians 
were then fifteen nundred fighting Men, and would be 
as many more in a few Days, and that they were fully 
determined to attack us in an Hours time. We told 
the Monf 'rs that we were ready to receive them, and 
that every Officer and Soldier in the Fort would wil- 
lingly perifh in the Defenfe of it, rather than conde- 
fcend or agree to any Terms that Savages would pro- 
pofe. Upon which the French went off as I fuppofe 
to communicate what we had faid to their Allies, and 
in a little afterwards the Indians gave their ufual Hoop, 
and five or fix hundred began to attack the Fort on all 
Quarters. Indeed fome of them behaved extremely 
well and advanced very boldly in an open plain expofed 
to our Fire, and came within fixty Yards of the Fort, 
but upon having three Men killed and above a dozen 
wounded, they retired as briflcly as they advanced, and 
fired at three hundred Yards Diftancc till feveno'Clock 
at Night, when they fent a Frenchman into the Fort 
with a Letter to the Major, defiring a ceflation of 
Arms, that Night, and propofing to let the Troops 
with their Arms aboard the Veflels, but infixing upon 
our giving up the Fort, leaving the French AuxiUiary 
all the Merchandize and officers Efifeds, and had even 
the Infolence to demand a N^ro Boy belongit^ to a 
Merchant to be delivered to Pondiack, 

The 
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The Major's Reply to thefe extraordinary Propofi- 
tions was much the fame as to the firft. 

Tuefday the 12th, five Frenchmen and as many In- 
dians were fent off for the Ilinoes with Letters wrote 
by a Canadian a^reable to Pondiacs Defire. On the 
13th wc were informed by the Inhabitants that Mr. 
Chapman, a Trader fi-om Niagara, was taken Prifoncr 
by the Waindotes, with five Battoes loaded with 
Goods. 

The 2 1 ft, one of the Veffels was ordered to fail for 
the Niagara, but to remain till the fixth of June at the 
Mouth of the River in order to advert the Battoes 
which wc expeded daily from Niagara. 

Upon the 22d we were told that Enfign PauUy who 
commanded at Sanduficy was brought Prifoner by ten 
Tawas, who reported that they had prevailed after long 
Confultation with the Waindotes who lived at San- 
dufky to declare War againft us ; that fome Days affo 
they came early of a Morning to the Block Houfe, 
and murthered every Soul therein, confifting of twenty 
feven Perfons, Traders included; that McflT"* Callen- 
der and Prentice, formerly Captains in the Pennfylva- 
nia Reg' were amongft that Number, and that they had 
taken one hundred Horfes loaded with Indian Goods, 
which with the Plunder of the Garrifon was agreed to 
be given the Waindotes before they condefcended to 
join them ; that all they wanted was the Commanding 
Oflkcr. 

On the 29th of May, we had the Mortification to 
Ice eight oi our Battoes in the Pofleffion of the Enemy, 
pafling on the oppofite Shore, with feveral Soldiers 
Prifoners in them. When the foremoft Battoe came 
oppofite the Sloop, fhe fired a Gun, and the Soldiery 
aboard called at thofe in the Battoe, that if they pafled 
the Savages would kill them all, upon which they im^ 
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mediately feized on two Indians and threw them over- 
board with him and tomahawked him diredUy, they 
being near the Shore and it quite fhoal. Another 
Soldier laid hold of an Oar, and ftruck that Indian 
upon the Head, of which Wound he is fince dead. 
Then there remained only three Soldiers, of which two 
were wounded, and although fifty Indians were on the 
Bank not fixty Yards, firing upon them, the three 
Soldiers efcaped aboard the Veflel, with the Battoe 
loaded with eight Barrels of Provifions and gives the 
following Account of their MiflTortune, viz: 

That two Nights before, about 10 o'Clock, they 
arrived about fix Leagues from the Mouth of the River 
where they encamped. That two Men went a little 
from the Camp tor Firewood to boil their Kettle, 
when one of the two was feized on by an Indian, killed 
and fcalped in an Inftant. The other Soldier ran 
direftly and alarmed the Camp, upon which Lieutenant 
Cuyler immediately ordered to give Ammunition to 
the Detachment, which confifted of one Serjeant and 
feventeen Soldiers of the Royal Americans, three Ser- 
jeants and feventy-two Rank and File of the Queen's 
Independent Company of Rangers. After having de- 
livered their Ammunition, and a Difpofition made of 
the Men, the Enemy came clofe to them without being 
obferved, behind a Bank and fired very fmartly on 
one Flank which could not fuftain the Enemys Fire 
and they retired precipitately and threw the Whole in 
Confufion. By that Means the Soldiers embarked 
aboard the Battoes with one, two and three Oars in 
each Battoe, which gave an Opportunity to the Savages 
of taking them all except the two Battoes that efcaped 
with Mr. Cuyler to Niagara. 

Sunday the 5th of June, we were acquainted that 
Fort Maimes was taken, that Enfign Holms who 
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commanded there had been informed by two French- 
men who arrived there the preceding Day of Detroits 
being attacked by the Indians, which he would hardly 
believe, but threatened to imprifon the French for that 
Report, that an Indian Woman had betrayed him 
out of the Fort by pretending that another Woman 
was very fick, and begged of him to come to her Cabin 
to let blood of her, and when he had gone a little Dif- 
tance from the Fort was fired on and killed. The 
Serjeant hearing the -Report of the firing ran to fee 
what it was, and was immediately taken Priloner. The 
Soldiers fhut the Gates and would have probably de- 
fended the Fort if one Walfh, a Trader who had been 
taken Prifoner a few Days before, had not advifed them 
to open the Gates, alledging that if they did not comply 
the Indians would fet Fire to the Fort and put them to 
death ; whereas, if they opened the Gates, they fhould 
be well treated. Whereupon the Gates were opened, 
and the Soldiers grounded their Arms. 

On the loth of June we heard that Enfign Schloffer 
the Commanding Oflicer at Saint Jofephs was taken 
Prifoner and that all the Garrifon (except three Men) 
were maflacred. That the Indians came on the 25th 
of May with a Pretence to Council, and as foon as the 
Chiefs had fhaken Hands with Mr. Schloffer, they 
feized on him, gave a Shriek and inftantly killed ten 
Men. 

The 1 2th we were told that Lieut. Jenkins and all 
the Garrifon of Owat'anon, confiding of a Sergeant and 
eighteen Men were taken Prifoners and carried to the 
Ilonies. 

The 1 8th a Jefuit arrived from Michillimakenac 
and brought a Letter from Captain Etherinton and 
Lieutenant Leflley, with an Account of their being 
taken Prifoners. That Lieutenant Jamet and twenty- 
one 
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one Soldiers. That on the 2nd the Indians were play- 
ing Ball as ufual nigh the Fort, where Captain Ether- 
ington and Lieut. Leffley happened to be looking at 
them, but were fuddenly leized on and carried into the 
Woods. At the fame Time the Savages had purpofely 
thrown their Ball into the Fort, as if that had hap- 
pened by Accident, and followed it diredly into the 
Fort, where a Number of their Women had Toma- 
hawks and Spears concealed under their Blankets, 
which they delivered them and put the whole Garrifon 
to death, except thirteen Men. 

The 30th we were informed that the Blockhoufe at 
Prefque Ifle was burned, that Enfign Chriftie and all 
his Garrifon, which confided of twenty-nine Men were 
taken Prifoners except fix Men, who it was believed 
made their efcape to La Beuf. 

On the Night of the 2d Inftant and Lieut. Mc- 
Dougall were lodged at the Houfe I have already men- 
tioned, about two Miles from the Fort, and made a 
Refolution to Efcape, when it was agreed on between 
them that McDougall Aiould fet ofFfirft, which he did 
and get iafe into the Fort, but you know it was much 
more dangerous for Captain Campbell than for any 
other Perfon by Reafon that he could neither run nor 
fee, and being fenfible of that failing I am fure pre- 
vented him from attempting to efcape. 

The 4th a Detachment was ordered to deftroy fome 
Breaft works and Entrenchments the Indians had made 
a Quarter of a Mile fixjm the Fort, and about twenty 
Indians came to attack that Party, which they engaged 
but were drove off in an Inftant with the Lofs of one 
Man killed (and two wounded) which our People 
fcalped and cut to Pieces. Half an Hour after the 
Savages carried the Man they had loft before Captain 
Campbell, ilriped him naked, and diredly murthered 

him 
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him in a cruel Manner, which indeed gives one Pain 
beyond Expreilion, and I am {ure cannot mifs but to 
afFeA fenfibly all his Acquaintences, although he is now 
out of the Queftion. 

The Indians likewife reported that Venango and 
Le Beuf is taken by the Savages. 

Dated at Detroit 8th Aug' 1763. 




To Sir William Johnfon. 




Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



,,...,. 



GEN. BRADSTREET'S 
STATEMENT 



UPON 



INDIAN AFFAIRS. 



Digitized by 



Google 






Digitized by 



Google 



\v^ 



Qsemm&imsm!sms& 



INTRODUCTION. 

'T^HE following Statement upon Indian Affairs is 
-■" preferved in the Hand-writing of General John 
Bradftreet, in a Volume belonging to the New York 
State Library, entitled Bradftreet and Amherft MSS.y 
beginning at Page 190. Thefe Papers were found 
many Years fince in the Garret of a Houfe in Albany 
which Gen. Bradftreet once inhabited, and are of un- 
queftionable authenticity. 

During the Indian Wars which followed the Con- 
queft of Canada in 1760, General fi^^held the Rank of 
Quarter-Mafter General, and his vOpportunities for 
judging of the Merits or Defefts of the Syftem under 
which Indian Affairs were managed entitle his Opinions 
to Refpedt. The Difficulties attending this Service 
are clearly and forcibly ftatcd, and the Remedies which 
he fuggefts were didated by found Judgment and en- 
forced by ftrong Argument. 

F. B. H. 
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GEN. BRADSTREET'S 

STATEMENT. 

DECEMBER 17, 176 +. 

BRIEF State of our inter iour 
Situation with the Savages^ the 

Itl/G'^l^^ I^if^^'^^^^^S^^ occajioned by the 

d j^^^^ Indian Traders following them 

y. to their Hunting Country^ Cajiles 

-^ and Villages ; the Benefit to all his 

Majeftfs SubjeEls by confining the Trade to 

particular Pofis and the Danger of fixing 

thofe Pofis nearer the Colony s of IVew Tork 

and ^ebec then St. Marys j Michilimicanac^ 

La Bayy Sf the Detroit y &c.j 




c. 



The Savages retain their AfFedion for the French 
Nation as much as ever, and have nothing more at Heart 
than their Return and Power in this Country, & are 

ready 
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ready to execute any thing in their Power to anfwer 
that Purpofe, and deteft the Englifti fo much, that the 
Traders can not quit the eftablifhed Pofts to go & 
Trade with them (as Canadians do, who run no rifk, 
but on the contrary are well receiv'd) without being 
murder'd and plundered; and Experience alfo fhews 
when they employ Canadians to carry on the Trade 
for them they are cheated and ruin'd ; which muft in 
a fhort Time put all the Indian Trade in the Hands 
of the Canadians in Conjundion with the French & 
Spaniards from the Miififfippi & the Settlements of 
the Illinois, who at this Time carry of great Part of 
the Trade between the Miffiffippi & the great Lakes 
& the Ohio. To remedy thefe Evils and recover the 
Trade which is much impaired, the Savages debauch'd, 
become Idle and negleft their Hunting by fpirituous 
Liquors being conftantly carried to their Hunting 
Countrys and to fix the Trade with equil Advantage 
to all his Majeftys Su Wefts, it is imagined it fhould be 
limited to particular roils & upon no Account allow 
any Traders to follow the Savages to their Hunting 
Country, CafUes or Villages, as it moreover gives their 
Boat men & fome of thcmfelves a Taft for a wander- 
ing & independent Life, infefts Aem with a Habit of 
Libertinifm & many of thefe Sort of Canadians xemaia 
amongft the Savages now % from wJiom they are not 
diftinguiAiable but ^y their Vices & inciting them on 
to Afts of Cruelty a^nil the Esglidi ; and was dieir 
nothing to fear fir>m the Entregucs of foreign Eaiemies 
the nearer the Pofts were fix'd to the Colony s of New 
York & Quebec to more Advantage would tihc Trade 
be carry'd on, as the Savages would then become the 
principal Carriers thcmfelves, which is a very expenfive 
Artide. But the Di&dvantage of confining the Tmde 
tx) Pofts tiearer tbe Colomys then ^t Marys, Michili- 

micanac 
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micanac, La Bay and Detroit would be, the Savages of 
the northweft Side Lake Superior would find it lefs 
troublefome to Trade with the Hudfons Bay Company 
then to go to thofe Pofts, and thofe of La Bay, the 
wefi Side Lake Superior & Lake Michigan would find 
it alfo lefs difficult to go to the MiffifTippi fhould the 



French & Spanifti Traders not go to them as they 

' ' alfo foon find the way 
into Lake Superior with their Merchandife — and fo 



aftually do now and they would alfo foon find the wa\ 



long as thofe Traders come to the Savages on the 
Banks of the Wabafti and Scioto Rivers, by the Mif- 
fiflippi and Ohio, our Traders at the Detroit & Fort 
Pitt will benefit but little from them, thofe of St. Jo- 
fephs & Miames, which makes a confiderable Number 
or Hunters— and to thefe Evils we may add a greater, 
namely, was the Trade confin'd to Pofls as low as 
Niagara, the certain Confequence would be, that all 
the l*urr Trade & Savages would fiiU into the Hands 
of the French and Spaniards & it efFeAed foon by 
Means of the French Inhabitants of Detroit, Wabach, 
St. Joftph & Michilimicanac & thofe Vagabonds or 
Coureurs de Bois of Canada difpcrf 'd amongft them, 
who when left to themfelves and able to ad openly & 
without Fear will not fail their old Mafters ; the dread- 
ful Confequence of which would foon be (cverely felt 
by the Inhabitants of the Frontiers of fevcral Colonys. 
From repeated Information it can admit of no 
Doubt but that the French by the Miffiflippi are ufing 
their befl Endeavours to bring all the Savages to con- 
fider the Spaniards in the fame fiivourable light to 
them -as the French themfelves ; we mufl therefore loofe 
Ground every Day with the Indians if we remain idle 
SpeAators of it ; it would be of great Ufe in helping 
to prevent it as well as that of a general Confederacy 
of them againfl us when attempted were we to divide 

them 
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them by fomenting the Quarrils generally fubfifting 
amongft them inftead of making them up & turn them 
to our own Ufe & Advantage & prevent as much as 
poffible the Intcrcourfe of the Savages of diffirent 
Diftrifts, that is, thofe of the north weft Side Lake 
Superior to come down no farther than St. Mary's & 
Michilimicanac ; thofe of La Bay, weft Side Lake 
Superior & Lake Michigan to the Pofts of La Bay; 
thofe of St. Jofephs, Miames, Wabach & Scioto Rivers 
to the Detroit & Fort Pitt, & the Six Nations (if 
poffible) to be kept from them all at the Pofts of Ne- 
jigara & Ofwego, as the Meetings of different Nations 
of Indians have too often ended in making up their 
old Quarrils & ploting againft us — ^and to lucceed in 
this important Bufinefs, Men of Adrefs with a per- 
feA Knowledge of the Polocy & Craft of the Savages 
ftiould be employed. 

The Number of Boats employed in the Indian 
Trade annually from this Provmce amounts to about 
1 80 whofe Cargoes one with the other is in Value jcxd £, 
at the New York Prices ; which makes for the whple 
about 100,000 £ ; out of which a large Dedudion is to 
be made from the Proflits of the Trader for Tranfporta- 
tion & other Expenfes as may be conceiv'd by the 
Expence of one Boat to Detroit : 

3 Boatmen to Detroit, - - £60 

Battoe, Oars, &c., - - - ^ 

Carriage over the little Falls and 

Fort Stanwix, 1.12 

Do. Neagara, - ^ - ji. 8 

£82 
and to' Michilimicana it amounts to 112 £, about; 
and innormous as this Expenfe is it bears no Propor- 
tion to that of following the Savages to their Hunting 

Country 
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Country during the Winter; which the Englifh Mer- 
chants of Canada are no Strangers to— and to this fol- 
lows the Expence of Provifions, which is always very 
fcarce & dear at the Pofts. At Michilimicanac Pork 
fold this Summer for two Shillings and fixpence, Bread 
four Shillings & Butter fix Shillings the Pound, and 
at Detroit 5 £ a hundred weight, and this fcarcity of 
Provifions and expenfive Tranfportation will continue 
fo long as the Detroit remains not properly fettled ; 
the Encroachments of the French and Spaniards not 
prevented ; the Frontiers of feveral Colony's not fecure 
from the Attacks of the Savages, nor we have the full 
Advantage of the Fur Trade but by Detroit being 
made a ftrong Barrier to the Colonys & that Settlement 
encouraged or the whole of the Miffiflippi in our 
Hands ; which laft will bring all the Savages depend- 
ent on us for what they want ; for who ever imagines 
the Savages of the interior Country will remain in 
Peace and Friendfhip with us whilft the French & 
Spaniards poflefs the Miffiflippi will find himfelf mif- 
taken'd — ^indeed the former has not been found per- 
minent though very expenfive— and the large Sum 
lately given at the Congrefs at Fort Stanwix will ope- 
rate on the Six Nations & their Friends only. From 
what has been faid of the Expence in carrying on this 
Trade, it appears the Method now praAif 'd is better 
calculated to enrich the Battoe & Canoe Men than the 
Merchants and is one of the Caufes fo many fail ; the 
regulating this, with Juftice to both, feems to be abfo- 
lutely neceflfary ; but the more Veflells are employed 
in this Trade to more Advantage will it be carry'd on 
as it may be done for half the now Expence & always 
with Safety againft the evil Defigns of any Savages. 

Detroit is here mentioned as being the moft proper 

Place for an Eftablifliment & Barrier for the Reafon 

20 that 
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that its Situation being moft proper & convenient 
to raife Provifions, awe and attack (uch Savages as are 
moft likely to be troublefome firft, to them divide and 
keep them fo, to take up the French and Spaniih 
Traders that may come on our Sidethe Miffiffippi, for 
it is to little Purpofe to fend Troops to attack Savages 
and take up People protefted by them from fo great Dif- 
tance as the Colonys are, to return in a few Months or 
to depend on fmall Garrifons, be they ever fo well pofted, 
it being out of their Power to do more than give Pro- 
tedion to fuch as are within their Works ; and it is as 
bad Policy to fufFer the Encroachment? above men- 
tioned & the Savages to infult & murder without fur- 
ther Notice than giving them large Sums of Money in 
Prefents to make Peace for a few i ears, for which they 
have always held us in Contempt & thereby encouraged 
to commit frequent Depredations upon us to exadt 
Prefents from Time to Time to make it up. As the 
Soil of the Detroit is as good as can be & plenty of it 
ready for the Plow, Provifions would foon be plenty 
& cheap there & the Navigation of the Lakes carry'd 
on by the Inhabitants of that Place in Veftels at as 
little Expence as in this Province, which would be of 
great advantage to the Trade, fecurity to the Pofts as 
well as leflhing their Expence — and without Veflels 
neither one nor the other can be faid to be (afe & fecure 
from falling into the Hands of the Savages. 

Should the Trade be limited tp particular Pofts it 
would be of advantage to eftablifti the Prices of the 
Merchandife & Furrs with equal Advantage to both 
Sides & to prevent Impofttions too frequently pradiced 
by the Traders ; and perhaps the way of doing it lefs 
exceptionable to the Traders & Savages would be by two 
Provincional Commiflarys of Abilities and Experience 
from the Colony of New York &Quebec with the Indian 

Chiefs 
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Chie^ in Prcfence of the Officer commanding Pofts 
and thofe Commiflary to refide at the Pofts, infpeft 
the Trade & report from Time [to Time] every thing 
neceftary and ihould it appear reafonable the Traders 
and Savages pay a Proportion towards the general 
Security of the Interior Country, the following Dutys 
may be laid by every Province connefted in the Trade, 
viz : 

On Speritious Liquors 2s6d fterling a Gallon. 

Powder, 6d do a Pound. 

Strouds, 8j do a Piece. 

Blankets, u do each. 

Shirts, I J do each. 

Silver Trinkets 5 p O on firft Coft, 
which may amount to fix or feven thoufand Pounds 
fterling per annum on this Province only. 

Some Court of Juftice is abfolutely neceflary to bring 
Offenders to Juftice, oblige People to pay their Debts 
and keep good Order, it being impomble thofe Ends 
can be anlwered by Provincial Laws fo diftant as the 
Colonys are, did tneir Power extend fo far. 

It is fubmitted, if the Defigns of our Ennemies to 
draw the Savages in general on us would not be more 
eafily prevented & with far lefs Expence if undertaken 
before any of them commence Hoftilitys againft us, 
than it can be afterwards, and if any thing can be more 
efFeftual to anfwer this Purpofe than the Savages feeing 
foon at the Detroit a refpedable Force fix'd, the Pofls 
above mentioned properly eftablifhed, themfelves dif^ 
united & proper Meafures taking there to raife fuffi- 
cient Provifions for the full Supply of the Interior 
Country. They know if the Pofts are fupplied with 
Provifions from the Colonys below in Boats only they 
have it always in their Power to cut off the Supply & 
even the Retreat of thofe Garrifons, and on it they 

chiefly 
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chiefly depend for Succefs in taking them and driving 
the Englifh out of the interior Country. How fatal a 
fudden & well tim'd Savage Eniption would prove 
to the Englifh Indian Traders & Frontier Inhabitants 
of feveral Colonys melanchoUy Experience has made 
it too well known to need being mentioned here, and 
if the interior Country is to remain in its prefent de- 
fencelefs State all Laws & Regulations for the Benefit 
of the Trade will be of no avail. 

It would be prudent to oblige all the French & 
Canadian People to remove from the Wabach, St. Jo- 
fephs, Michilimicanac & otherwife difperf 'd amongfl 
the Savages to the Settlement of Detroit to put an 
End to the Tricks they play to our Difadvantage. 

The Nations or Tribes of Savages furrounding the 
great Lakes that have any Knowledge of the Englifh 
are at this Time in a Difpofition to live well with 
them, refpeft them and beg for Trade & Veflels in 
every Lake, hoping thereby that Goods will be cheaper 
than it can be without them. They flill love the 
French to a great Degree and the French by the Mif- 
fifTippi and from the Illinois keep it up by extending 
Trade to all Nations they can and fending Emiflarys 
to propagate fuch Tales as turn mofl to their Advan- 
tage & Prejudice to the Englifh. Thefe Savages are 
numerous, proud, delight in & praAice War from a 
political View, knowing that fuch as negleA keeping 
up that Spirit mufl degenerate into Effeminacy & be- 
come the Prey of fuch as do not. To infure a lafling 
Peace, gain their AfFeAions & wean them from the 
French, flrift Juflke, Moderation, fair Trade, with keep- 
ing them from frequent Intercourfe with each other, & 
a refpedable Force at Detroit is the way to obtain it, 
unlefs their whole dependence for the NccefTaries of 
Life depended upon the Englifh, which will never be 

the 
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the cafe as long as the French can come up the Mif- 
fiflippi in Safety, Land & extend their Trade on our 
Side with Impunity, the preventing of which will in the 
Execution be found difficult as the Intereft of the 
Savages is to fcreen & proteft them, & it is faid to be 
carried on by the French Eaft India Company. 

It is abfolutely neceflary to make Choice for the 
eftablifliing Polls for the Security of Trade, of fuch 
Places as may be moft convenient for the Inhabitants 
of each Lake to carry on their Trade with eafe to 
themfelves, by which & their natural Lazinefs will 
feldom go to their Neighbors & without it they will 
be difcontented. 

At thefe Pofts Men of Senfe, Modiration & Spirit 
fhould Command, & each Detachment for the imall 
ones fhould not be lefs than one hundred good Men. 
Neagara & Detroit fhould be more refpeftable, the 
former can not do with lefs than three Pofls upon the 
Communication of fifty Men each and the latter mufl 
have as many to make good the Navigation to Lake 
Huron, the Straits being too difficult for VeffeUs, fo 
that Boats mufl be employed for that Service and the 
Officer commanding at Detroit fhould always have it 
in his Power to detach from his Garrifon three hun- 
dred good Men befides Militia to chaflife any Nation 
or Band of Savages the Inflant they deferve it, as the 
taking immediate Satiffadlion will make them refpeA 
and fear us and prevent a general War, fo that Neagara 
can not difpenfe with lefs than one Battalion on the 
prefent Eflablifhment & Detroit near two Battailons. 

The Pofls necefTary for Lake Ontario are already 
fix'd except Frontinac inflead of Fort Wm. Auguflus,! 
the latter being ufelefs, the Navigation to it dangerous 

^ About three Miles below the Mouth of the Ofwegatchle. See 

Note 57, Page 58. 

and 
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and attended with great delays, and the former an 
excellent Harbour and from it foon into the Lake. 

For Lake Erie Detroit is fufficient. 

For Lake Huron Detroit and Michilimicanac. 

For Lake Michigan Michilimicanac, the Bay & St. 
Jofephs. 

For Lake Superior, Falls of St. Marys with two 
other Pofts at the moft convenient Places, the Inhabit- 
ants being in that Quarter numerous, particularly in the 
weftward of it. 

Thefe Pofts of Michilimicanac, the Bay, St. Jofephs, 
the Falls of St. Marys with the two other Pofts upon 
the Banks of Lake Superior will take one Battailon, 
which makes four from Neagara weftward. 

All Pofts upon the Banks of the Lakes from Nea- 
gara upwards to be under the control of the Officer 
commanding at Detroit and ftiould Government judge 
it improper to eftablifti a Civil Government there and 
not encourage the Colony, ftill fome Court of Juftice 
is necefl^'ry to the end Offenders, Inhabitants, Indians, 
Indian Traders and others might be brought to Juftice 
& punifli'd by a Law that might prevent litigious Suits 
& iatisfy the Savages the ftrideft Juftice is done them 
at all Times. 

The Savages have a contemptible Opinion of all 
Indian Traders, it is therefore neceffary the Officer 
commanding at the Pofts ftiould not Trade but infpeA 
into the Trade, prevent Abufe and bring Offenders to 
that Juftice the Law may require ; by this they will be 
refpefted & belov'd by the Savages & have it in their 
Power to be of great Ufe when the Affiftance of the 
latter may be wanted againft his Majeftys Enemies. 

The Officers at all Pofts which the Savages frequent 
ftiould be enabled to treat Particulars, fuch as Chiefe 
and well affeAed with a little Rum, fome Pipes & 
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Tobacco, with Provifions in cafes of Neceffity ; they 
have been accuftomed to much more by the French & 
expeft it from us, the Expence is a trifle but the Want 
of that may be attended with bad Confequences ; for 
Neagara and all trading Pofts above it twenty Pounds 
fterling except Detroit, which fhould be thirty Pounds 
annually. 

The Goods to be furniflied the Savages fhould be, 
if poflible, as good as thofe they had from the French 
before the reduAion of Canada, fold to them at the 
fame Prices or in that Proportion if not fo good, and 
the fame Prices given for their Skins & Peltry — and 
to enable us to carry on this Trade to more Advan- 
tage & greater Safety than the French did, no Tranf- 
portation to be fufler'd upon the Lakes but in Veflels 
and Government to furnifli & keep up them Veflells, 
the Trader paying Freight for his Goods at the Rate 
of one half what it would coft him if tranfported in 
Boats. This would overpay the Expence of the Vef- 
fells for Trade and thofe neceflfary for the public Service 
and prevent drunken or evil minded Indians killing 
and plundering the Traders, which can not be avoided 
at Times, if the Tranfportation was carry'd on in 
Boats. The Number of Veflells necefliary for the 
Trade can not be fix'd, but by Time, but the fooner 
there are two or three in the Lakes Huron & Michi- 
gan with two in Lake Superior the more pleaflng it 
will be to the Savages, as they will fee no Time is loft 
to put the Trade on an advantagious Footing for them. 
The Execution of this I take to be of great Import- 
ance towards fixing the Inclinations of the Savages in 
our Favor. The Savages fliould not be debar'd Spir- 
itious Liquors ; it is their darling Paflfion, nay they 
love it fo much they will facrifice their all to obtain it 
and will never live in Peace with us without it, but 

ftill 
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ftill the Quantity each Trader fhould be permitted to 
take with him (hould be limited in the Proportion of 
the Goods he takes and might extend to fifteen Pounds 
in Spiritious Li(|uors to every hundred Pounds of 
other Goods, paymg a Duty of two Shillings fterl. per 
Gallon, which they can very well bear from the enor- 
mous Prices they fell it at. 

The Savages are fubtile & the French intr^uing, it 
therefore becomes dangerous to fufFer the former to 
hord up a large Stock of Arms and Ammunition ; but 
this can not be prevented fhould every Trader have it 
in his Power to carry with him what Quantity he may 
judge proper ; upon thefe Confiderations and that the 
rroffits arifing from the Sail & Returns would go a 
great way towards defraying the public Expence for 
the Proteftion of Trade, would it not be befl in the 
Hands of Government under the Care of a CommifTary 
fubieft to the Control of the Commanding Officer of 
each Pofl with InflruAions as to the Quantity to be 
difpofed of annually. The Honor of Government 
will require thefe Articles to be good and the Prices 
fhould be eflablifhed, and 

Here I mufl notice that from the Government of 
Pennfylvania all the Shavanes and Delaware Indians 
are furnifh'd with Rifle Barrel Guns of an excellent 
Kind and that the Upper Nations are getting into them 
fafl by which they will be much lefs dependent upon us 
on account of the great faving of Powder by thofe Guns, 
as it certainly diminifhes the Demand of fuch as have 
them more than Half, and in their way of carrying on 
War by far more prejudicial to us than any other Sort 
of Gun ; would it not be a public Benefit to flop the 
making and vending any more of them throughout the 
Colonys and prevent the Importation of any into the 
Colonies. 

Should 
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Should Government judge it neceflary to take the 
fupplying the Savj^es with Arms and Ammunition 
into their own Hands ; for the upper Lakes a Public 
Magazine will be ncceffary at Detroit under proper 
Officers to receive & fend forward to the other Pofts, 
as likewife to receive the Remittcnces back ; and the 
Commiffary of the Outpofts fhould account annually 
with thofe of Detroit, fubjeA to the Infpedion of the 
Governor or Officer commanding there. 

Should New York be thought a proper Channel for 
the Conveyance up the Country, a Commiflary fhould 
be there and one at Albany ; but if on the contrary 
Canada fhould be thought beft, Quebec & Montreal 
are proper Places for Offices for this Service. 

Of all the Savages upon the Continent, the mofl 
knowing, the mofl intreguing, the lefs ufeful & the 
greateft Villains are thofe mofl converfant with the 
Europeans and deferve the Attention of Government 
moft by way of CorreAion, and thefe are the Six Na- 
tions, Shawanes & Dclawarcs ; they are well acquainted 
with the defencelefs State of the Inhabitants who live 
on the Frontiers and think they will ever have it in 
their Power to diflrefs & Plunder them ; and never 
ceafc raiftng the Jealoufy of the Upper Nations againfl 
us by propagating amongfl them luch Stories as make 
them believe the Englifh have nothing fo much at 
Heart as the Extirpation of all Savages. The appa- 
rent Dclign of the Six Nations is to keep us at War 
with all Savages but themfelves that they may be em- 
ployed as Mediators between us & them at a Continua- 
tion of an Expenfe to the Public too often & too 
heavily felt, the Sweets of which they will never fomet 
nor loofe Sight of if they can poflibly avoid it. That 
of the Shawanes & Delawares is to live on killing, cap- 
tivating and plundering the People inhabiting tne. 
21 Frontiers, 
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Frontiers, long Experience having (hown them they 
grow richer & live better thereby than by hunting wild 
Beafts. 

This Campaign has fully opened the Eyes of the 
Upper Nations of Indians ; they are now fenfible they 
are made ufe of as the Dupes & Tools of thefe deteft- 
ai>le & diabolical Set, the Six Nations, Shawanes & 
Delawares, and it would require but little Addrefs & 
Expence (the Pofts and Trade properly fix'd) to en- 

Ee them to cut them from the Face of the Earth 
d they deferve it) or to keep the Six Nations in 
1 Subjeftion as would put an End to our being any 
longer a kind of Tributary to them ; and their real 
Intereft call upon them to diftroy or drive the Shawanes 
& Delawares out of the Country they now pofTefs on 
account of Hunting; this they know and would foon 
put either in Execution if aflured his Majefty would not 
lufFer any other Savages to live there. Happy will it 
be when Savages can be punifli'd by Savages, tne good 
EfFefts of which the French can tell. That we can 
punifli them is beyond Doubt whenever Wifdom, Se- 
crecy, Difpatch & ^ood Troops in Numbers propor- 
tionate to the Service are employ'd. 

The Pafs of Neagara is or great Importance & will 
always be an Expence to Govern*. The principal 
Part of the Trade, if the Tranfportation is carry'd on 
in Veflells will pafs that way & from its Proximity to 
the Genefeo Indians, a Part of the Six Nations & the 
greateft Savage Enemies we have, it will be difficult if 
not imprafticable for fome Time to come, for private 
Perfons to keep up Boats & Carriage fo well but that 
the Trade will meet with Delays ; it would therefore 
be more fafe & parmanent in the Hands of Govern- 
ment who only can make Tranfportatibn certain and 
by the Traders paying a reafonable Price for the Car- 
riage 
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riage for their Goods, &c., there will be no ftop and 
the public Service carry'd on there without Expence. 

This Campaign upon the Lakes has alfo laid open 
the Hearts of the Six Nations and a black one it will 
appear for us if Gen* Gage has fent the Papers refpeft- 
ing them to his Majeftys Minifters, to which I hope 
he has tack'd the immenfe Expence they have been at 
to Government this Year exclufive of Provifions, 
which is immenfe alfo. It will alfo been feen by them 
Papers that the Upper Nations of Indians know that 
we are fully acquainted with the Tricks the Six Na- 
tions play us and I believe they do expeA to hear that 
that Part of them call'd Genefeo Indians get their de- 
ferts foon. 

The French accuftom'd the Savages of the upper 
Lakes & Rivers to fend Traders with Goods to Wmtcr 
amongft them for which Permit the Trader paid a cer- 
tain Price each Time; I believe the Indians will expeft 
it will be fo again ; (hould Government think proper 
to grant it then the Trader can very well pay thirty 
Pounds fterling for each large Canoe fo permitted, 
which will make a confiderable Sum annually ; the 
Paff to be given at Detroit only to prevent Fraud. 

I am aflur'd by Perfons lately from the Illinois that 
exclufive of the French Garrifons there, the Inhabit- 
ants are 600 fighting Men, have 1000 Negroes well 
accuftom'd to the Ufe of fmall Arms, averfe to our 
taking Poffeffion of the Country & have painted us 
out in fuch Colours to the numerous Savages near 
them that they, the latter, will certainly endeavour to 
prevent the Troops getting there by the Miffiffippi 
even fliould the Indians nearer the Sea allow them to 
pafs, which they think they will not, unlefs well paid 
for it, which will not anfwer what may perhaps be ex- 
peAed. They add, that it is their Opinion alfo, that 

all 



Digitized by 



Google 



156 General Bradftreefs Statement. 

all Attempts to get Poffeffion of the Illinoes with lefs 
than 3000 good Men will fail, and that thofe Troops 
(hould go down the Ohio River & the Expedition 
carry'd on with fuch Secrecy that they may enter the 
Mifliffippi 90 Miles below Fort Charters before the 
Inhabitants can have Intelligence of it & Time to ap- 
prife all the Savages. 

I am convinced the only way to eftablifh ourfelves 
amongft the Savages with Refped & Safety is to begin 
by coming upon them by ways unfrequented, undif- 
covered and with fuch Force as fliall make fuch an 
Impreflfion as (hall be lafting, and if a Body of Troops 
fliould be fent to take Pofleffion of the Illinoes thofe 
Troops (hould vifite all the principal Nations of 
Indians upon the Banks of y^ MiffiflSppi as near 
the Sea as they live and endeavour to enter into an 
Alliance with all they can and purchafe their Aid to 
make War upon thofe that remain ftubborn to bring 
them to Reafon & open a free Paflage up the River, 
The fliorteft way to carry this into Execution is by 
Fort Pitt, provided the Troops are not to come from 
Canada, but if any comes from thence the beft way 
is by Neaffara to Prefque Ifle upon Lake Erie. 

The Colony of Detroit grows faft and the Inhabit- 
ants have great Influence over the Savages ; the re- 
moving them would occafion a general War with the 
Indians, and to leave them as they now are will take a 
great length of Time before they become proper Brit- 
ifh Subjeds ; it is therefore humbly fubmitted if it 
would not be beft to permit 8f encourage Britiih Sub^ 
je6ls to fettle there as the Increafe of the latter would 
be fo great in a few Years that they muft foon become 
one People by Marriages, &c. 

The Spirit for fettling the Kings SubjeAs there Ihew 
itfelf ftiUy by a Memorial of fixty Officers ferving in 

the 
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upper Lakes in this Campaign, praying his Majefty 
would be gracioufly pleaf 'd to permit them to fettle 
639 Farms at their own Expence, with fuch Marks 
of the Kings Royal Favour as his Majefty may think 
proper. 

On receiving General Gages Orders to continue the 
War againft the Shawanes & Delawares I demanded 
the Amftance of his Majeftys new Subjefts, the Otta- 
was, Chepewas, Hurons, Sakes & Potawatames ; four 
Parties immediately went s^inft them. One returned 
with one Scalp which is fumcient for the whole to carry 
on & continue the War unleff prevented by bad Man- 
agement by us. 

Albany, 7th Dec' 1764. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

^ I ^HE Correfpondence of Military Officers and 
-^ others chained with Duties relating to Indian 
Affiiirs, during the Wars of Pontiac, neceflarily 
embodies a large Amount of Information concerning 
the Caufes which led to Hoftilities, the Alarms which 
thofe occafioned, the Meafures that were taken to 
fupprefs them, and the Opinions that were entertained 
as to the Changes ncceffary to prevent their Continu- 
ance or Recurrence. Thefe Letters place before us in 
vivid Colours, the Condition of the Country, tts Re- 
fourccs and its Wants, and narrate, without Ornament, 
the fimple Fa<5ls which their Writers wiflied to com- 
municate. A Portion of thefe Papers are copied from 
the Bradftreet and Amherft Manufcripts, and moft of 
the Remainder from the Manufcripts of Sir William 
Johnfon, in the State Library. In making the SeleAion 
we have avoided as much as poffible including thofe 
ever before printed. 

F. B. H. 
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Letter from Gen. Amherji to Col. Bradjireet. 

[Bradfbect and Amhcrft MSS, p. 132.] 

New York, ii^Jiine, 1763. 
IR: Your Exprefs arrived here laft 
Night and delivered me your Let- 
ter of the 19*^ with thofe Enclofed; 
the Anfwers to which I now tranf- 
• mit you, that you may forward 
them by the firft fafe Opportunity 
that offers. 
You do very right to be prepared 
for pufliing up Provifions to Fort Stanwix, which I 
would have you do tho' I am in Hope we fliall have 
ample Supplys for the Upper Pofts from Fort Wm. 
Auguftus. 

I fend Orders to Captain Wineprefs to march with 
his Company to Fort Ontario, as I now order about 

forty 
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forty Men of the 42d & 77th Regiments, who arc fit 
for Garrifon Duty to Albany, where they will remain 
under the Command of a Captain of the 77*^ Reg' who 
will fucceed Capt. Winneprefs in the Command of the 
Garrifon. There is likewife a Subaltern of the 77th, 
with a Lieut: and three Serjeants of the Independents. 
Major Gladwin writes me of the 14th May, that the 
Detroit was invefted by a large Body of Indians ; 
but that the Garrifon were in high Spirits & he was in 
Hopes of being able to defend the Place untill he re- 
ceived fome Succour from Niagara, & Major Wilkins 
acquaints me he had immediately on the Arrival of the 
Schooner from the Detroit, fent off a Reinforcement 
of fifty Men with a Lieutenant and non-commiffioned 
Officers, which I truft will have arrived in Time to 
fave the Place. 

I well know that you arc always ready, however I 
think it neceflary to acquaint you to be ready for mov- 
ing at a moments Warning, as if the Savages are not 
Juickly reduced I believe I fhall employ you on a 
Command, which, I am certain will be agreeable to 
you. 

I am. Sir, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 



^j,£^ 






Col. Brajlftreet, 

D. Q, M. a 

p. S. Since I wrote the forgoing Mr. Leake has 

delivered 
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deliver'd me a Return of the Provifions, which, by the 
laft Returns, were at Fort Wm. Auguftus, Ofwego & 
Niagara, &c,, of which I enclofe you a Copy, whereby 
you will fee, that the Quantities at thefe Pofts are very 
confiderable, J. A. 

With Major Duncan's Letter I received one from 
Major Wilkins to Captain Dalyell, which miffed him 
by the Way, of the 3d Inftant : Nothing new then at 
Niagara ; but one of the Men that were miffing, found, 
as I feared, dead & Jcalpedy near the Fort above the 
Falls. 

Altho* none of the Letters require Anfwers at pre- 
fent, I think it beft to order the Poll to return ; and 
I have direfted Mr. Colden to order the Rider, to 
make more hafte than they have lately done and to be 
more ready to fet out from Albany, as the Service may 
require them, without waiting for any fixed Time. 

Before I received your Letter I had apply'd to the 
Lt. Governor (finding that my Endeavors to accom- 
modate Matters with the Perfons employed by the 
Elders & Deacons had no EfiFedt, altho' I had (poke 
particularly to the Chief Juftice for that Purpofe) to 
give the neceflary Direftions to the Attorney-General, 
not only to defend your Suit, but to profecute the 
Corporation of Albany, for pulling down his Majeftys 
Fence, &c, 

I am. Sir, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

Jeff. Amherst. 
Col, Braadftrect, 

D. Q. M. G. Albany. P. S, 

P. S. I this Moment receive a Petition from one 
Crifi), which I enclofe that you may be fo good to give 
an Anfwer. I imagine that his Claim is not juft or it 
would have been paid. J. A, 

New 
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New York, ao*** July, 1763. 
Sir: 

THE Poft came in laft Night with your Letter of 
the 15th Inftant, and brought me likewifc Let- 
ters from Major Duncan & Captain Loring, advifing 
me of the latters Arrival at Fort Ontario, on the 5th, 
with the Sailors, and that he had fitted out the Johnfon 
Snow, ready to proceed to Fort Wm. Auguftus for 
Provifions. Himfelf & the reft of the Seamen were to 
(ail in the Schooner to Niagara. 

The Same to the Same. 

[Bradftrect and Amhcrft MSS., p. 134.] 

New York, 7^ Auguft, 1763. 
Sir: 

LAST Night I received your Letter of the ift In- 
ftant. 

You did very right to furnifh Sir William Johnfon 
with what Provifions he required, for the Ufe of the 
Indians. 

I have no Objefton to your fending two Or three 
Oxen, at a Time, to Fort Stanwix, for the Ufe of that 
Garrifon, as you fay you can fupply them cheaper than 
they can be got from New England. Lt. Colonel 
Campbell muft take Care that there is a particular 
Account kept of what is ifllied, according to Orders, 
as there is no Commiflary from the Crown at that 
Poft, the Contraftors Commiflary will be only to be 
paid for the Flour ; unlefs you (ell the Cattle to the 
Contractors. 

The 
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The Daftardly Behaviour of the Batteau Men is 
particularly unlucky at this Time ; for I have been 
impatiently waiting to hear of the Arrival of the En- 

fineers Stores at Ofwego : I hope when you fent them 
ack, they have proceeded with all imaginable Expedi- 
tion. 

I am, Sir, 

Ypur moft obedient Servant, 

Jeff. Amherst. 
Col. Bradftreet, 



The Same to the Same. 

[Bradflreet and Amherft MSS.» p. 135,] 

New York, 18^ Septbr, 1763. 
Sir: 

I AM to own your Letter of the 12th Inftant and I 
approve of your having fupplyed Sir William 
Johnfon the Provifions you mention as he expefted to 
have a Conference at his Houfe with the Six Nation 
Indians. 

Any Bedding that may be wanted hereafter for the 
Garrilons I can fupply from hence, as. there is a great 
Quantity now in Store, which came from Martinique 
and the Havana^ but what you have forwarded to Of- 
wego, will be fo much the nearer for being fent to the 
Detroit, &c. 

I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

Jeff. Amherst. 
Col. Bradftreet, 
D. Q. M. G. 
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The Same to the Same. 

[Brtdftrcct tnd Amhcrft MSS., p. 136.] 

New York, 24^ September, 1^62* 
Sir: 

I AM to own Your Letter of the loth Inftant; I 
have not yet come to the Determination with re- 
fird to the fmall Pofts on the Communication to 
ort George : I can keep one Man only in each of 
them, which I will contrive to do, to continue the 
Poffeffion ; but you may fend a Proportion of Candles 
for the Garrifons of Crown Point, Ticonderoga, Fort 
George & Fort Edward ; the three laft will have one 
Company in each ; and there will be four Companys 
at Crown Point. 

I enclofe you a Copy of Publick Orders, which have 
been given here, & which I fend now to all the Pofts, 
for making Stoppages to all the Provifions that may 
be iflued to the Troops, in purfuance of Diredions I 
have received from the Lords of the Treafury : It has 
already taken place in Canada, and I have ordered the 
Stoppages to commence at Albany, the Dependent 
Pofts & the Communication to Fort George inclu- 
fively on the ift Oftober, for Crown Point & Ticon- 
deroga are to be garrifoned by Troops from Canada, 
The Orders are to be made publick at all the other 
Pofts; but I have thought proper to continue an 
Allowance to the Troops at Fort Stanwix & the de- 
pendent Pofts & to the feveral Garrifons above, as I 
think it would be hard to put them to Stoppages until 
the Indian War^ is entirely quelled & that they are on 
the fame Footing- with the other Troops : This 
Re&rulation does not afFeft the Provincials who muft 
^ be 
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be fubfifted, as ufual, untill the Service will permit 
them to be fent to their refpeftive Homes. 

I enclofe you a Packett addreffed to Lt. Colonel 
Elliott, containing Difpatches for Canada, which you 
will forward by one of your People, on purpofe, to 
Crown Point; fending at the fame Time the Letters 
to the commanding Officers at Fort Edward & Fort 
George. When the Companys from Canada arrive at 
Crown Point & Ticonderoga, Lt. Colonel Elliott, 
with the Men of the 55th (Leaving compleat Compa- 
nys at Fort George & Fort Edward), will move down 
to Albany, where he will remain till further Orders. 
I am. Sir, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

Jeff. Amherst. 
Colonel Bradftreet, 

D. Q. M. G., Albany. 



a he Same to the Same. 

New York, a8 Septb., 1763. 
Sir: 

A VESSEL having arrived here with the Cloath- 
ing for the feveral Reg" in this Country, I am 
fending that for the Corps above as fail as poffible to 
Albany, that no Time may be loft in forwarding it be- 
fore the Winter fets in. One Sloop is already loaded 
& will fail to morrow Morning : Enfign Crolthwaite, 
who is going to Albany, has the Care of the Cloath- 
ing in her & will deliver you the Bill of Lading ; fo 
that you will order the Cloathing to be landed & put 
into the Store at Albany, fending the enclofed Letter 
to Fort Stanwix & Crown Point, as I have direfted 
the Commanding Officers at thofe Pofts to fend Qr. 
23 Mafters 
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Mailers & proper Party s to conduA the Cloathing to 
their refpeftive Pofts ; the 17th, 46th & 80th to Fort 
Stanwix ; from whence the two former will be for- 
warded to Ofwego, for which I write to Major Duncan; 
and from thence to Niagara, &c., and the Cloathing for 
the other Corps muft be fent with the Party that comes 
from Crown Point. Two other Sloops will take the 
Whole from hence; and you will pay the Hire at the 
ufual Rate & according to what you may think juft & 
reafonable. Swits's Sloop, which fails to-morrow, has 
got many other Things, I am told, on board ; fo that 
he ought to be paid accordingly ; and I (hall tranfmit 
you Bills of Lading of the others when they are loaded. 
I am. Sir, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

Jeff. Amhbrst. 
Colonel Bradftreet, 
D. Q. M. G. Albany. 



Letter from Alexander Duncan to Sir Wm. yohnfon. 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, vii.] 

Fort Ontario, ift Oftob., 1763. 
Sir: 

A FEW Days ago I was fevored with your Letter 
of the 17th ultimo and vefterday that of the 26th 
reached my Hands. 

I have forwarded your Letter to Major MoncriefF, 
from whom I have received a Letter dated 26th ultimo 
at Niagara in which he informs, that they were then 
prepanng to fet out for Detroit, but that they were 
obliged to carry the Provifions over the Portage on 
Men's Shoulders and that it would be the 5th or 6th 

Oftober 
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Odober before they would be able to fed out. I have 
fent fixteen Oxen which are with them before now, 
there is likewife a Reinforcement of 260 Men that I 
reckon have got to Niagara this Day, thefe I hope 
will enable Major Wilkins to fed out fooner and 
ftronger than he expefted; the whole are under his 
Command I imagine will exceed 600 Men, they go in 
Battoes & carry lo much Provifions as they can. 

You will no doubt have beared that the Savages at- 
tacked the Schooner going up the River to Detroit on 
the 3d ultimo, the Matter or the Veffel & one Seaman 
were killed & three others wounded, but the Savages 
were beat off; they had once got upon the Bowfprit 
and have hacked and cut the Veflel a great dale on the 
Bows & under the Stern ; there was only twelve Men 
on board the Schooner at the beginning of the Affair, 
three of whom were fick. The Indians acknowledge 
to have left eight Men & many wounded & by fome 
of their Canoes overfetting have loft fixty Stand of 
Arms. 

Several Canoes have lately arrived here from Canada 
with Paflports (to go to Detroit with Ammunition & 
Indian Goods) from General Gage ; I have taken the 
Pafles from the Traders & fecured the Ammunition & 
Goods in the Fort. The People in thefe Canoes in- 
form me that feveral Traders have got Paflports to go 
up Grand Riviere and that one Canoe is gone to 
Toronto. I have informed Lt. Col. Browning of the 
latter, that he may fend a Party & bring away the 
Traders from Toronto. Here follows a Copy of the 
Preamble to one of thefe Paflports. 

" By the Hon**^« Genl. Gage, &c., &c. Whereas 
" MefTrs. Wells & Wade have reprefented to me, that 
" it is probable that the Savages are difperfed from 
" about Detroit, and therefore demand Permiflion to 

fend 
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^^ fend a Canoe there under fuch R^ulations as I (hall 
" think neceflary to be given/* 

It is not eaiy to account for Mr. Gages ConduA on 
this Occafion, but I have fend Copys of aJl the Paflports 
that have fallen into my Hands to Sir Jeffrey Amherft, 
let thofe two Gentlemen fettle that Aflfair. Six Canoes 
came here five of which were loaded, the other had put 
their Loading on board the Sloop at Fort William 
Auguftus and they have no lefs than 75 Barrels of 
Gunpowder befides, &c. ^ 

Every thing continues quiet here* 
I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 



if^ 




To Sir William Johnfon. 

Letter from General Amherft to Colonel Bradftreet. 

New York, ift Odober, 1763. 
Sir : 

AS the lafl Sloop with the Cloathing is not yet 
failed I take the Opportunity of fending this by 
her (as fhe may reach Albany before the Poft) to ac- 
knowledge your Letters of the 25th & 26th Septem- 
ber by Captain Sowers ; and to approve entirely of your 
Readinefs in forwardine the Oxen, Carts, &c. for 
Niagara : Your getting me TyerSy &c. made at Albany 
has Tikewife my Approbation ; and as they muft be in 
want of Provender for the Cattle during the Winter, 
they not having had an Opportunity to make any Hay, 
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I fhould be glad you could forward to Niagara a Suffi- 
ciency of Corn, which you tell me you can do. 

In a late Letter to Lt. Colonel Elliot I direded him 
to fend down the Remainder of the Detachment of the 
17th Regiment, immediately on the Arrival of the 
Companys from Montreal, which I conclude he will 
have done ; and that Captain Morris will have pro- 
ceeded to Fort Stanwix ; but fhould Captain Morris 
with that Detachment be at Albany on Receipt hereof 
or arrive afterwards you will acquaint him that it is my 
Orders he proceeds, without Delay, to Fort Stanwix ; 
as Lt. Colonel Campbell has at Prefent rather too thin 
a Garrifon ; efpecially as, from the Accounts I have 
received of the late Affair on the Carrying Place at 
Niagara, there is Reafon to fufpe& that the Body of 
Savages who cut off" our Convoy were moftly Senecas. 
I hope the other Five Nations are not privy to this 
Affair ; altho' it is hard to (ay who are our Friends or 
Foes. The whole Race of ^vages feem to be, more 
or lefs, concerned in this treacherous Infurreftion. 
I am. Sir, 
Your moft obedient Servant, 

Jeff, Amherst. 
Colonel Bradftreet, 

D. Q. M. G. 



Letter from Capt. Daniel Claus to Sir Wm. yohnfon. 

Montreal, ift Oftob., 1763. 
Hon. Sir : 

I HOPE mine of the 23d ultimo, by Capt. Brown, 
came fafe to Hand, iince which I had a Deputation 
fix)m the Miflifage^s living about Toronto; their 
Meflage coniifted of a large String and a Belt of about 

2000 
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2000 Wampum, by the former they exprefled their 
great Concern on acd of the prcfent unhappy Difturb- 
ances about Detroit, &c., and that they abhorred and 
detefted it and therefore had (ince the Beginning kept 
out of the way in the Environs of Cataracqui, that at 
the fame Time they were thereby reduced to the great- 
eft Diftrefs for want of their Neceffaries being brought 
among them, and therefore requefted & implored the 
General to let y* Trader La Farge alias Tawaniawe the 
Swegachie interpreter, who ufed to fupply them here- 
tofore with Neceffaries come to their Village this Seafon 
that they might not be prevented from this Winters 

Hunt for want of Ammunition, &c. the Belt. 

Genl. Gage without Hefitation replied them that as 
to their Profeffions he could or would not fo far doubt 
them, tho* he was fure of fome Canoes having been 
purfued by Miffifagey Ind* and when overtaken & 
found they were French were told that they took to 
be Erfiglifh whom they lay in wait for. However be 
that as it would he fhould not give them an Anfwer 
upon their Meffage, that if they wanted to exculpate 
themfelves they muft addrefs themfelves to you as 
the principal Perfon of their Affairs who only had the 
Power from the King to hear & fettle fuch Matters & 
as to fending a Perfon to trade among them he would 
never agree to it, neither was it in his Power, and fo 
fent them away. They were 3 in Number and had 
with them a Pany who deferted from hence when this 
Place was taken and being found out by his Matter 
was taken from them by him upon the Gen^ Order 
and put into the Provotts. A Frenchman that came 
from Niagara this Sumer informed the General that he 
was purfued by f^ Pany and coming up to him with 
his Knife in his Hand told him that if he was an Eng- 
lifhman would loofe his Life. 

I 
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I afterward exarain'd the Frenchman, whether any 
of thefe Ind* were in Company with the Pany but he 
was fure they were not. 

I then (poke to them in my Room, and made them 
as much fenfible as I could of the heinous Behaviour 
of thofe Nations that occafioned the prefent Difturb- 
ances, and that they muft attribute every Inconven- 
iency they now labored under to them only, and endure 
it till fuch a Time as proper Satiifadion was given for 
their vile & inconfiderate Aftions, etc. 

I had their Arms mended for them and gave them 
a little Ammunition, Tobacco & Rum and difmifled 
them, tho' they expefted fome Cloathing, being in a 
Manner naked ; I alfo gave them a Paffport to go 
your way in cafe their Nation would fend them. 

I impatiently wait for the Return of the Caghnawa- 
geys as well on account of knowing the Determination 
of the 6 Nations who I hear had a numerous Con- 
grefs at your Houfe, as my Deftination for the enfuing 
Winter. 

This goes by Maj' Abercrombie who I hear is to be 
one Genl. Amnerft's Family. 

I am, with the greateft RefpeA and Compliments to 
the Family, 

Hon. Sir, 

Your moft dutyfuU 

and obedient^Serv. 




To the Hon"* Sir William Johnfon, Bart. 
I beg leave to trouble you with the enclofure. 

Letter 
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Letter from Maj. Robert Rogers to Sir Wm. Johnjon. 

Detroit, October 7th, 1763. 
Sir: 

MAJOR Gladwin has told me that he will enclofe 
you all the Proceedings at this Place fince the 
Date of my laft Letter, as alfo every particular Ac- 
count concerning the Indian War, the firft beginning, 
&c. 

For thefe Reafons and as I think it would come more 
correft from him than from me, I defer mentioning 
any other Particulars relative, to our Condition at this 
Place. 

McCormick will deliver you this Letter, he has a 
Bill on Col. Croghan. I fhould be obliged to you if 
you would gett him the Money, for it would ferve 
me greatly to make my Payments fpeedily. 

Aaron the Mohawk Indian came into the Fort this 
Day, Daniel and Jacob is alfo in this Garrifbn but I 
have not any Intelligence from them but what Major 
Gladwin will communicate, tho' I foon (hall & fome 
that they tell me & no man fhall at this Place know 
but myfelf, but you fhall have it in full from me, 
and one of the Indians vou fent up will convey the 
faid Account, the other four is now m Sandufky where 
there is a grand Council, but will return in a day or 
two ; the Schooner fails direftly, therefore I can not 
fend to you their private Information, but furely will 
do it by themfelves the firfl Opportunity. 

There is about one thoufand Indians in this Settle- 
ment at prefent waiting for fome Troops that is coming 
up ; I wifh they may not get a Flogging. 

I beg you'll be fo kind as to inform Mrs. Rogers if 
there is any likelyhood of my coming down this Fall, 

for 
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for my Part I know nothing of the Difpofition for 
this Place at prefent, neither does Major Gladwin. 



I am Sir, Your moft obed' 

Humble Servant, 




To Sir William Johnfon, 



T^he Same to the Same. 

Detroit, Oftob. 7th, 1763. 
Sir: 

SINCE I wrote my Letter, Aaron the Mohawk has 
come in and tells me that he was in the Council 
yefterday and that all the Nations here he fays the 
Indian War begun through the Five Nations and that 
fince the Belt came here that Aaron fays he told you 
was brought by one Indian laft Fall, that a fecond 
Belt came laft March and told the Indians to begin, 
and with that a Tomahawk was delivered and the In- 
dians that brought this Belt from the Five Nations 
told and aflur'd the Indians that they would begin at 
the Time the Corn was planted. The five Nations 
was to ftrike from Niagara to Schenedlady and the 
Taways and other Nations to take the upper Pofts on 
the Lakes, that the Senecas and Cahugees were the 
People that fent this Meffage and further told them 
that they would meet them at the Windotes town early 
this Spring. 

24 Aaron 
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Atron tells me that the Hurons were oblised to 
ftrike the EnsHih as they were threatened by the 
Toways and otner Nations and that the Toways now 
tells the Hurons if they attempt to make Peace with- 
out their Confent or Advice tney will dirc6Uy dcftroy 
them, and that if they attempt to come to the Fort 
they will be confidered by them as Englifhmen. 

Aaron fays that they have fcen our Troops that are 
coming from Niagara at the Long Point on the north 
Shore, and that all the Savages here are determined to 
attack them at Point a Plee. 

Aaron fays he will lett you know further foon and 
what he has told you now you may depend upon is 
true, that the Hurons defire that you may know that the 
Taways and other Nations on the Lake are now their 
Mailers, their Numbers being fo fmall they can't help 
themfelves, they arc coingto the Huron River about 
thirty Miles frow tnis F'ort, where they intend to 
winter, and the. Taways are refolv'd to winter at 
Miame River> the other four Indians that cam£ up 
with Aaron are gone to Sanduiky. 
I a«n„ Siir> 

Your moft humble Servant, 

Robert Rqokrs. 

Endorfed. Wrote to Jn Glen^, Efqr. for 15 Barrels 
Pork & Flour in PKMportion, 5 to be feat to Clieny 
Valley, 5 to Conradt Franks^ 5 to Caghnawagey. 

Memorandum. 10 Pr Stroud^^ 6 do. Aurora, 6 do^ 
Blankets, 540 Shirts; la ps Stocking Stufi^ 108 lb, 
Vermillion^ 719 lb. Verdigreafe, 100 Pipe watches, 8 
Groce of Knives, 20 Yds Ribbon, 6 ps> Silk, bandker- 
duefe, ir groce: Ring^ \o lbs Beeds^ 
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Letter from Sir William Joknfon to Colonel Eyre. 

Johnson Hall, Odbr 13th, 1763. 
DsAK Sir : 

I AM to thank yoa for your Favor of the 3d Inft.^ 
altho' the Want of the Pockety as you obfcrved, muft 
preTcnt your having any material News. I moft 
neartily mfh whenever it arrives it may bring the News- 
of their being perfediy acquainted in England with 
the Commencement of our Indian War, as wkhout 
diat they will be unable to take any proper Meafures^ 
& the firft News which was fent Home in Junc-poffi*' 
bly did not appear very interefting. 

About 2 Days ago I had an Adcount thac a con^ 
fiderable Body of Indians are aflembling at the Suf- 
quehana with Defiga to deftroy this Country from 
Schenedady upwards, or elfe to fall upon Efopus 01^ 
Shamokin, &c. Both the former I look upon to be 
in their Power & therefore believe it is probable they 
will put one of them in Execution ;^ for my part I 
can not fee what will prevent their Succefs, as you 
know the Nature of the Country People fufficiently to 
fuppofe they can not be kept in a Body for any Time, 
but muil follow their (everal Occupations, 10 that I 
have only to rely on the Hopes of lome previous In- 
tellisence & on the prefent favorable Difpofition of all 
the Nations (except Senecas) many of whom are ready 
and defirous to join our Troops, but how long they 
may continue in this Difpofition is uncertain, as the 
great Succefs of our Enemys & the fmall Oppofition 
they have hitherto met with renders our Friends very 
apprehenfive of their Refentment from their daily 
Threats and may ocxafion their Defed"*, specially ais 
wciare not able to give, any neceflary Succour which 

might 
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might enable them to withftand our Enemins. I have 
from feveral Hands the Particulars of our unlucky 
Affair at Niagara by which it appears that our Troops 
were attacked in fuch a difadvant^ous Situation that 
they were hurried down the fteep Cliffs near La Platon 
unable to make any Refiftance & moft of them per- 
iihed, many of them were found flicking in the Forks 
of Trees ; the Senecas of Chenefeo (who were the Prin- 
cipals in this Affair) have not brought in any Scalps, 
with only one Man wounded on their Side. This is 
particularly unlucky at this Time and I fear will be 
followed by more fuch blows if the greatefl Care be 
not taken. 

I fhall expe(% when any thing occurs that you will 
let me have the Pleafure of hearing from you, as 
I am, 
with Sincerity, &c. 
Col. Eyre. 



Letter from Sir Win. "Johnfon to Lieut. Gov. Colden. 

Johnson Hall, OAob. 13th, 1763. 
Dear Sir : 

I HAVE jufl received an Account, that a confider- 
able Body of Indians from towards the Ohio & the 
Seneca Country are afTembling on the Sufquehanna 
and that they are deflined to fall either on Shamokin, 
Efopus, or to deflroy the Mohawk River Settlements 
from ScheneAadv upwards, the firfl of thefe Places is 
capable of making a Defence, but I can fee little to 
prevent their Succefs againfl the two latter, particularly 
in thefe Parts from the fad State of the Militia and 
the great Want of Ammunition, &c. 

I nave acquainted Col. Hardenbergh of the Danger 

of 
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of the Settlement of Efopus and as I have no doubt 
that one of thefe Deiigns will be put in immediate 
Execution, muft beg the Favour of hearing from you 
thereon as alfo of your Anfwer to mine of the loth of 
Aug. laft concerning the Vacancies & Additions necef- 
fary for this Regiment. 

In the mean Time I fhall take every effedual 
Meafure for the obtaining the neceffary Intelligence 
on which the Safety of this important Frontier muft 
chiefly depend, and on Warning of the Enemy's Ap- 
proach fhall make the beft Difpofition the Nature of 
the Country will admit of. 

The many Succefles of our Enemies, together with 
their large Number, may prove of dangerous Confe- 
Quence by influencing our Friends to joyn them thro* 
fear of their Power, Vicinity & Refentment, efpecially 
as we are not able to aflFord them the Afliftance whicn 
Allies fhould require, but I fhall continue to ufe all 
my Endeavors to prevent a Defeftion, which as Mat- 
ters now fland muft prove the Deftruftion of this 
Country as well as to cut oflF fo efTential a Communi- 
cation to the Lakes. 

I hope to have the Pleafure of your Anfwer and 
I am with great fincerity 

& Efteem, &c. 
Lt. Governor Colden. 



Letter from Gen. Amherji to Lieut. Gov. Colden. 

New York, 15th Oftober, 1763. 
Sir: 

IN a Letter I have this Moment received from Sir 
William Johnfon of the 6th Inflant, among other 
Intelligence concerning the bad Intentions of the In- 
dians 
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<iUn% he fays he has learnt, ^^ that the Seneca$ & Dc* 
M l^wares were i^w daily marching to Kaghraandote on 
*'* the Sufquehana, a Place appointed for their Ren- 
^^ dezvous ; that when all were aifembled their Leader^ 
^^ ^j^hquoandopcy would then agree to fall on one of 
^^ the following Places, namely, Shamokin, Eibpus or 
*i* Cherry Valley; and the Mohawk Riyer from Sche- 
" neAady upwards." I therefore think it highly ne- 
ceflary to giv^ you this Notice, that you may take 
prop^ Steps for putting the Militia on their Guard a^. 
i.t is abfolutely impoflible for me to fpare one Man fromr 
the Pofts above ; for I have pufl^ed on every Man I. 
Qould fpare to Niagara & the Detroit ; and you know 
I have none below. Sir William Johnfbn, I doubt 
not, will take ev^ry Precaution in his Power for pro^ 
te^^ the Settlements on the Mohawk River, ^ut; 
t;he Inhabitants everywhere on the Frontiers can^ not 
bp too much, on their Guard $c indeed the only thing 
they have to do i^ to be unanimous in repelling by 
Force any Attemps that may be made by the Savage^. 
I ^m, with great Regard, 

Sir, Your moft obedient^^ 

fumble Servant, 

Jeff^ Amherst. 
Hon^^ Lt. Governor- Cpldi^n*. 



Letter from David Vanderheyden to Sir Wm. Johnfon. 

Sir: 

I AM this Moment informed by- Robert Laniingh, 
who came laft Night from the Groote Imbogt^ that 
one Dirk Ehl at that Place had rec*d a Letter from a 

^ The Groote Imhogt (or Great juft below the Mouth of the Cats^ 
Bend) was on the Hudibn River, kill Qreek, on the weftSide> 

Kinfman 
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Kinfiti^n, living fomewherci on t)elaware River, in- 
fofming him that about 60 Families were deftroy'd 
thereabout. 

I fear that the Indians that have now been to N. 
York with Sam^ Pruyn are Spy's, tho* they behaved 
very complifant & civil to me & my Houfe : my Ne- 
gro Wench tells me this Morning, that the youngeft 
of them, who talks the beft Englifh, had told her Huf- 
band, Cipt. Steph^ Schtiylet-'s Negro, that the Indians 
were all join'd, & that they did not fear the great 
Guns but enjon'd him to keep it Secret as the Negros 
would be in no Danger. And by fome Trader^ I ani 
inform'd that he is the feme that caufed a Difturbanc* 
at Ofwego & Niagara laft Sprihg a Year. 

I communicate thefe out of Zeal for the Service and 
am with tmfeigii'd Regard, 

Sir, your Honor's 

mort: obedient humble Servant. 



/ 



Afbany, the l$th Oftober, i^S^, a % A. M.' 
To the Hon^i^ Sir WilliaiW jofeAfon, Btv 
at Johnfon Hall. 



Letter from F. Decouagne to Sir William John/on. 

Niagara, Oftob. 22d, 1763. 
Honorable Sir : 

IN your laft you defired to know whether Daniel & 
the reft of the Indians was gone to Detroit, the 
former has been up with two Parties & has the Char- 
after of a good Man from every one, but moft People 

give 
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five an indifferent Ace* of Aron. There has been no 
ndians here ; the Traders at this Poft are all Suttlers. 
Major Wilkins is gone with the laft Partie & has taken 
with him all the Belts and Bands Wampham to the 
Wapagamat Indians. I dont learn by any Accounts 
that the f'd Indians have done any Milchief at prefeht. 
I have no more to relate at this Jundure than have 
fent enclofed Mr. Stedmans Ace* of what happened the 
19th & 20th Inft., the f 'd Perfon being prefent at the 
whole AflFair. 

I have an Intention to go as I think wou'd be pro- 
per amongft fome of the Wapagamats to get Intelli- 
fence but believe it will be very dangerous, therefore 
eg your Inftruftions by the firft Opportunity. 
I am, Sir, 

Your moft Obed* Hum^ Serv* 



^16 




Sir : 

I have further to inform you that all the Canadians 
who have Paffes from General Gage to Trade are 
ftopp*d at the different Pofts. 

To the Hon. Sir William Johnfon, Bt., 
at Johnfon Hall. 
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Letter from General Amherjl to Colonel Bradjlreet. 

[Bradfbreet and Amherft MSS., p. 141.] 

New York, 29th Odkober, 1763. 
Sir: 

I ARRIVED here on Thurfday Morning and gave 
immediate Orders for getting ready the Iron Work 
for the Schooners that are intended to be built for the 
Service of Lake Erie, &c. A fufficiency for one of 60 
Tons, with the Rigging will be fent on Saturday next, 
& Preparation fhall be made for two more & fent up 
as faft as poffible. I need not defire you to forward 
the whole in the beft Manner you can. 

This will be delivered to you by Bogardus in whofe 
Sloop Mr. Napier has ihipt the Bedding as per the 
enclofed Invoice & Receipt, and you will pleafe to 
receive the Whole and order them to be fafely ftored to 
be ready for fupplying any of the Pofts above : Tho' 
fome of them have been ufed, Mr. Napier afTures me 
they are as clean, iweet and good as if they had not 
been uied. As Mr. Napier is accomp table for this 
Bedding, it will be neceflary that you fend him a pro- 
per Receipt for them* 

Lt. Colonel Campbell writes me, that the Bridges 
on the Communication between Fort Stanwix & the 
Flatts^ were broke down by the Oxen that were lately 
fent up ; and that if they are not repaired before the 
Winter, the Roads will be impaflable for Sledges : I 
have wrote to Sir William Johnfon on this Head & 
requefted him to endeavor to get the Inhabitants to 
effeft this ufefuU Service ; but if you can anyways lend 
a. helping Hand it will be fq nmch the better, for I 

^ German Flats. 

25 fear 
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fear we can not depend much on what the Country 
People will do, without they are preflcd to do it. 
I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient Servant. 

Jeff. Amherst, 
Colonel Bradftreet, 
D. Q. M. G, 



The Same to the Same^ 

New York, 30th Oftober, 1763. 
Sir: 

IN all Probability the Sloop with the Beding will be 
at Albany before the Poft reaches you. I however 
enclofe you a Duplicate of my Letter that went by her 
& I likewife tranimit you a Lift of the Ironworks that 
are getting ready for the Schooner, and which with the 
Rigging, will, I hope be embarked from hence on 
Saturday next. 

I enclofe a Packett addreflfed to Governor Burton at 
Montreal, which you will pleafe to forward by the firft 
fafe Opportunity; and likewife a Letter for Major 
General Gage which you will keep until he arrives at 
Albany, where you will foon fee him, as I imajdne he 
is on the Route by this Time & it might mift him, 
were you to fend it on. 

On my Arrival here, I applyed to the Lt. Governor 
regarding the ruinous Condition of the Fort at Albany 
& reprelented to him how neceflary it was to have it 
repaired in Time, as 'tis Shamefull to fee it : he has 
promifed to make Aj^lication to his AflTembly for that 
rurpofe ; but as the Fort is going in the mean Time 
to Ruin & that we may always want to keep a few 
Men there, I would have you order the Mafonry or 

the 
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the Parapets to be repaired, if it can be done at a fmall 
Expence, as it will be too late before the Affembly will 
determine. The Coping them with wood, as the north 
Curtain is & the Work m the Infide of the Fort, may 
be done later in the Seafon, & I hope will be done at 
the Expence of the. Province. 
I am. Sir, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

Jeff. Amherst. 
Col. Bradftreet, 
D. Q. M. G. 



The Same to the Same. 

New York, ift November, 1763. 
Sir: 

THIS will be delivered to you by Lieut. Godwin, 
whom I fend to Albany, with a non-commif- 
fioned Officer & three Men of the Royal Artillery, 
which are all that I can fpare from hence, & I think 
they may be ufefuU in forwarding any Artillery Stores 
that may be fent to the upper rofts, or giving their 
Affiftance to other Services at Albany, and I write to 
Lt. Colonel Elliot accordingly. 

To avoid any Difputes about Quarters, I would 
have you provide Lieut. Goodwin with a Room in 
the Hofpital. 

I have this Moment received your Letter of the 
26th OAober, and with it I have one from Major 
Gladwin of the yth Oftober. Every thing as well as 
we could expeft at the Detroit : Moncrieffe, with the 
Reinforcements, juft fetting off* on Lake Erie the 14th 
and I hope they will arrive in Time to give the Bar- 
barians 
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barians a Check before the Winter fets in, tho' it is 
too late to expeA much. 

I have applyed to the Provinces of New York & 
Jerfey, for two thouiand Men, to be raifed early in the 
Spring, 1400 from New York & 600 from the Jerfeys. 
Five Company s of the former, of 6p Men each, to be 
raifed immediately for the Proteftion of the Commu- 
nication between Albany & Ofw^o. How far my 
Reaueft will be granted I know not ; but I ftiall ac- 

?uaint you, as foon as I receive the Governors Anfwer. 
n the meantime I would have you make the neceflary 
Preparations for the new Boats, fhould the one you 
are building anfwer, of which you will be the beft 
Judge, and you muft be fure of your Succefs. 

I may now acquaint you that His Majefty having 
been gracioufly pleafed to give me Permiffion to return 
to England, Nlajor General Gages, with whom I am 
to leave the Command of the Troops & who will foon 
be at Albany on his way hither, will have full Direc- 
tions concerning the future Operations ; and you may 
confult with him regarding the new Boats, as well as 
the Preparations for the other Matters ; for by the 
Time he arrives here I (hall be able to judge of what 
Affiftance may be expeded from the Provinces and we 
mufl prepare accordingly. I have ordered two light 
Six Pounders to Albany. 
I am, Sir, 

Your mofl obedient Servant, 

Jeff. Amhskst. 
Colonel Bradftrcet, 
D. Q. M, G., Albany. 

Extrad 
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ExtraB of a Letter from William Edgar at Detroit 
to Sir William Johnfon. 

Novb. I ft, 1763. 

I HAVE lately received a Letter from Hombach 
which came by an Officer from lUenois, who 
brought a Belt & Letter to the Savages, with the 
Account of the Peace, between England and France, 
which neither the Savages nor the French here be- 
lieved till now. In Confequence of which, our moft 
implacable Enemys, the Ottawas (who were the only 
Nation here difpofed for continuing the War, all 
the reft having begged forgivenefe for what they have 
done, of our worthy Commandant) are now, with 
the others, fuing for reace, in the moft abjeA Manner. 
Mr. Prentice is very well at Sanduiky, as is Mr. Win- 
fton, at Sl Jofephs, and from the prefent Difpofition 
of the Savages, I apprehend they will foon bring them 
in. 



Letter from Sir William Johnfon to the Authorities 
at German Flats. 

Novbr 3d, 1763. 
Gentlemn : 

AS I underftand that fome Chenopfco^ Indians 
(who are now our Enemies) make a Praftice of 
coming to the German Flatts to purchafe Powder & 
other Things w^ you know is not allowed, befides, 
when there, they have an Opportunity of making their 
Remarks & feeing our Strength, you ftiould in order 

1 Gcncfcc. 

to 
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to prevent y« like for the Future, take up all fuch as 
you find of that Nation & fend them JPrifoners to 
Albany under a good Guard, firft being certain that 
they are our Enemies — not doubting but that y' own 
Prudence will lead you both to do every thing of that 
Kind with Propriety & Difcretion. I need add no 
more. 

Letter to Juftices Frank & Harkemer to apprehend 
any Chenupfcos who may come to the Flatts. 



Letter from Volkert P. Douw to Sir JVm. yohnfoiu 

Albany, Novemb. 3d, 1763. 
Sir: 

I THOUGHT it not improper at this Time to ac- 
quaint you as being Commiflioner of Indian Afi^irs 
that laft Night arrived here three Tennefie Indians 
diredly from there Caftle as they fay ; they alfo fay 
they waited on you as they paued in there way to 
Albany of which I doubt much ; they have a fmall 
Quantity of Beaver with them but no Perfon chufes to 
Trade with them without Liberty. I am at a lofs how 
to ad with regard to thofe Indians and ihould be glad 
of your Direction therein by the Return of the Bearer. 
I am. Sir, 

Your moft Hum^ Servant, 

To Sir William Jonfon, Barnit. 

Orders 
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Orders ijfued by Captain Guy John/on to the Garri- 
Jon at ScheneSlady. 

Orders. 

AS the Safety and Proteftion of Scheneftady depends 
in a great Meafure on the keep of a good uuard 
in the Town, it is Sir Wm. Johnfons Orders that the 
Commanding Officer of the fecond Bataillon of Mili- 
tia for the County of Albany do immediately appoint 
a Guard confiding of a Subaltern, Serj't, Corporal and 
twenty Men to mount at the Block Houfe in the 
Albany Street and to be regularly relieved every 24 
Hours till further Orders, which Guard is to poft 
Centinels at fuch Places as the Commanding Officer 
of the Battaillon (hall judge beft, the Centinels to be 
regularly relieved by the Corporal of the Guard every 
two Hours and the Officer to let no more than two 
Men be at any Time abfent from the Guard. Every 
Evening at Sunfet the Officer of the Guard is to have 
his Men under Arms, the Roll called & Mens Arms, 
&c. examined & fee that they are furniflied with 12 
Rounds of Powder & Ball, no Perfon is to be abfent 
on pain of Punifhment and the Town Major is at the 
Time he thinks neceflary to vifit the Guards & Centi- 
nels & make a Report thereof to the Commanding 
Officer. The Serjeant of the Guard to vifit the Cen- 
tinels frequently during the Night and the Officer on 
being relieved to make a Report of the Guard in 
Writing to the Commanding Officer who is to fee 
thefe Orders ftriftly complied with. 

In cafe pf an Alarm tne Militia are to afl^emble at 
the Dutch Church and there to follow fuch Orders as 
they ftiall receive from the Commanding Officer for 
the Prot^aion of the Town, the Guard turning out & 

continuing 
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continuing under Arms until they fhall receive the 
Commanding Officers Orders. 

And the Commanding Officer is to tranfmit in writ- 
ing to Sir Wm. Johnfon a Return of the ftate of the 
Blockhoufe and other Fortifications about the Town, 
as alfo of the Number, State & Quality of the Cannon 
& Ammunition, &c., immediately. 

Johnfon Hall, NovVjd, 1763. 

Col. Vanflyke, &c. 

Letttr from Gown Cochrane to Sir Wm. John/on. 

Dear Sir : 

I CAME here yefterday & had the Pleafure to find all 
your Friends here well — the Battoe is in a Hurry 
to go down which prevents my having the Pleafure of 
waiting on you. Capt. Daniel, at parting, prefled me 
much to give an Account of his Behaviour whilft with 
me when I was guarding the Wreck ; I was there above 
a Fortnight & m all that Time he was but once drunk, 
always at my Elbow, & very Induftrious to do every 
thing to ingratiate himfelf with me, and fo was Jacob, 
who was with him. We were fired at for near two 
Hours by 25 or 30 Indians, as they guefled from the 
Tracks afterwards & Daniel kept clofe by me & fhowed 
great Zeal — ^we loft 3 Men ; the Enemy came very 
near but we could not get one Shot at them — the Be- 
haviour of Aaron, &c. occafioned me to be foUicited 
not to fend Daniel up with the Schooner, but I fent 

him ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



Indian Wars ^1763 and 1764. 193 

him ; nor will I believe the Mohawks in general dif- 
honeft. 

Fatigue & Cold gave me an Illnefs which tho' I 
have not yet quite recovered I am pretty well, only in 
a very bad Weather I am pretty fure ftill of an Ague 
Fit. I am fo far on my Way to New York. 

The Troops for Detroit, about 600 Men under 
Major Wilkins got out from the Head of the Rapids 
at the Entrance into Lake Erie the 20th of Odober. 
Two Boats were fired upon at embarking there & all 
in them except a Sen* killed or wounded ; five were 
killed & one died of his Wounds, as did alfo Lt. 
Johnfon ; there were a good Body of Men ftill aftiore 
who purfued & engaged in the Woods for fome Time 
& than returned in good Order to the Boats. This is 
the Serjeants Account who remained unhurt, who fiiid 
he faw this at a Diftance but knows no other Particu- 
lars. 

I don't know whether it is worth mentioning to 
you that whilft I was at Fort Stanwix I was told a 
Squaw of the Qneidas that had juft come (aid there 
was a Report amongft them that 20 of their Young 
Men had been killed by our People in the Cheroquee 
Country & that the Oneydas were holding a Council 
about it. I am, with great Sincerity, 
Dear Sir, 
Your moft obedient & very humble Servt. 



yaVx^T^^C/Ar^'l'^ 



Fort Johnfon, Novb. 5th, 1763. 
The Number in the two Boats that were fired upon 
were 14 exclufive of the Officers, 

26 Letter 
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Letter from General Amherji to Colonel Bradjlreet. 



Sir : 



New York, 6th November, 1763. 



I HAD laft Night your Letter of the -jift Oftober: 
The Account given by Siherheelsy I believe, is too 
true and I am not furprifecl the Inhabitants on the 
Mohawk River are alarmed : They can not be too 
much on their guard, until they can get an additional 
Affiftance, which I hope the Province will furnifh, 
when the Aflembly meets. 

I have mentioned to the Lt. Governor how neceflary 
it will be to get a Law paflfed for imprefling Car- 
riages, as well as billeting the Troops on this Occafion. 
But whether he can bring it to bear, or not, I know 
not.i 

I am very glad to find you have fuch Hopes of 
the Boat anfwering; but am forry to hear you havQ 
fuch bad Reports of the StuflF fit for building Boats at 
Ofwego; however I am apt to think the Batteaus 
from Canada may anfwer ; General Gage will know 
that. 



^ This Law was not pafled. The 
only A6b pailed by the Genera] 
Aflembly of New York with refer- 
ence to the Wars of Pontiac were 
the following : 

"An Aft providing for three 
hundred effedivc Men> exclufive of 
Officers, to be employed againfl the 
Enemy Indians, and for one hundred 
and feventy-three Men, Officers inr 
eluded, to garrifon the feveral Forts 
on the Frontiers of this Colony, in 
fuch Manner as the Commander-in- 
Chief of all his Majefty's Forces in 



North America (hall think proper, 
and alfo for three hundred efiedtive 
Men^ excluflve of Officers, to guard 
the weftern Frontiers of the Colony 
under the Direftion of the Governor 
or Commander-in-Chief thereof. 
PafledDec. 13, 1763." 
** An A6t providing for one hun- 
dred and eighty Men, exclufive of 
Officers, to be employed againft the 
Enemy Indians and other Purpofes 
therein mentioned." 
PaiTed April 21, 1764. 

General 
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General Gage, in all Probability will be with you 
before this reaches Albany, and as he has no Family 
with him, I hope he will have found all the Affiftance 
he could require on the Route. 

The Sloop with the Iron work, &c., as mentioned 
in my laft, failed on the 4th. I enclofe you a Lift of 
the Whole, but the Matter went off without (igning 
the Invoice of the Sails, Cables & Anchors : you have 
his Receipt therewith for the Iron work, and you will 
pleafe to take care that he delivers the Whole, agreeable 
to the enclofed Litt. I need not defire you to for- 
ward them in the bett Manner you can. 

As Captain Loring, I imagine, will be down foon, 
I would chufe to wait for his Opinion of the Size of 
the other Veflel, before I fent the Materials; but 
ftiould he not come foon, I ftiall order Iron work, &c. 
to be forwarded for the fame Kind of Schooner as the 
one for which the Materials are now fent. 
I am. Sir, 

Your moft obedt. Servant, 

Jeff. Amherst. 
Colonel Bradftreet, 

D. Q. M. G. Albany. 
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Mejfage of Lieutenant Governor Golden to the 
General AJfembly of New Tork.^ 

[Gaine's Jounul of General Aflcmbly, ii, 720.] 

Gentlemen of the Council and General AJfembly. 

THE great and defireable Work of Peace, being 
by the Wifdom and Magnanimity of our gra- 
cious Sovereign, happily accomplifhed fince your Re- 
cefs; I cordially congratulate you on this joyful Event, 
fo highly glorious to his M^efty, and extenfively 
Benencial to his People. His American SubjeAs, who 
will derive from it a Security, unknown fince the firft 
Eftabliftiment of thefe Colonies, muft receive this 
Mark of the royal Attention to their Intereft and 
Safety, with the warmeft Sentiments of Loyalty, Grati- 
tude and AfFeftion. 

The Enjoyment of folid Tranquility is however 
unhappily fufpended by the daring and unprovoked 
Attacks of fome of the Weftern Tribes of Indians, 
who under the fpecious Appearance of Friendftiip, 
have treacheroufly furprized fome of our remote Pofts, 
and are in open War, renewing with relentlefs Cruelty, 
that Horror and Defolation among the defencelefs 
Inhabitants, from which they were fo recently delivered. 

To fupprefs this dangerous Defection, pregnant 
with the moft fatal Evils, before it becomes more ex- 
tenfive and formidable, is our indifpenfable Duty. 

The Prefervation of our own t rontier, (hould be 
our firft and immediate Care, every Motive of Policy, 

^ ThcGcncral Aflembly ofNcw the Lieutenant Governor addrcfled 
York met on the 8th of November, to them the preceding Meflage re- 
1763, and on the Day following lating to the Indian War. 

Juftice 
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Juftice and Humanity, unitedly demanding the Pro- 
tedion of our fellow Subjefts, whofe diftant and dif- 
perfed Situation muft otherwife leave them an eafy 
Prey to mercilefs Savages. 

But barely to defend ourfelves would be giving the 
Enemy every Advantage, and expofe us to perpetual 
difquietude. It is neceflary a Force fhould be raifed, 
fufficient to chaftife thefe faithlefs People, that feeling 
the Weight of our Refenrment, they may be awed for 
future by the Fear of Punifhment ; experience evinc- 
ing, that deftitute of every juft and humane Principle, 
nothing elfe can fecure us againft their continual 
Ravages and Depredations. 

Since then, not only the Profperity of the Colony, 
but the very Exiftence of a great Part of it, depend on 
the moft aftive and Ipirited Meafures, no Arguments 
can be wanting to animate you to a vigorous Exertion 
of your Strength in the Accompliftiment of this eflen- 
tial Objeft. 

I fliall therefore content myfelf with laying before 
you a Letter I received from his Excellency Sir Jeffrey 
Amherft, Commander in Chief of his Majefty's Forces, 
prefling this Government to fiirnifh a Proportion of 
Men, to proceed early in the Spring in conjunction 
with the regular Troops, on this important Service. 
Did the Subjeft require it, his fuperior Abilities, would 
render it unneceflary for me to enforce, what he fo 
wifely urges for fubduing that reftlefs, fierce and cruel 
Spirit of the Savages, the Source of the moft dreadful 
Calamities. 

Gentlemen of the General AJfembly^ 

I flattered myfelf the ordinary Support of his Ma- 
jefty's Government, would have been the only Aid 
required of you at this Time. But the unexpected 

Revolt 
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Revolt of the Indians, renders a much greater Expencc 
unavoidable. Beiides providing for the Company now 
pofted at Fort Ontario, Niagara and Detroit, which 
General Monckton, by the Advice of his Majefty's 
Council, a few Days before his Departure, directed to 
be continued on that Service, I earneftly recommend 
you will grant the neceflary Supplies for raifing, cloath- 
mg and paying, a Body of Forces, fufficient with the 
other Troops, to avert the Dangers we fear ; avenge 
the Injuries we have received; and convince the Sav- 
ages of our Ability to compel them to Submiffion. 

Gentlemen of the Council and General AJfembly^ 

The Enemy have already infefted the Border of 
Orange and Ulfter, and though I am confident of the 
Spirit and Activity of the Militia, yet as this Duty 
will foon be too feverely felt, I aflfure myfelf, you will 
enable me to eafe them; and by the moft vigorous 
Refolutions in this important Conjunfture, fecure to 
yourfelves the great Advantages of a Peace, peculiarly 
calculated for the Happinefs of America, 

Cadwallader Colden. 

Fort George, New York, Nov. 9, 1763. 

And then the Letter mentioned in his Honour's 
Speech from Sir Jeffrey Amherft, was read, in the 
Words following, that is to fay. 

New York, Oftober 30, 1763. 
Sir: 

ON a due Confideration of the moft probable 
Meafures for cruftiing the prefent Infurrection 
of the Indians, and puniftiing the Guilty as they de- 
ferve, I find it abfolutely neceflary to make Application 
to the Provinces moft nearly concerned, that a refpeft- 
able Body of Men may be raifed, fo as to proceed 

early 
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in the Spring, in Conjunftion with fuch regular Troops 
as can be coTie6led, to put in Execution luch ofFenfive 
Operations as may bejudged moft efFedual for reduc- 
ing the Savages, and fecuring Peace and Quiet to the 
Settlements hereafter. 

I am in great Hopes that the Provinces to the 
Southward will chearfuUy raife fuch Quotas, as may be 
required of them, for reducing the Delawares, Shawa- 
neie, and other Tribes on that Side ; and as I intend 
to aflemble a refpedable Body of Men early in the 
Spring at Niagara, for the Puniftiment of the Senecas 
and other Savages on Lake Erie, &c. who have fo 
treacheroufly commenced and are now carrying on 
Hoftilities againft us, I think it but reafonable that 
the Provinces of New York and Jerfey, Aiould con- 
tribute their Shares towards a Service of fo much Con- 
fequence to the future Security of their refpeftive In- 
habitants ; and therefore I am now to lay before you, 
a Requifition, which I am perfuaded will not only 
meet with 4 proper Reception from you, but that you 
will enforce the fame to your Council and Affembly, 
backed with fuch Arguments (if any Arguments can 
be neceffary on fuch an Occafion) as will at once re- 
move every Obftacle that could be ftarted to a Com- 
pliance therewith. 

The Proportion I muft demand from your Province 
is fourteen hundred Men, exclufive of commiflioned 
Officers, twelve hundred to be divided in four Corps 
of five Companys each, commanded by ^ Field Officer, 
who may have the Rank of Major; and each Com- 
pany to confift of a Captain, and two Subalterns and 
fixty Men, including three Serjeants and three Corpo- 
rals ; the other two hundred to have a Field Officer, 
and to confift of four Companies of fifty Men each, 
with the commiffioned and ngn-comniiffioned Officers 

as 
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as above ; for the Service on which they will be em- 
ployed requires that there Aiould be a good many 
Officers ; the Men to be cloathed, but in a light Man- 
ner ; a cloth Jacket, flannel Waiftcoat, Logins, &c, 
will be full fufficient ; and it will be neceflary that the 
whole are raifed and ready to proceed to Albany by 
the firft of March next. 

But as the Settlements on the Mohawk River, are 
open to the Enemy, and that it is not in my Power at 
prefent to fpare Regulars for their ProteAion, fo much 
as I wifh to do, I muft recommend it to you, to ufe 
your Influence with the AflTembly to raife five Compa- 
nies of the above mentioned Quota with the utmoft 
Expedition, that they may be pQft:ed during the Win^ 
ter, on the Communication between Albany and OA 
wego, and be ready for a^y Service they may be called 
for, which may be a great Means of preventing any 
Incurfions that might be attempted by the Savages, 
and give that Confidence to the Inhabitants, which is 
fo neceflary to enable them to repel, by Force in Cafe 
of an Attack, 

Particular Care ihould be taken that in recruiting 
the Men, none fliould be raifed but fuch as are able 
bodied ; neither too young nor too old, but fit for the 
moft aftive and alert Service. 

Although by an Order from Home, the regular 
Troops are fubje6l to a Stoppage for the Provifions 
iflfued to them, belonging to the Crown, yet upon this 
Occafion I will take upon me to order Provifions to 
the Provincial Troops, that ftiall be raifed and take 
the Field ; and they Ihall likewife be provided with 
Arms, unlefs any of them chufe to bring their own 
Arms, for which they ftiall have the fame allowance as 
was made in former Campaigns, ftiould any of them be 

loft 
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loft, or damaged in a<5kuat Service. Tents will alfo be 
fbmiftied to them a$ formerly. 

The Time of Service may be limited to the firft of 

November, ahhough it is much to be hoped, t^crf 

Thing will be finiihed long before that Period, iii 

^ith Cafe the Men will be fent back to the Provinces^ 

I am, with great Regard Sir, 

Your moil obedient humble Servant, 

Jeffrs^v Amhbr^t^ 
A true Copy, examined by G.^ Banyer, D. Sec. 



Letter from Captain Gerret A. Lanjingh to Sir 
William yohnfon^ 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, vii.] 

Sir: 

AGREABLE to your Orders I have been round 
the Town to revue the Condition and State of 
the Fort, Blockhoufes, Cannon^ Amanition, &c.y 
likewife the Stockagadefs ; as for the Fort is but in a 
verry confetreable Condition, whants a good Teal of 
preparing and the Blockhoufe at the Widow Van Eps 
at the North Side of the Town is unfit for Service, no 
Shimble in nor Flowr, at the Blockhoufe at Daniel 
De Graff at the fouthweft End of the town is entirely 
unfit for Service is ready to fall down. The Block- 
houfe at Mr. Ryner Mynders whants lettle repairing. 
As to the Block Houfe on the South End of Albany 
Street is fit to keep a Wacht in, and the Block Houie 
which formley ufe to (land at Mr. Thomas Nixfon 
Door is intirely takeing away and no more of, and as 
for Sto^adeges about the Town there is about feventy 
of tfiem moftly rotton ; as for Cannon, in the Fort 
27 that 
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that belongs to it there is none fit for Service, there is 
no Cannon in the Block Houfes not a iingle one, and 
there is a few Cannon lying up the Albany Hill unfit 
for Service which has been takeing out of the Fort and 
Blockhoufe and have been tryed by Soldier & Con- 
ductors of the Royall Artellery and is found to be 
condemned ; as for Powder there is two Caik of about 
50 Wieght each which belongs to the Townfhip of 
Schenedady likewife 30 Wieght grave Schot and about 
feventy or eighty fmall Hand Granades. 
I am Sir 

Your moft obe^ hum" Serv* 




To Sir Wm. Johnfon, Bar^ 

[Endorjement on Back of Letter. "] 
Capt. Lanfinghs Return of y« State of y« Block- 
houses, &c. at Schenedady. 

A Return of Condition & State of the Fortification 
of the Townftiip of Scheneiftady. Novbr. i ith, 1763. 

Letter from T. De Couagne to St'r William John/on. 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, viii.] 

Niagara, 27th of Novbr, 1763. 
Sr: 

I HAVE rec'd your Letter dated Novbr y« 3d, 1763, 
wherein you write me word to be more particular 
or circumftantial than hitherto. You may depend \ 
do everything to ye utmoft of my Power for my Em- 
ployer 
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ployer, likewife for his Majeftys Service, y® Troops is 
come back thath was going to Ditroit with y« Lofs of 
one hundred Men, y« got within iefs than one hundred 
Miles was cafl away and loft there Ammunition was 
forft to return for Want ; y^ had to I am informed, 
but eight Rounds a Man thath y* could not proceed 
& have fpoke to y« Officer Commanding, Major 
Browning, about y^ Indians coming in, he has give 
out an Order thath y® muft not fire upon any fmall 
Party of Indians upon no Account & thath on their 
march in fight of y^ Garrifon he fays if y® fhould fall 
in with Fort Slhoffer he cant be accountable what hap- 
pens as they are daily killing our People. In yr Let- 
ter you fay you do not underitand what I mean by 
y* Voifeagamigate, Sr he is y® chief Man North & 
Weft upon Lake Ontario and io far upon Lake Erie as 
y* big River, which is fixty Miles from Little Ni^ara, 
y® Troops goes fiftiing every Day and no body hurt. 
I can't promife the do no mifchief in there own Country 
but what they do otherwife I can not tell. 

Sr, I have wrote you word before of Major Wilkins 
taken fome Belts of Wampum from heare, he is come 
back, I have fpoke to Colonel Browning for to gett 
them. In y« next Letter I fhall fend Word if CoUonel 
has rec'd. 

De Couagne. 

Sir y^ Indians is arrived this Day from Detroit 
which you will y® News more particular from them are 
y« Venel fails emediately. 
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Letter from Aaron the Mohawk to Sir Wm. John/on. 

[MSS. of Sir Willwra Johnibn, riii.] 

FoKT Pitt, ift Decemr, 1763. 
Sir: 

HAVING been fent Exprefs by Major Gladwin 
from De Troite to tnis Place, on arriving at 
Sandulky meeting with about 300 Shany and Delaware 
Indians, who ware at the fame Time holding a great 
Counfill and by which I underftood and was told by 
them the breakmg out of this Warr was occafioned by 
the Seneca Indians who went about with a bloody Belt 
l^nd Tomahawk to all the Nations engaged in this 
Troubles. The Taways alfo expreflly told me that 
the Senecas were the Beginners oithis Warr, they alfo 
defired me (the old Men of the Delawar*s & Shanees) 
to ac(]|uaint you that if you defire, that they would 
come down to you, ana fwear before you that this 
Warr was begun oy the Senecas. The old Men of the 
Wiandot^ Nation want very much to fee you, and if 
you defire they will come immediately, you being 
pleaf 'd to bt them know, I had the Miffortune to be 
rob'd of 4000 of Wampom, a Tamihok and all the 
Powder and Bail I had by the Delawar's, Shanees & 
the Five Nations. 

Sir, Remain ^th great Refpeft, 

Your Obedient Humble Scnrant 

Aaron. 
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Letter from John Stuart^ to Sir William Jahnfm. 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, viii.] 

Charles Town, loth December, 1763.* 
Sir: 

I AM now to acknowledge the receipt of both your 
Favors of 24th July and 2d September, which my 
being at the Congrefs with the Indians in this Diftrid 
prevented my receiving and anfwering fooner. I have 
a grateful Senfe of your polite and friendly Expreffions, 
and ftiall cheerfully embrace every Opportunity of 
cultivating a Correfpondence with, and rendering you 
any agreeable Service. I am fincerely forry for the 
Rupture with the Indians in your Department, which 
is attended with fo much Bloodihed and Defolation 
and neceflarily with fo much Trouble to you. 

Immediately after the Receipt of your laft Letter, 
I wrote to the Cherokee Nation, to know if they 
would fend fome Parties againft the Northern Indians 
according to their Propolal to me at the Congrefs. 
As foon as I receive an Anfwer I fhall communicate it 
to you. Some Officers of the Independent Compa- 
nies in this Province, who are on the Point of bemg 
reduced, have offered to accompany fuch Cherokees as 
can be prevailed upon to go and aft jointly with his 
Majefty's Forces againft the Northern Tribes. It 
would DC a delicate Point to propofe any thing of this 
Nature to the Creeks at this Jundure, when they are 
apt to conftrue every Propofal as containing fome hid- 
den Defign ; the Impreflions left on their Minds by 
the French, and their Jealoufy on account of the late 

^ Mr. Stuart was SoperinteBdenc Deportnient^ 
of Indian Afiairs in the Southern ^ Received Feb. 15, 1764. 

Ceflion 
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Ceflfion of Florida and Louifiana, not being as yet 
totally effaced. 

The ChaSlaws have but newly entered into the Co- 
venant of Friendfliip with us. Their Country is a 
vaft Diftance, I (hall endeavor as foon as poiTible to 
inform myfelf of their Difpofition and the Prafticability 
of engaging them to fend Parties as you propofe. 

The Chickafaws are perpetually at War with the 
Northern Indians, but then they only aft defenfively, 
being reduced to 450 Men at moil, and furrounded 
by great Nations with whom they never are upon 
Terms of fincere Friendfliip, for which Reafon tney 
dare not weaken themfelves by fending out ftrong 
Parties, fo far as they are able their Friendfliip and 
Attachment to us may be depended upon. 

The Catawbas are willing and brave, but reduced 
by War and Sicknefs to 60 or 70 Gunmen. The 
Northern Indians infefted them all laft Summer, killed 
and carried ofFfeveral of them. 

This may be depended on that I fliall take every 
Meafure to induce Parties from the Northern Nations 
within my Department to go and aft jointly with his 
Majeftv's Troops employed againft the Nations at 
War with us, and fliall be extreamly glad to hear from 
you and receive the General's Inftruftions relative to 
my Conduft in this Matter. 

Our Conferences at the late Congrefs. ended with 
the moft friendly Appearance. The Indians of every 
Nation went away well fatifiied, and made the ftrong- 
eft Profeflions ot Attachment to the Britifli Intereft. 
They are all appraifed of the War between the North- 
ern Indians and us, but know nothing of the particular 
Events. 

A minute Journal of the Proceedings at the Con- 

grefs 
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grefs is now in the Prefs. As foon I can be flirniftied 
with a Copy for you I fhall fend it. 

The Tqfcaroras inhabit a Traft of 10,000 Acres of 
Land laid out for them in North Carolina. I have 
wrote to Governor Dobbs for a particular Account of 
them and of their Situation with refpeft to Debts or 
whatever elfe may hinder or retard their going to join 
their People. Governor Dobbs told me when at the 
Congrefs, that they confifted of about one hundred 
Men able to bear Arms, Women and Children in Pro- 
portion. 

I am now to inform you, that on my return from 
Augufta, I received a Letter from the Right Hon^^« 
the Lords of Trade declaratory of His Majefty's Or- 
ders, that the Agents for Indian Affairs mould cor- 
refpond with their Lordftiips in all Matters regarding 
their Departments, and ftiould tranfmit them all fuch 
Information as they Aiould require. In Confequence 
they have required from me a regular and conftant 
Correfpondence upon thofe Points. Their Lordfhips 
have likewife direfted me to tranfmit to them as foon 
as poffible, a full and particular Report of the State of 
Indian Affairs within this Department, and an accu- 
rate Defcription of the feveral Nations of Indians, 
their different Interefts, Claims and Difpofitions and 
what will in my Judgment be a proper Plan for the 
future Management and Direftion of thefe important 
Interefts, 

The Talk impofed upon us I confider as arduous 
and what requires very mature Confideration, on 
which I have not as yet been able to turn my Thoughts, 
having a multiplicity of Affairs to fettle in confequence 
of the late Congrefs, it will give me the greateft Pleaf- 
ure to coincide with you in Opinion, but to form a 
general Plan by which a Trade to the Indian Countries 

may 
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Bfiay be at the fiunc Time well regulated and free to all 
his Majefty's Subjefts^ b not very cafy. It will give 
me great Pleafure to hear from you foon, being with 
maft fincere Regard, 
Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 




Letter from T. De Couagne to Sir Wittiam yohnfon^ 

[MSS. of Sir WSiriam Johnfon, viii J 

Translation. 

Niagara, 15th X^*^ ^763. 
Sir: 

SINCE my laft which I had the Honor of writing 
to you, by which I have mentioned the Accident 
which happened to M^or Wilkin's Party which has 
cetreated, M^or Rogers arrived with his Corpse and 
two Mohawks, Daniel and Jacob, two Days amp. 

The Commandant has fent the Man named Jacob 
with a Ranger to Detroit, and Daniel has decided to 
jpin the Party returning with Major Rogers, to rejoin: 
vou, and who can relate to you all that has happened 
in thefe Parts, as well as what has become of the other 
Mohawk. He has told me that the Man named 
Quapacamigatte a Mifliflague had a Paflport from dm 
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Commandant at Detroit to come hither with a Meflage, 
and I believe it would be apropos if the Commandant 
would confent that I fhould fend him with one or two 
others to fpeak with you upon this Bufinefs. I be- 
lieve that there is not here this Winter any Indian 
whom I could fend for fome Time. And I remember 
nothing further of which to appraife you. There are 
Parties croffing every Day to the other Side of the 
River upon the Lands of the Mifliflagaes but they have 
not returned with any Scalps. 

The Man named Roffin . . . , a Seneca of whom 
you fpeak in your Letter has not arrived. I have 
fpoken to his two Sifters about him in a way that has 
flattered them much. 

I have the honor to be with profound Refp<** 
Sir, Your very humble and much 

obliged Servant, 
De Couagne. 

It it impoffible at this Moment to write to you in 
Englifh, as every body is engaged, and I can not find 
a Secretary. 



Letter from Colonel Bradjireet to General Gage. 

[Bradftrcct and Amherft MSS., p. 169.] 

Albany, aoth Deer, 1767. 
Sir: 

I RETURN your Excellency, enclof'd, the PapeM 
you fent me relating to fmall Arms taken by my 
Order at Ofwego for the Indians in 1764— with my 
Certificate of the Number. Thofe Gentlemens Ac- 
counts & Affidavits you will pleafe to obferve fix the 
Time of my ordering thofe (mail Armd to be taken in 
28 1763 
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i^S^ — near twelve Months before my Arrival at 
Ofwego. 

* I am, 

Jno. Bradstreet. 
His Ex. Genl. Gage, &c. &c. &c. 



Letter from Sir Wm. John/on to Major Gen. Gage. 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, viii.] 

Johnson Hall, Deer 23, 1763. 
Dear Sir : 

YOUR Excellency's Favors of the 30th ult. & ift 
of this inft. were accompanied with two Letters 
from the Lords of Trade, the one of Septr and the 
other of Oftober laft, enclofing me one of the King's 
Proclamations, and expreffing Approbation of His 
Majefty & his Minifter and that of their Lordfhips on 
my late reprefentations, as alfo his Majefty's reliance 
on my Endeavors to bring Matters to a happy Iffue, 
and his Orders that I fhould caufe the Proclamation 
therewith tranfmitted to be made publick and ftridly 
complied with throughout my Jurildidion. 

I am hopeful that on receipt of my laft Letter, their 
Lordlhips will be able ftill further to contribute towards 
the falutary Points in view relative to Indians as I 
apprehend fome Additions may be added to the Royal 
Proclamation, which at prefent does not contain more 
with regard to them than has been already communi- 
cated to them by virtue of former Orders, &c. tranf- 
mitted to America. This Proclamation does not re- 
lieve their prefent Grievances which are many, being 
calculated only to prevent the like hereafter, altho* 
there are numberlefs Inftances of Trads which have 

indeed 
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indeed been purchafed but in the moft illegal and 
fraudulent Manner, all of which demand Redrefs. 

I have made at this Meeting the beft ufe in my 
Power of his Majefty's Proclamation for the convinc- 
ing the Indians here of his gracious and favorable Dif- 
pofition to do them Juftice, and fhall communicate 
the fame to all the reft. 

The Indians have been here for feveral Days to the 
Amount of 230, are now moftly departed for their re- 
fpeftive Nations, for which Purpole I have difmifted 
them with a Prefent. They are accompanied by fev- 
eral of the yet friendly Senecas from Kanadafego^ as alfd 
by three Deputies fent from Chenaffio^ to defire to be 
informed or our prefent Refolution, and to know 
whether the Offer of Peace which they have now made 
will be accepted of, in which they are feconded by all 
the reft who earneftly defire the fame might be taken 
into Confideration and after reprefenting the Manner 
in which the Senecas of Chenaffio had been led into 
the War, intimated that ftiould we now receive them 
into our Friendlhip the Generofity of the Indians 
would cheerfully join us in any Operations againft the 
reft, particularly againft the Shawanefe and DelawareSy 
whom they reprefented as the principal Authors of all 
the late Troubles, to which after giving them y« moft 
fevere Reprimand in y® Prefence of all y« reft, I an- 
fwered them, that I could do nothing therein, but 
would lay the fame before you. I muft therefore re- 
queft your Direftion and Sentiments thereon. 

This was the chief Purport of the late Conference, 
the reft of their Speeches confifting of a Repetition of 
their Promifes and Aflurances of their unvariable At- 
tachment to his Majefty. 

^ Near Geneva, Ontario County, N. Y. 

On 
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On this Subjed I muft beg leave to ofFer my Opin- 
ion that the 5 friendly Nations muft naturally be very 
uneafy at any Attempt againft the Senecas, as they are 
a Part of their Confederacy, however juftly they may 
deferve our Refentment, but I am confident that the 
whole would readily joyn againft their perfidious De- 
pendents, the Shawaneje and DelawareSy as well as any 
others who have afted as Principals in the War. The 
Hurons of Detroit from the concurring Accounts of 
all Perfons were with the utmoft Difliculty and by feverc 
Threats, perfuaded to engage in the War by the Otta- 
was under Pondiac, who with the before mentioned 
Shawaneje and Delawares have'fufliciently fhown them- 
felves as Principals in the War. 

I imagine that any Hoftilities committed in or about 
Pennfylvania and J erfey muft be done by the Dela- 
wares.^ All thofe of that Nation who have lately be- 
come our Enemies, have lately removed from the Suf- 
Guehanna to the Ohio amongft the Shawanefe, and 
tnofe who remain on or about the Sufquehanna, par- 
ticularly from its Source down to Owegy are our friends, 
and here I cannot help remarking that the abfurdity 
of moft of the Acc'ts received from the Provinces is 
apt to give a very unjuft Idea of Ind^ Affairs. For 
inftance, in one of the late New York papers you muft 
have obferved it is infinuated that a Party who de- 
feated Capt. W^bvpok on the Borders of Penfilvania 
confifted of Mohocks, which they pretended to know 
from their Caps, and Manner of cutting their Hair. 
The Fidelity of the Mohocks deferves a better Return, 
und the Folly of fuch Reprefentations ihould certainly 
he rcsmoved, leaft it come to the Knowledge of our 

^ The following Sentence is here Text : '* Wjahofin is an Indian 
interlined in the origmal Draft with- Town a confiderable Diftance from 
Qi|( apparent Connection with the any Setdement.'^ 
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friendly Tribes who might entertain much Rancor from 
fuch a Falfity. The Mohocks do not wear Caps, nor 
any Nation of the Confederacy except the Senecas and 
fome Cayugas, the former learned that Praftice from 
their vicmity to Niagara^ where fuch were ufually worn 
during the Winter, neither are the Authors of that 
Paragraph or any other Perfons capable of diftinguifh- 
ing one of thefe Caps from another or knowing to what 
Nation it belonged any more than they are of difcern- 
ing one Blanket from another. 

The Houfe of Aflembly have been very moderate 
in their Refolves. I have received from tne Lieuten- 
ant Governor in confeqiience thereof fome blank Com- 
miflions for raifing two Companies of 50 Men each to 
be ftationed at Schohare and Cherry Valley which I fhall 
give to fuch Perfons as I fhall judge beft qualified to 
anfwer their Intention. 

I am informed by Letter from Niagara that Wabbi- 
commicot, Chief of the numerous Nation of the Chipe- 
weighs who accompanied me to the Detroit in 1761, 
and has fince behaved very well on his Part and pre- 
vented Numbers of his People from joyning againft 
us, propofes to vifit me fhortly on public bunnefs, 
which if he does, or that I am attended by any other 
dift^ or Enemy Indians, indeed I fhall be glad to have 
your Sentiments concerning my Behavior on that 
Occafion and in what Manner you think it most ne- 
ceflary to treat them. 

I am, &c. 
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Letter from Sir Wm. John/on to Ueut. Gov. Golden. 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, viii.] 

Johnson Hall, Deer 24th, 1763. 
Dear Sir : 

I AM juft favored with your Letter of the 7th Inft. 
enclofing me two Captain's Warrants & 2 Commif- 
fions as alio three Lieutenants Warrants & 4 Com- 
miflions, from which I conclude that 'twas a Lieuts 
Warrant which was given to Mr. Ten Eyke. The reft 
of the Warrants fhall be given to fuch Perfons as I 
judge will anfwer the public ExpeAations in the 
moft expeditious and moft efFeftual Manner. The 
Companies when raifed fhall be muftered agreable to 
your Direftions, but the fmall pay of the Officers in a 
Country where People are accuftomed to high Wages 
and where Men are now raifing by CoL Bradftreet at 
much higher Rates, will I fear greatly retard their 
completing, and I am a good deal furprifed how your 
Letter and enclofures could have been fo long by the 
Way. 

The Indians who had been with me from all the 6 
Nat* for feveral Days are juft departing for their re- 
fpedive Habitations. They numbered 230, and were 
accompanied by feveral of the yet friendly Senecas from 
Kanadafego as alfo by three Deputies fent from the 
ChenuJJio requefting to be informed of our prefent Re- 
folutions and to know whether Offers 0/ Peace will 
be accepted of or not. In this they were feconded by 
the reft of the Nations who after reprefenting the 
Manner in which the Enemy Senecas had been drawn 
into the War, intimated that fhould they now be re- 
ceived into our Friendfhip the whole of the Six Na- 
tions 
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tions would heartily joyn us againft the reft of our 
Enemies particularly againft the Shawanefe and Dela- 
wares whom they reprefented as the principal Authors 
of all the late Troubles, and I know the Difpofition 
of thefe People fo well as to forefee that any Attempt 
againft the Senecas muft naturally create uneafinefs 
amongft the reft of the Confederacy, particularly the 
Cayugas and Onondagas who are more conne<5ted with 
them than any of y® reft. 

I have juft received two Letters from the Lords of 
Trade (one dated in Septr the other in Oftober laft) 
enclofing me the King's Proclamation and exprefling 
the Approbation of his Majefty and his Minifters and 
that of their Lordftiips on my late Reprefentations as 
alfo his Majefty's Reliance on my Endeavors to bring 
Matters to a happy I flue, and his royal Orders that I 
ftiould caufe the Proclamation therewith tranfmitted to 
publiftied and ftridly complied with throughout my 
Jurifdiftion, and I am hopeful that within a fmall 
Period of Time things may be fettled on a ftill more 
iatiffactory Plan. 

I am a Stranger to what Caufe the AflTembly attrib- 
ute the unhappy Rupture, which is not a general De- 
fedion of the Six Nations as is infifted, nor indeed of 
any others except y® Shawnefe, fome of the Ottawaes 
and Chippawaies, alfo Delawares. I ftiall not take 
upon me to point out the original Parfimony, &c. to 
which the firft Defection of the Indians can with Jus- 
tice and Certainty be attributed but only obferve as I 
did in a former Letter that the Indians (whofe Friend- 
ftiip was never cultivated by the Englifti with that 
Attention, Expenfe and Afliduity with which the 
French obtained their Favors) were for many Years 
jealous of our growing Power, were repeatedly aflfured 
by the French (who were at the Pains of having many 

proper 
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proper Emiflaries among them) that fo foon as we be* 
came Mafters of this Country we fliould immediately 
treat them with N^ed, hem them in with Pofts and 
Forts, encroach upon their Lands and finally deftroy 
them, all which after the Redudion of Canada feemed 
to appear too clearly to the Indians who thereby loft 
the great Advantages refulting from the PofleiTion 
which the French formerly had of Pofb and Trade in 
their Country, neither of which they could have ever 
enjoyed but for the Notice thev took of the Indians 
and the Prefents they bcftowea. fo bountifully upon 
them, which however acpenfive they wifely forefaw was 
infinitely cheaper and much more efFediial than the 
keeping of a large Body of regular Troops in their 
feverall Countries which however confiderable could 
not proted Trade or cover Settlements, but muft re- 
main cooped up in their Garrifons or elfe be expofed 
to the Ambufcades & Surprifes of an Enemy over whom 
from the Nature and Situation of their Country no 
important Advantage can be gained. 

From a Senfe of thefe Truths the French chofe the 
moft reafonable and moft promifing Plan, a Plan which 
has endeared their Memory to moft of the Indian Na- 
tions who would I fear generally go over to them in Cafe 
they ever got Footing again in this Country, and who 
were repeatedly exhorted and encouraged by the French 
(from Motives of Intereft and Diflike which they will 
always poflTefs) to fall upon us by reprefenting that 
their Liberties and Country were in y« utmoft Danger 
and that a Fleet and Army, was arrived at Quebec, and 
an Army coming by way of the MifTiiTippi to their Af- 
fiftance, all which the Indians were perliiaded to credit 
until their MefTengers fent to the Ilinois returned and 
contradided the Report fo induftrioufly propagated 
by the French, which imediately ftruck at our Trade, 

gave 
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gave them fome diftant Hopes of a reeftabii(hnient by 
embroiling our Afl&irs and drew down the valuable 
Fur Trade by the way of the Ilyones & Mifliflipi 
and the Ind« once embarked in the Quarrel were ealily 
induced by their Succcfs and Advantages of Plunder 
to continue their Ravages. In the midft of which 
However I have the SatiflFaAion to find that my un- 
wearied Labors hath hitherto preferved the whole 
Confederacy (Chenufleos except^) with many other 
Nations and thereby fecured this very important Com- 
munication to the Lakes, alfo that by the River St. 
Lawrence, together with thefe Weftern Frontiers from 
the Fate which hath attended the neighboring Colonies, 
to e£feA thefe important Ends, as f have iacrificed all 
my Tranquility and domeftic Concerns fo I have the 
Pleafure to find myfelf rewarded in the favorable Sen- 
timents with which his Majcfty and the Miniftry have 
been lately pleafed to exprefs themfelves concerning 
my Labors for the public Welfare. 

The prefent unhappy Rupture was long forefeen 
and fretgfuently repre(ented by me, but I had the Mor- 
tification to find that it did not meet with fuflicieat 
Credit, which N^gleft at length brought on the Calami- 
ties in whixrh we are involved and from which I appre- 
hend we can «erer be free unlefs we remove the J eal- 
oufies whidi the Ind* 'entertain of us, aaid purchase 
their Friendlhip with Favors and Notice, which 
Friendfhip once obtained and eftablilhed will enable us 
to withdraw our Expenfes by imperceptible Degreea. 

TJiefe are my Sentiments on the prefent State of 
Indian Affairs and the Caufes to which the Hoftilities 
are certainly to be attributed and I hope they may tend 
to the ^rther Information of any who may be defirous 
to enquire into tiie Sttb}eA. 

The Petition which you ftnt me I was itilormed of 
29 fome 
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fome Time ago and that Geo: Klock a Perfon of an 
infamous CharaAer at Conajoharie had made it his 
Bufinefs to procure it figned by fev^ Perfons (the 

freater Part of whom I know to be his Relations and 
Letainers, and his own Name is erafed at the Head of 
them) whom he perfuaded thereto on Promife of Re- 
wards and of procuring them Commiffions, which the 
ignorant People readily believed, I have however fent 
for the Officers complained of and fhall tranfmit you 
my further Inquiries therein. 

I am Sir, &c. 



Letter from the Rev. Samuel Dun/op^ to Sir William 

yohnfon. 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, viii.] 

Cherry Valley, Decem' 25th, 1763. 
Honoured Sr: 

NOT Reflefting upon you, becaufe perhaps the 
Matter does not lye alltogether within the com- 
pafs of your Power, we the Inhabitants of Cherry 
Valley, think we are deferted, we hope not of God, 
but we think in a great Meafure of Man, and expofed 
to the mercylefs Infults of our Enemies without Co- 
vert or Relief 

^ In 1738, John lindcfay and to fetde upon the Land. The Pkh 

others procured a Patent of 8000 poiition was accepted and Mr. 

Acres in what is now Cherry Val- Dunlop vifited Londonderry in New 

ley, and foon after Mr. L. met in Hampfhire, where fevcral of his 

New York the Rev. Samuel Dun-r Acqaintanccs refided, and induced 

lop and prevailed on him to viiit Numbers to emigrate to the new 

the Traft, offering him feveral hun- Traft. Mr. D. was a Native of 

dred Acres upon Condition of his the North of Ireland, and had tra- 

ufing his Influence with his Friends veled quite exteniively in the Colo- 

You 
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You know General Amherft was condemned for not 
making fome Provifion for the Safety of the Inhabit- 
ants by covering the Frontiers, and it was expefted 
when he refigned that General Gadge and your Honour, 
or the Perfons to whom the Care and Management of 
thefe Things were committed (you know beft who 
they were) wou'd have made an alteration before now. 
But Things feem to remain in ftatu quo, with the poor 
and unhappy Fronteers and the Council of the Heathen 
held fome Time agoe feems to have had its accomplifh- 
ment againft all the Places they intended, us only in this 
Quarter efcaped. Matters appear darker and darker 
with us, and the Time now feems to be at Hand to 
fetch us the intended Blow, and Schoharry's being 
warned off we take to be a bad Omen of our aproach- 
ing Ruin. 

And if Man neither can nor will help us, may All- 
mighty God, either ward off the Blow or endow us 
with that Firmnefs of Spirit that may make us bear 
the Thoughts of Death without Amazement, and 
bring our Minds to an equal Poize between the 
ftrong Inclinations of Nature to live, and the Didates 
of Reafon and Religion that fhould make us willing 
to die when he pleales. 

Death and a deftroying Enemy may curtail a few 
Years of this mortal Life, from thofe of us that are old, 

nics, particularly in the South. He Wife was killed, but himfelf and 

left Ireland under an Engagement Daughter were fpared by Little 

of Marriage which he returned and Aaron, a Mohawk of the Aquago 

fulfilled. He opened a School for Branch. He was rcleafed foon after, 

the Inftru6Uon of Boys, at Cherry but the combined Effe^ of Age, 

Valley, and has the Honor of be- Fear, and Cold, led to a Decline, 

ginning the firft Grammar School which terminated in Death about a 

Weft of Albany within this State. Year after. — Campbells Hifiory of 

In the memorable Maflacre of Tryon Co, 
November ii, 1778, Mr. Dunlop's 

but 
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but thanks be to God can never deftroy our imnaortal 
Life. But it's a Pity the younff and rifing Generation 
Aiould be cutt off, and the Hand of the Heathen 
embrewed in their Blood, who if fpared, might make 
fome Figure in the World and be ufefull to Genera- 
tions to come, and therefore, if you can mediate any 
Timous Relief I beg you may. 

For it is but a poor Redreis to come to our Affiftance 
when dead, and to bury our ma[n]gled Corps when 
we are gone, which is but too often the fenfelefs Cuf- 
tom of the Country where we live, tho tis the bcft 
Redrefs the Cafe will then admit of. But the Matter 
is to fecure againft the Blow beforehand and therefore 
once more I would beg of you Honourable S' that you 
would mediate fome Relief for us, or fome way to 
fecure us if in your Power before it be too late. And 
if we fall, as Chrift prayed for his Enemies, Father 
forgive them for they know not what they do, fo I 
pray God our Blood may never be laid to their Charge 
who had it in their Power to help us and did it not. 
Pleafc to give my kind Compliments to Capt. Guy 
Johnfon & all your good Family. I add no more, but 
remain Sr your 

Humble Supplicant, 
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Letter from Sir William John/on to Lieutenant 
Governor Golden^ 

[MSS. of Sir Wilfiam Johnfon, viii.] 

Johnson Hall, Dec' 30, 1763. 
Dear Sir : 

YESTERDAY I was favored with your Letter of 
the 19th Inft. in anfwer to mine of the 5th. 

I have received particular Information of all the late 
Tranfadions at the Detroit, as well from the Officers 
as from one of the Mohocks (whom with others I fent 
there to be of any Service in their Power), who is juft 
returned from thence charged with feveral Belts, &c* 
to me. 

As the chief Caufe of the Hoftilities committed by the 
Indians was intended to procure themfelves Redrefs of 
fome Wrongs, and to obtain a better treatment, together 
with occaiional Gifts and Rewards, for the admitting 
Pofts in their Country, I am of Opinion their Offers 
of Peace arife principally from an Expedition that 
they will for the Future obtain thefe defired Ends 
which they could not get by any other Means than by 
having recourfe to Arms, having found all amicable 
Proceedings inefFedual. 

For this Reafon I conclude they have made their 
late Offers, and I likewife believe they would abide by 
their Promifes if we for the Future gratify their Ex- 
pectations, but I am fully convinced they will never 
preferve Peace on any other Terms. 

They know their own Strength and Situation too 
well to be as yet apprehenfive of our Refentment, and 
they will never want Ammunition whilfl the French 
can fupply them by the Variety of Communications 

open 
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open to the weftern Indians and beyond our Power to 
fhut. 

The Five Nations have had no Occafion to alter their 
Behavior, which as it has faved this Communication 
and the Frontiers of this Part of y« Province, juftly 
entitled them to all neceffary Supplies for themfelves ; 
more they did not require, nor are they fo well affeded 
to thefe Nations who have made War upon us as to 
give them any Ammunition even tho' they had plenty. 
Indeed the Indians are very chary of Powder, and 
although they often wafte it when they have plenty 
(yet that has not been fince the Surrender of Canada) 
yet they are not fo weak as to part with it to others, 
oefides they have never had more than a bare fufB- 
ciency, often expended before their hunting Seafon was 
near over. 

If therefore they fhould be denied Ammunition it 
would immediately confirm them in the Sentiments 
which greatly contributed to produce the Defedion of 
the reft, and would counteraft all my Endeavors to 
remove that too general Opinion for the fufpefting 
their Sincerity w^ make them dangerous Enemies, and 
of this I have had repeated Experience. 

I wrote you pretty folly in mine of 24th by which 
you will fee the Difliculties which may arife in punifh- 
mg the Chenaffios and the Advantages which will attend 
our turning our Arms againft the reft of our Enemies, 
which will equally anfwer the important Purpofe of 
giving them a juft Idea of our Abilities and Kefent- 
ment. 

As I am well acquainted with the Inclinations of 
the friendly Indians I know the lengths they are to be 
trufted on the Article of Ammunition, of which I am 
certain they will make no bad Ufe. It is an Article 
fo hard to be procured here, that I have not had it in 

my 
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my Power to give them what they flood in y® greatefl 
need of, and the Trade being now over they can have 
little if any from that Quarter, altho' I muft confefs 
the Danger they have run from the Attachment to 
which we have hitherto own the Safety of thefe Parts 
fufficiently merits fuch a Return from us as will Ihew 
them that they are not lofers by their Fidelity. 

From what I have heard from the Senecas, as well 
as from the good Difpofition of the reft, I fhould be 
induced to hope that that thefe Frontiers might enjoy 
a State of Tranquility, at leaft for a Time, but as this 
muft be very uncertain (efpecially if the Peace offered 
by the Senecas is not accepted of), I apprehend the 
two Companies for thefe Frontiers may not be amifs 
but I fear they cannot be eafily raifed at this Time, as 
I have offered the Warrants to fev^ who declined accept- 
ing of them, by Reafon of the lownefs of the Officer s 
Pay, and the Bounty now offered in Albany, &c. for 
raifing Men for other Service. Be afTured I fhall give 
you imediate Notice in cafe there appears a Profpeft 
for compleating them, at well as give you any further 
Intelligence which may come to niy Knowledge worthy 
your Information, and I have a particular Pleafure in 
afTuring you how much I am, 

Dr Sir, &c. 
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Memorial of Indian Traders. 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, viil] 

[Copy.] 

TO his Excellency Thomas Gage, Commander-in- 
Chief of His Majefty's Forces in America, &c.&a 
May it pleaie your Excellency as we conceive fome 
Hopes from the Accounts we have from D'troit of 
havinff^a Peace with the Indians in the Spring, and as 
your Excellency has the ordering of every thing on 
the Continent, knowing your Inclination of ferving 
every Peribn to the utmoft of your Power, and your 
Excellency's Defire ftriAly to adhere to the good of 
his Majefty's Subjeds, we humbly beg leave to Peti- 
tion your fexcellency and reprefent to you the Miflbr- 
tunes we have labored under from the Plunder that 
was made by the Indians at the Time that the Forts 
were furpriied, and to hint to you what we think may 
be to our private Adv«nti^ without any Detriment 
to the Nation and wherein our Lofles may be in ibcae 
Meafure repaid without «ny Retardment to the pub- 
lick Peace. According to the Cuflom of Trading 
feveral Indian Nations having taken up Goods upon 
Credit to a very confiderable amount, and are all of 
them capable of making Payment for the fame, fome 
of them having heard nothing of the Indian Warr had 
brought their reltrys to Difcharge their Debts, but on 
feeing the Diftrefs we were in their good Intentions 
were laid afide and they took a Part with our Enemies. 
Thefe are the Indians who have been moft diftreffed 
during the Time the Warr has continued, and we hear 
are moft defirous of bringing Things to an End. The 
Ottawas, the Chipaways, the Miamis, the Pouteouta- 

mis, 
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Saguinaw, Iroquis, &c. with all the Indians who trade 
on Lake Superior. If your Excellency thinks proper, 
when they propofe Terms of Peace, to mention to 
them to pay their Debts, if your Excellency thinks it 
will be no Detriment to the Publick Good it will 
make us fome Retalliation for the exceflivc Loffes we 
have fuftained, will put us again on a good Footing 
for Trade and will relieve from great Diftrefs your 
Excellency's Petitioners, and moft dutiful & ooed* 
Serv*« . Signed, 

Ja's Howard, Hen'y Bostwick, 

Jno. Chinn, Forrest Outres, 

Edwd Chinn, Gorsen Levy, 

James Stanly GoDDARD, Holmes & Memsen. 
Dated 30th Dec' 1763. 



Letter from T. De Couagne to Sir JVilliam John/on. 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, viii.] 

Sir: 

I HAVE the Honor to acquaint you on the 20th of 
Nov' I got hear from the Seneke Caftles the Chiefs 
promifed me that they would fend the Horfes here. 
The Seneke Indians comes in evry Day, brings in 
Bevers and Vennifon and behaves very well, as alfo 
the MifTafagoes. I have no more to add, but if any 
thing happen fhall inform you, fg conclude. 

Y' moft hum^ Serv* to command. 

Db Couagnb. 

Niagara, Jan'ry 4th, 1764, 

30 
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Letter from Sir Wm. Johnfon to Ueut. Gov. Colden. 

[MSS. of Sir Wmiam Johnfon, viii.] 

Johnson Hall, Jan'y 12th, 1764. 
Dear Sir : 

A GREAT Indifpofition under which I have labor- 
ed for feveral Days, and from which I am not 
yet recovered, prevented my anfwering your Favor of 
the 28th ult^ foonen 

In my Letter of the 30th m\x^ I gave you my Sen- 
timents on the Reafons which induced the Indians to 
propofe an Accommodation, as alfo concerning the 
Article of Ammunition, reprefenting that none re- 
ceived any but thofe on whofe Confidence I might 
perfeftly rely and to whom a Refusal might prove of 
dangerous Confequence, and that even the trifle of 
Ammunition which they received was too little and too 
much valued by them to part with. In my Letter of 
the 24th ult^ I accjuainted you with the Occafion of 
my having been vifited by the 5 Nations accompanied 
by fome Seneca Deputies. 

Laft Week arrived here feveral of the Senecas on 
the fame Errand as "before, whom I acquainted that I 
was not as yet authorized to treat with them on Terms 
of Peace, they were followed by the 5 Nations amount- 
ing to near 300, who came to repeat their Offers of 
taking fuch fteps againft our Enemies as I ftiould di- 
red, to which 1 have aflured them in the beft Manner 
I could. But thefe Senecas having come contrary to 
my Defire and not being defirous to give any Satiffac- 
tion farther than a Promife of aflifting us againft the 
reft, I have accordingly difmiflTed them until I hear 
from General Gage. I however apprehended a white 
Man now amongft them, and who was formerly de- 
livered 
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livered up but went back to the Indians and has had 
as I am informed the Treachery to aft againft us in 
the late Operations of our Enemies particularly at 
Niagara Carrying Place, I fliall therefore commit him 
to Jail. 

The Generality of the People have certainly great 
Reafon to be irritated againft the Indians, and I am 
glad to find fuch a Spirit of Alertnefs as you exprefs 
amongft them, tho' I fear they will not find it an eafy 
Matter to punifh thofe who really deferve it, and the 
falling upon thofe yet our Friends and who are confe- 
quently not aware of any fuch Defign, would I appre- 
hend be very imprudent as well as difagreeable to you 
fince it muft inevitibly involve us in a general Quarrel. 

The general Thirft for Revenge fo juftly raifed 
amongft our People may without proper Inftruftions 
direft itfelf to a wrong Quarter as was lately the cafe 
in Penjilvaniay to prevent which, as well as to promote 
the Succefs of all the hearty Volunteers I muft obferve 
that the greateft Part of our Enemies are removed a 
great way upi the Cayuga or Tohicon [?] Branch of 
Sufquehanna. Thofe of Wawiloojin (our Friends) are 
gone chiefly to Philadelphia and the reft are removed 
to Chughnot on the Sufquehanna^ fo that our Enemies 
chiefly refidefrom Diaoga^ up that Branch, viz* Sing- 
fink^ Pepiquaghqueyy &c. The meeting of thefe our 
Enemies is very uncertain, as they have not made any 
long Refidence at any Place fince the Commencement 
of Hoftilities, but the Indians of Caneftio, a Village 
between Chenuflio & Fort Augufta, who are chiefly 
Renegadoes of proflicate Fellows from fev^ Nations, 
& who murdered the two Traders in Nov' 1762,2 are 

^ Tioga. dcrs Sir William Johnfon fent up 

^ Upon learning of thcfe Mur- Lieut. Johnfon to attend a Meeting 

very 
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very proper Subjefts of our Refentment and have 
been Principals in carrying on Hoftilities. 

I heartily wifti that whatever Party goes out, may 
be able to ftrike fuch a Blow as will ^ive the Indians 
in general a good Opinion of our Abilities, but to give 
any Hopes of Succefs in my Opinion it will be necef- 
fary that they ftiould at leaft confift of 400 Men, and 
thofe expert and well qualified for the Service, ac- 
Quainted with the Woods and furniftied with Snow 
dhoes and all other neceffary Articles, The diftreiling 
and annoying the Enemy in Winter if well conduded 
muft prove very ufeful. I am now preparing fome 
Parties of trufty Indians for that Purpolc of which I 
hope the General will approve- 

As the Trade by Realon of the War hath been at 
an end for fome Time I apprehend it will not be 
thought advifable to grant any Paffcs till Matters arc 
better fettled, whenever that may happen I am humbly 
of Opinion that you vail jud^ it neceflary the Traders 
fliould give Security for their fair Dealings, and alfo 
be permitted to trade at the principal Pofts only, as 
F&rt StsnwiXy Ontarhy Niagars^ &c. At thefe Pofts 
they will be in the moft fecurity and their Condud can 
be beft enquired into, which if juftly blameable and fo 
reprefented by the com^ Officer they may forfeit their 
Recognizance, for the indulging them in a liberty of 
trading in the Indian's Country or at their Caftles, will 
always produce Complaints from the latter, of Frauds 
and Extortion, as well as render the Traders liable to 
be murdered, and their Effeds feized on any future 
Quarrel which may happen, 

caUed at Onondaga to tnfift on tKe apprehend the Murderers the^ would 

immediate Apprehcnfion of the themfclvcs go in quell of them — 

guilty Parties, but the upper Na- Letten of Sir William Johmfin to 

Oons did not attend and the reft of Lieut, Coloml Wm. Eyre end Gov, 

the Indians could do nothing but Monckton, 
promife that if the Senecas did not 

With 
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With fome Difficulty I have got Perfons to accept 
of the Warr*« for raiiing the 2 Companies for the Se- 
curity of this Frontier, and I am juft now informed 
they are almoft compleated with good Men. I (hall 
accordingly have them muftered and report to you 
thereon. 

As Lt, Johnfon, who by his Maiefty's Proclamation 
is entitled to a Grant of Land, is defirous to know the 
Limits within which you confider the fame may be 
granted, I muft requeft the Favour of your informing 
me on that Head, alfo your Direftions concerning the 
Steps he is to take therein and whether he is entitled 
to nis Share as Captain of the Provincials in 1758, or 
is to abide by his Title as Lieut, of the Independent 
Companies. 

I am with very perfeA eftecm, &c. 

P. S. I have great Reafon to apprehend that many 
mercenary Perfons inhabiting along the River fell 
Ammunition and other Articles to the Senecas^ I could 
heartily wiih you could interpofe your Authority to 
prevent the like for the Future. 



Letter from Sit: William Johnfon to the Commanding 
Officers of the New Tork Provincials at German 
Flats. 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, viii.] 

Johnson Hall, Jan'y 19th, 1764. 
Sir: 

AS fome Deputies from the Senecas, our Enemies, 
who have been here with a MefTage from their 
Nation to me, arc now returning Home and being pro- 
bably not fo well difpofed as they pretend, may be in* 

duced 
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duced to do fome Mifchief at or about the German 
Flatts, thefe are therefore to defire you will be fuffi- 
ciently on your guard to prevent them, and in Cafe 
they Aiould attempt Injury the Perfons or Properties 
of the Inhabitants or the Troops under your Com,- 
mand, you will immediately feize upon them (taking 
Care that none efcape) and fend them down Prifoners 
to Albany, under a ftrong Guard, fufficient to prevent 
them from getting off. 

In Cafe you find it neceflary to take this Step it will 
require the utmoft Precaution to be taken to prevent 
the greater Part of them from efcaping, which wiJl in 
a great Meafure defeat the Defign propofed by making 
them Prifoners. 

I am Sir your moft humble Servt. 

P. S. The Inhabitants wiJl enable you to diftinguifti 
the Senecas, who are upwards of 20, but it will not be 

Erudent to mention my Name as the Occafion of their 
eing apprehended at this Junfture. Should any of 
the Inhabitants fell them any Ammunition, Clothing 
or other Neceffaries, you will immediately give me 
Notice thereof, and alio prevent them for the Future 
from trading with any Indians who have been in Arms 
againft the Engliih. 



Letter from John Stuart to Sir William John/on. 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, viii.] 
Charles Town, i6th January, 1764. 



s 



Sir; 
INCE my laft of loth December I have not had 
the Pleafure of hearing from you. 
I have not as yet received any Information about 

the 
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the Tufcarora Indians, as foon as I do, you may de- 
pend on its being communicated to you. 

On the 24th ultimo 14 of our back Settlers upon 
Long Cane River were murdered, and we have nnce 
found out by feven Creeks, who for fome Years paft 
refided in the Cherokee Nation. The Creeks have 
fent me a Talk upon the Occadon and difclaim the 
Murder and the Murderers, who fay they, the Chero- 
kees ought to kill to fhow their Innocence. I have 
fent off Talks to all the Nations within my Diftrift, 
but I muft acquaint you that in this Department every 
Governor aAs as if he were fole Agent, they will hardly 
be direfted by each other and do not confult me, fo 
that it is odds but we counteract each other ; this re- 
quires fome Regulation. 

By next Opportunity I will write you fully, it being 
my Intention to keep you regularly informed of the 
Occurrences within the Department. 
I am with great Refped, 
Sir, your moft obedient 

Humble Servant, 

John Stuaht. 



tetter from Sir Wm. Johnfon to Lieut. Gov. Penn, 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, viii.] 

Johnson Hall, Jany 20th, 1764. 
Sir: 

I HAD the Favor of your Letter of the 3 ift ult. and 
fifth of this inft., together with the Enclofures, and 
I heartily congratulate you on your Arrival to your 
Government, wiftiing that your Appointment may 
prove to your entire SatiifaAion* 

The 
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The Steps you have taken to difcover thofe rafh 
Offenders were certainly very judicious as well as highly 
neceffary and I am hopeful! they may be attended with 
Succefs for bringing them to Juftice. 

I apprehend that after their firft Offence in murder- 
ing the 6 Indians at Coneftoga their miftaken Refent- 
ment would have ended, and that firft Ad was fufficient 
to create much uneafinefs amongft all the Indians, but 
their laft public Infult to the Laws and the Govern- 
ment itfelf certainly demands the moft ftriA Enquiry 
as well as the fevereft Punifliment. 

You may be affured I (hall ufe every Argument with 
the Six Nations, for removing the unfavorable Ideas 
which they muft certainly entertain of fuch a Proceed- 
ing, as well as to fatisfy them that your Government 
highly difapproves of it and will feverely punifh the 
Offenders, but I am aware of their Sentiments on the 
Subjeft and [am] greatly apprehenfive it will ftagger 
the Affeftions of the 5 hitherto well affefted Nations, 
who confider the Indians of your Government as con- 
nefted with them and under their Proteftion, and as 
the murdered have been all along peaceably inclined, 
the friendly Indians in thefe Parts may be induced to 
doubt our Faith and Sincerity toward themfelves from 
the unhappy Fate of our late Friends in Pennfilvania, 
which will caufe them to expeft the (ame Treatment 
whenever it is in our Power to deftroy them. This I 
fear may greatly check the Ardor they have lately ex- 
preffed to me of aflifting us againft our Enemies and 
even fpirit up many to obtain Revenge within your 
Government. 

The Threats which the riotous Parties have fince 
thrown out, that they would deftroy the Indians in the 
Neighborhood and under the Proteftion of Philadel- 
phia, favors fo much of Madnefs that I cannot acc't 

for 
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for them. Your gratifying the Indians Requeft thereon 
of coming to me muft therefore appear pleafing to 
them, but I have juft received a Letter from Lieut. 
Gov. Colden informing me that the Council "have 
advifed him not to admit them into this Province." 
This will probably prevent me from feeing them, and 
I heartily wifti their return back may not expofe them 
to frefti Infults, which would certainly occafion a 
general Defeftion. 

Several Deputies from the Enemy Senecas have 
been lately with me here, making fome friendly Offers 
of Peace, but I am convinced that nothing but a good 
Treatment accompanied with occafional Favors will 
ever enfure a lafting Peace from the jealous Sentiments 
which our Enemies entertain of the Englifti and the 
Prefents the French have accuftomed them to, for the 
Toleration the Indians afforded them in their Country 
infomuch that any future Negled on our Parts will 
immediately produce a difcontent and apprehenfion of 
our Defigns which will inevitably occauon a renewal 
of Hoftihties, fo that a Peace made with thefe People 
without proper fubfequent Steps to remove thefe Jeal- 
oufies and eftablifti a good Opinion with the Indians 
is always liable to be violated to the great Detriment 
of Trade and the certain Deftruftion of the Frontier 
Inhabitants w^ their Dwellings, and the Expence in 
which the Crown muft be involved to fupprefs fuch 
Devaftations will certainly am* to a much greater Sum 
(indep* of the Lofs the Provinces muft fuftain) than 
would conciliate the Affeftions of the Ind* and enable 
us to extend our Settlements and Trade with the ut- 
moft Security. 

I heartily wifti that the Law you have propofed may 

be agreed to by the AJfembly^ as it appears to me highly 

31 neceflary 
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neceffary and eflential as well to the Credit as the Safety 
of the Province. 

I am with great Efteem 

Sir, X our moft obed* humble Serv* 



Letter from Sir JVm. yohnfon to Lieut. Col. Eyre. 

[MSS. of Sir William Tohnfon, viii.] 

Johnson Hall, Jany 29th, 1764. 
Dear Sir : 

I THANK you for your interefting Letter of the 7th 
Inft. which I would have fooner anlwered but for 
the Bufinefs in w«^ I have been engaged for this Fort- 
night paft with a large Number of the 5 Nations and 
fome Seneca Deputies. 

It would have given me much Pleafure to have feen 
you on your Return from Niagara, I difpatched a 
Letter in anfwer to yours, with Direftions that it 
might be left at Ontario till you came back, which I 
hope you received altho' I underftand you did not 
return by that Poll. 

I cannot but coincide in Opinion with you on the 
greateft Part of what you have mentioned on Ind^ 
Affairs, and I could wifli for the good of the Public 
that every Perfon had been of the fame way of think- 
ing, which niight have proved a Means of preventing 
the many Lofles we have lately felt. 

The Caufes to which the Defedion of the Indians 
may be attributed are: Firft. Their Jealoufy of our 
growing Power, and occupancy of the Outpofts where 
they neither met with the fame Treatment nor reaped 
any of the Advantages which they enjoyed in the Time 
of the French. Secondly. The Reports induftrioufly 

propogated 
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ropogated.by many of the French, tending to let our 

engns in the moft odious Light and to reprefent the 
Indians as being on the Brink of being enilaved. 

It will not appear extraordinary that the French who 
had purchafed the Ind* Favour at a high Price fhould 
obtain Credit from fuch a Reprefentation, efpecially 
when there were but too many concurring Circum- 
ftances to ftrengthen the Belief of a People naturally 
credulous and jealous of their Liberties. The Indians 
began with RemonftranCes, reprefented many Griev- 
ances and demanded Redrefs. Their Complaints I 
communicated from Time to Time with my Sentiments 
and Apprehenfions thereon, but the inconiiderable 
Opinion too univerfally entertained, of their fmall 
Power and Abilities occaiioned it to be treated with 
N^le<5t To particularize all their Complaints would 
exceed the Bounds of a Letter ; it will be fufficient to 
obferve that I declared it as my Opinion that the Ih- 
dians would not be totally neglefted, but that (after 
redreft of their Grievances) we (hould cultivate to the 
utmoft of our Power a good Underftanding with them, 
at leaft until we became more formidable and our 
Frontiers better eftablifhed, and this I thought we 
could efFeft at an Expenfe infinitely lefs than any other 
Method, and on Principles the beft adapted for fecur- 
ing Peace, promoting Trade and encreafing our Fron- 
tiers. 

The Expence, Difficulty and Dangers attending 
other Expedients, the ftagnation of Trade, deftruftion 
of our Pofts and Frontiers, and the fmall Advantages 
to be gained by a War with us, are now obvious to 
moft People, and are fo well reprefented in your Letter 
that they need not to be enlarged upon. 

The Difficulty and even fmpoffibility of fecuring 
our Communications or maintaining our Outpofts 

contrary 
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contrary to the Indians Inclinations is very clear to 
me, but I am pretty certain we can purchafe all thefe 
Advantages and fecure their Inclinations by a proper 
Treatment which will gain us a fufficient Credit with 
them, and awe of this Country, as it will remove all 
their Prejudices and which no other Steps can effeft. 
The inland fmall Pofts don't appear to me very necef- 
fary, they are too great a Temptation to the Ind" when- 
ever they are induced to quarrel, and from their Dis- 
tance and difficulty of obtaining Succours muft always 
fall into their Hands. The fame Reafons induce me 
to think, that the Perfons and Property of Traders 
would be fafe amongft them, for whilft there are any 
French there, they will certainly thro* Jealoufy pro- 
mote a Quarrel, and even were there none there the 
Expence of tranfporting Goods is fo great, that they 
muft fell at a Price which would not be agreable to the 
Indians as well as be guilty of many Frauds not in the 
Power of an Officer to difcover or prevent. Whereas 
the Indians (who think little of going a great way to 

f)urchafe NeceflSuies) would find them cheaper at our 
arce Pofts, and the Traders would be lefs expofed to 
Rifque. 

Wherever we can have a good Communication by 
Water, we might tolerably well maintain Pofts, and if 
fome fmall Veffels are kept up on Lake £nV, Detroit or 
even Michilimackinac might be kept up, the latter being 
well iituated for drawing down the northern Furs. 
After all that can be faid, we ftiall be liable to many 
Broils, till the French Inhabitants and Jefuits are re- 
moved, the latter (being no longer a Society in France) 
we might very well appropriate their Lands to his 
Majefty's Ufe. I dare fay they would be fufficient to 
endow a Bi/hoprick in Canada, and for good Miffiona- 
ries, and I imagine an Epifcopal Foundation in that 

Country 
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Country would greatly contribute to bring over the 
French, and make good Subjefts of them in Time. 

The late Offers of Peace made by fome of the Na- 
tions has been greatly promoted by the Attachment 
the 5 NationSy Indians of Canada^ &c. have manifefted 
during the Courfe of the War, which makes our Ene- 
mies dread they will accompany our Troops againft 
them in the Spring, for they have much more Reafon 
to fear Indians than the beft Troops in the World. 

Indeed the beforement* Nations have made me fo 
many Offers of Service that I have no doubt of their 
Sincerity, and I am now fending out a confiderable 
Party of Oneidas and Tufcaroras who I hope will greatly 
diftrefs our Enemies, as well as convince them that we 
are not without Allies of their own fort. This will 
likewife contribute to difunite them, a Circumftancc 
too important to be neglefted. 

Whenever the prefent unhappy Trouble (hall be 
ended by an Accomodation, I truA fuch Meafures will 
be taken at Home as may enfure a lafting Peace to 
the Northern Colonies, on which Subjcft I have lately 
received Ibme Letters from the Lords of Trade exprefl- 
ing his Majefty's favourable Sentiments and thofe of 
their Lordmips concerning my late Rcprefentations. 

I am heartily forry to hear that the Animofities in 
England have not fubfided, as fuch Party Differences 
muft greatly prejudice public Affairs and tend to divert 
the Attention of the Miniftry from many important 
Objeds of public Concern. 

Letter 
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Letter from John R. Han/en to Sir Wm. "John/on. 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, viii.] 

Schoharie, Capt. Thos. Eckkers, ) 
Feby ift, 1764. j 
Honoured Sir : 

AFTER Lt. Coll. Van Derhyden's muftering my 
Men, I immediately march'd for this rlace 
where I arrived with my Men 28th of January, and 
have proceeded perfuant to your Order in getting the 
Men quartered in the moft convenient Manner with 
the Advice of the Juftices and Cap*" of Militia. 

I have fince fent one of my L*«to the uppermoft 
Part oi Scohare with a Command of 16 Men, which 
was judged moft neceflary, whom I have ordered to be 
ftation'd in the beft Manner the Situation of that Part 
would permitt off. 

The remainder 34 Men' I have with Advice quar- 
tered within a Mile hereabout, if there ftiou'd be any 
Occation to fend out Scouting Parties there's no Pofli- 
bility of getting any Snow Shoes, at this Place, if they 
ftiou'd be wanted. 

I am. Honoured Sir, 

Yours at Command, 

John R. Hansen. 

To the HonW® Sir Wm. Johnfon, Bart. 

Extraft 
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ExtraB from a Letter from Ferrall Wade to Sir 
William Johnfon. 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, viii.] 

Philad* Feby 6th, 1764. 
Sir: 

YOUR Fav' of the 5th Jan^ was handed me a few 
Days ago, which J ftiould have anfwered before 
now but being in continual Alarms on account of a 
Numb' of People comeing from the Frontiers in Arms 
with an Intent to murder all the Indians in this City 
and under the ProteAion of this Government, but the 
Opofition they met with by moft Part of the Iijiabit- 
ants being in a Pofture of Defence obliged them to 
return as they came, excepting two, which was apointed 
to lay fome Grievances before the Government. 

« 4: 4e « 



Letter from Sir William "Johnfon to Gen. Burton. 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, viii.] 

Johnson Hall, Feby nth, 1764. 
Sir: 

GAPT. Claus, my Deputy for Canada will deliver 
you this, as I would not fend him to this Duty 
without doing myfelf the Pleafure of writing you, as 
well as giving you fome Account of the prefent State 
of Affairs in this Quarter. 

The Indians of five out of the fix Nations who from 
the Commencement of the prefent Indian War have 
ftiewn great Zeal and Attachment towards the Englifti 
have thereby preferved thefe Frontiers and the import- 
ant 
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ant Communication to Ontario, both of which muft 
have inevitably fallen but for their Fidelity. As I am 
now impowered to comply with their Requeft of going 
upon Service, I have accordingly equipped a party of 
near 200 Indians accompanied by fev* Indian Officers, 
&c. who marched two Days ago (nothwithftanding the 
Snow is here 3 Feet deep) againft the Delawares, Sha- 
wanefe and others our Enemies in that Quarter, and I 
have great Hopes that their Operations will be attended 
with Succefs, as it muft appear evident that they are 
the beft calculated to go in queft of one another, and 
that the engaging them as rarty's in the War, will 
efFeftually create a Divifion among them w'ch will 
prove a great Check to their Power hereafter. 

As the Indians of Canada have likewife afted a very 

f;ood Part and made me Offers of Service when here 
aft Year, I ftiall likewife put their Zeal to a Trial, no- 
thing doubting but it muft ftrike a great Damp on the 
Spirits of our (hitherto elated) Enemies, when they 
fee the Strength of our Alliances and that they are 
liable to be attacked on all Sides even by their own 
Sort, which will greatly contribute to the Succefs of 
the approaching Campaign, and make our Enemies 
very cautious how they violate a Peace hereafter with a 
People who can employ one Nation againft another. 

Capt. Claus will give you any further Particulars 
neceflary for your Information on the prefent Pofture 
of Affairs in the Indian Department. 

I fincerely wifh you an eafy and agreable Govern- 
ment and remain with much efteem, 
Sir, &c. 

Letter 
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Letter from Thomas McKee to Sir William Johnfon. 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, viii.] 

Hon. Sir: 

MY Son returned Home the ift Inft, when I was 
honoured with your Warrant, Inftrudions and 
Favour of the 3d January. I was extremely forry to 
hear of your Indifpoiition & fincerely hope you had a 
fpeedy Recovery. 

I make no doubt but my Son at that Time informed 
you of the Condud of the Frontier Inhabitants of this 
l^rovince^ who murdered fix Conniftogo Indians at 



^ The Difordcrs here alluded to 
have been known in Hiftory as the 
Paxton Riots, from having origin- 
ated in the little Town of Paxton 
on the Eaft Bank of the Sufquehanna, 
a Place which had been burned, 
and many of its Inhabitants butch- 
ered in 1755. A Band of Rangers 
had been formed here under the 
Aufpices of the Rev. John Elder, 
under the Command of Matthew 
§mith. The irritation of Feeling 
towards the domefticated Indians on 
the Sufquehanna, in Confequence 
pf fome Murders by unknown Par- 
ties, led the Government to gather 
the Moravian Indian Converts of 
Nain, and Wecquetank near the 
Lehigh, and of Wyalufing near 
Wyoming, numbering about 140 
Perfons, to Philadelphia for Protec- 
tion. It required all its Strength 
to proteft the defencelefs and peace- 
ful Indians from the ferocious Abufe 
of the excited Frondermen, and as 
they pafled on their way to the 

32 



Afylum provided they were every- 
where threatened, and at German- 
town came nigh being murdered by 
the Mob that followed them. They 
were marched to the Barracks but 
the Soldiers rcfiifed to receive them 
and boldly fct the Governor's Or- 
ders at defiance. After (landing 
ieveral Hours before the Barracks 
furrounded by the infuldng Mob, 
they were marched down the Street 
and conduced to Providence Ifland 
below the City, where Buildings 
were haftily prepared for them by 
die Quaker?, 

About the Middle of December, 
1763, it was reported to Smith, 
Leader of the Paxton Rangers, that 
an Indian who had conmiitted fome 
Depredadons, had been traced to 
Caneftoga, a fmall Iroquois Setde- 
ment near the Sufquehanna, and not 
far from Lancafter. Without wait- 
ing for a Coniirmadon of the Story 
or its Circumftances, a Rcfoludon 
was at once formed^ with tlic Con- 

their 
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their Town near Lancafter, being aU that were at Home 
at that Time except two Boys who made their Efcape 
from them. The remaining Part fourteen in Number, 
Women and Children, bemg difoerf'd through the 
Country were feized by the Sheriff and Magiftrates of 
the County and confined in the Work houfe of Lancas- 
ter, in order to guard them, but upon the back In- 
habitants receiving Information of this, they again 



fequences detailed in the above Let- 
ter. Mr. Elder ufed all his Influ- 
ence to divert his Neighbours from 
their barbarous Purpofe, as they 
were about to fet out for Lancafter, 
but with the Fury of Demons they 
rufhed forward on their Errand of 
Blood. Breaking into the Jail on 
the 27th of December, they mur- 
dered fourteen Men, Women and 
Children. Before the Magiftrates 
and Citizens could be rallied the 
white Savages were gone, and no- 
thing remained to be done but to 
give decent Burial to the mangled 
and mutilated Remains of theie 
friendly Natives. The News of 
this Outrage quickly ipread through 
the Country and aroufed the Qua- 
kers in particular to loud and bitter 
Denunciations of the A61. The 
Memory of Indian Murders, ftill 
frefli throughout the frontier Coun- 
ties, led many to iympathize with 
the Rioters, to which they were ra- 
ther inftigated than deterred by the 
indifcriminate and fweeping Abuie 
of the Quajcers, which included not 
only the Rioters themfelves, but the 
whole Prefbyterian Se6l. Embold- 
ened by this Sentiment, the guilty 
Parties openly proclaimed their 
Achievement 9s in the higheft De- 



gree meritorious, defended it by 
Reafon and Scripture^ and de^ed the 
civil Authorities in any Attempt at 
Punifhmcnt. 

They even went further, and 
reeking with the Blood of the paf- 
five Vidtims of their Fury, they re- 
folved to complete the Work of 
Death upon the Moravian Indians 
gathered at Philadolphia. An aim- 
ed Mob marched towards that City 
at about the laft of December, with 
the avowed Purpofe of Murder, if 
not of overturning the Government 
and expelling the Quakers, whole 
Sympathies with the Indians were 
bitterly denounced and whofe Mo<r 
tives were unfcrupuloufly impugned. 
At Midnight on the 4th of January, 
the Authorities, hearing of the Ap- 
proach of this Party, haftily march- 
ed the Indians through the Streets, 
and having bqen fupplied by their 
Friends with a few Neceflfaries, they 
were efcortod to Trenton, and from 
thence to Amboy, with the View of 
fending them to the Protedion of 
Sir William Johnibn; but before 
nodfying either him or the Govern- 
ment of New York of this Intendon 
or aiking Permiflion. 

At Amboy diey were met by a 
pofidve Order from the Governor 

aiTembled 
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aflembled themfelves in a Body and came down armed 
to Lancafter, broke open the Work houfe and in a 
moft inhuman Manner butchered the whole, fparing 
neither Women or Children, an Adion I look upon 
not inferior to any of the Cruelties committed by the 
Savages fince the Commencement of the late or pre- 
fent War. As to my Knowledge thefe Indians have 
lived all their Lives within eight Miles of Lancafter, 



of New York, forbidding their En- 
trance into that Province, and foon 
after from theGovcmorof New Jcr- 
fey, requiring them to leave the Ter- 
ritory of that Province. They were 
marched back to Philadelphia under 
a Guard of Regulars, and quartered 
in the Barracks where the Soldiers, 
conquered by the meek Endurance 
and patient Suffering of the Indians, 
received them. The Paxton Boys 
hearing of the Return of their Vic- 
tims, rallied in great Numbers, the 
City was thrown into Uproar, and 
for fcvcral Days it was the Scene of 
intenfe Excitement, and aftive Pre- 
paration for Defenie. The Ad- 
vance of the Infurgents was checked 
by this Show of Refiilance, and the 
Affair finally ended in Negotiation. 
The humane and fagacious Sir 
William Johnfon, perceiving the 
Perils that would attend the March 
of thefe Indians through the Interior, 
;upon application immediately de- 
vUed a Plan for their removal from 
Amboy to Albany, and their Sup- 
port among his friendly Indians 
until the Tumult was over. The 
Victims of thefe Riots, (hut up in 
their Barracks, fuffered dreadnilly 
from the Small Pox, which deftroy- 
ed a third of their Number. In 
about a Year after their Arrival, 



quiet having been reftored in the 
back Settlements, and Peace with all 
the Northern Tribes, thefe Converts 
were allowed to return wid\ their 
Miilionaries to their wafted Fields, 
and the Sites of their burned Cabins, 
on the Banks of the Sufquehanna. 

The Government was too fenfi- 
ble of the cxafperated Feeling which 
prevailed in the Interior to attempt 
any Arrefts until nearly eight Years 
after, when Lazarus Stewart was 
apprehended on a Charge of mur- 
dering the Indians at Coneftoga. 

Learning that his Trial was to 
come off" in Philadelphia, where 
Convi^ion would have been certain, 
he broke Jail, called a Number of 
old Affbciates around him, and fet- 
tii^ the Provincial Government of 
Pennfylvania at Defiance, withdrew 
to Wyoming- and joined the Con- 
ne£licut Settlers in that Valley. It 
is not improbable that the Defola- 
tion of that Setdement by the In- 
dians and their Tory Companions 
in the Revolution, a few Years after, 
may have had fome Connection 
with their Knowledge of the Retreat 
of the former Butchers of their 
Kindred. (Parkman^s Fontiac; 
Lojkiels Haxaris Pa, Regifter ; 
Ruffs York and Lancafter; Spark/s 
Franklin.) 

in 
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in Peace and Quietnefs with their Neighbours, and 1 
do not believe were ever concerned againft us. 

The Government made fome faint Efforts to find 
the Heads of thefe People, which only encourage their 
Impudence, as I am informed a few Days agoe, to the 
Number of three hundred afifembled themfefvcs in 
Arms and came down to Philad* in order to cut off 
fome Indians the Government have here, but upon 
fome Promifes being made them by the Government, 
they have diflfuaded them from murdering thole in 
Philad* and they are returned Home again, and they 
now carry Things to great Length as to threaten the 
Lives of fundry private People who have not agreed 
with them in Opmions but condemned this as a moft 
deteftable Murder, and not only contrary to the Laws 
of Government but Chriftianity, and every thing that 
ought to diftinguiih us from Savages, as this leaves us 
no Room to find Fault with their killing our innocent 
People in cold Blood, as they may now fay we are 
fatiated in the fame Manner on them. I ftiould be far 
from efpoufing their Caufe did I not think they were in- 
nocent, as no Perfon has fuffered more by the Savages 
than I have done, and I ftiould have thought the People 
who have thus behaved more excufable if they had cut off 
in Philad* maintained at the Public Expence, as there 
is fome Reafon to believe that fome of thefe have afted 
againft us. But the others in a Manner were become 
white People, and expefted the fame Protedion fi-om 
us. I thought proper to acquaint your Ho' with this 
Affair, as you might perhaps want to acquaint the In- 
dians with the true Circumftances relating to it. 

My Son prefents his Compliments to your Honour 
and begs if you have not fent a Warant for his Ace* 
that you would be kind enough to forward one as foon 
as it may be convenient to you & if it likewife Aiits 

your 
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your Conveniency I fhould be glad your Hon' would 
accompany it with one to me for lome Money, as I 
am really at prefent in Neceflity. 

I have nothing further to add, but that I am with 
greateft Refpeft, your Honour's 

moft obedient and very humble Servant, 



^/i(^f-rn^S J^-y- cJ) 



Part of a Letter from Colonel Bradjireet to General 

Amherjl. 

[Bradflrcct and Amherft MSS., p. 146.] 

Albany, 20th Feb. 1764. 
Dear Sir : 

YOUR Excellency's Favor of the 13th Inftant was 
delivered me yefterday. The Boats for 2000 
Men only have long fince been built and I diredly ftopt 
building any more untill your farther Directions. 

To fix the Number of Carriages [at] the Carrying 
Place at Niagara, it will be neceflary to know whether 
you would have all the Provifions, Stores, &c. tranf- 
ported acrofs before the Troops proceed to any other 
Service, and what Number or Days you would have 
taken up on that Service only. Gen^ Amherft talk'd 
to me of leaving 600 Men at the Poft to the weftward 
of Neagara with 1 8 Month Provifions ; if. that is ftill 
to be the Cafe, and our whole Numbers amount to no 
more than 2000, it will require about dooo Barrells 
(for your Ex. knows we ftiould not count by Ounces 

but 
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but give a proper Allowance for the Kind of Service) 
which will take 50 Ox Carts 1 5 Days to carry it a crofe 
at a full Load of 8 Barrells each Trip, exclufive of 
every thing for the Veffels & Pofts to be eftablifhed ; 
but if Accidents, which we certainly muft expeft from 
the Diftance the Cattle have to co & the badnefs of 
great Part of the Road, of which Major Moncrief can 
inform you, the Time required would be much longer. 

As for the Boats I ftiall begin to provide as many 
Horfes & Carriages as fhall be fufficient to carrying 
them over with the Baggage of Troops in Proportion 
to the Ox Carts. By this your Excellency fees it is 
mod probable the Tranfportation at Neagara will laft 
three Weeks at leaft; a long Time indeed, but it 
would be impertinent in me to urge to one fo well in- 
formed as you are of their Treachery and good Senfe 
of the Savages the abfolute Neceffity of entering this 
inland Country with a Difpatch hitherto thought by 
them imprafticable in us, and more particularly fo 
fliould our Strength fall fo prodigiouify ftiort of the 
Threats denounced againft them & the Pains taken to 
let them know it and therefore doubt not you will 
think it neceffary to direA me to augment the Number 
of Carriages to do the Work in the Number of Days 
you fliall judge we ought to remain on that Carrying 
Place. 

I take it for granted I muft provide Teamfters & 
Waggons, but in this I (hall not aft untill I receive 
your Exl" Direftions upon it. 

I hope Gov. Murray^ will not difappoint you, and 
I alfo hope the Eaftem Affemblys will think no Credit 
ought to be given to an Indian Peace but what comes 

^ Jambs Murray had been ap- 21ft of November previous. Here- 
pointed Governor of Canada on the mained in Office until June« i j66. 
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to their .... direftly from you, which I am perfuaded 
they need not expeA this Spring. 

Letter from Henry Monture^ Wm. Hare and John 
Johnjion to Sir William Johnfon. 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, viii.] 

Kaunawau Kohare, Feb. ^i, 1764. 
Sir William : 

SIR: The Bearer hereof pleafe to deliver eight 
Dollars for which we war forc'd to do for the good 
of the Service, for a Hog for the Warriours to make a 
Feaft as we could not do any otherwafe as'tha faid it was 
a cuftomary Thing and they hope Sir William would 
not make any Differance now, and pleafe to fend Paper 
and Sealing Wax up to their Prieft as I have ufed fome 
of his Paper and Wax. A Quire and Stick of Sealing 
Wax. Pleafe to fend no more, but we remain 
Your bumy«Serv*» 

Henry Monture, 
William Hare, 
Jqhn Johnston. 



The Same to the Same. 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, vii.] 

KuANA Wahohare, Feb. 21, 1764. 
Sir William : 

AFTER our RefpeAs to you we muft inform you 
of the Reafon orour detainment here, at this Place, 
we being in great Confufion here ever fince our Arrival 
for R^ion why, becaufe one Conokuiafi and one big 

Nichols 
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Nichols of Oneida haft fent two Belts through the Six 
Nations to the Sinackefs to tell them of all our Der 
figns and force this Caftle to likewife comply with their 
evil Purpofes, and one young Warrior called Wyyau- 
taukeen from old Oneida has iaid he would very foon 
fcalp fome white People and then immediately fly to 
the Six Nations, and there is one of the Head Warriors 
call* Cut the Pumpkin has fent Word hje will meet us 
at Teurogoa to try what we are, and he wifhes to fee 
Jacob the Mikouder^ of Stockbridge as he is fo long a 
coming when he could have the Impudence to pre- 
tend to withfland him. Laft Evening we received 
yours dated the 12th Inftant wherein we acquainted the 
Indians your giving your Love to theire Warriors and 
Chiefs and then your Defire of their exciting them- 
felves in this Affair, depending which ftiould never be 
forgot, and would redound unto their Credit hereafter, 
and your Defire of our puihing on and not delaying out^ 
Time in Things of no Confeauence or Moment, and 
likewife the hearty Wifhes of^ all the Governors and 
Chiefs of the Country and Prayer of all good People. 
The Anfwer of the Indians to your Letter : 
Friend and loving Brother Wawaukaugee, we return 
you Thanks for your good Will and Complement to 
us and likewife the Complement of the Governors and 
Chiefs. We fhould have been fet out before had it 
not .been for them Belts fent by Conokgorafle and 
Nichols as we had Reafons to think what would be 
the Confequehces that might likely attend us and this 
Body of our Enemy coming down againft us, for which 
Realons Brother, we muft acquaint you that yefterday 
our Chief Warrior Cowaha fet out forOnandaug in order 
to fee if the upper Nations would come down at the re-r 

1 Mohegan. 

quefl 
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queft of them Belts and he to try his beft to alter there 
Minds and fend them back, and at his Return they 
imagen the whole Party will joyn us. However tomor- 
row Morning early we fet [out] from this on our March 
for Auqquage and what Warriors have a Mind to joyn 
us to proceed and the reft to follow us as foon as Go- 
waha returns. Thefe Indians defire you would fend 
for thefe Fellows to know the Meaning of their fending 
this Belt and let fome of thefe Indians come down alfo 
along with them that he may hear what they have to fay 
for themfelves. The aforefaid Cut the Pumpkin fent 
Word by Capt. Monture to come along as he would be 
very glad to fee him, and we hope Sir William will hurry 
all of them that is behind to pufti up to Auqauage 
to joyn us fo as in Cafe of a Retreat that we will be 
able to pufh on them again and indeavour to rout 
them. The Indians of this Caftle requeft of Sir Wil- 
liam that you would be fo good as to fupply their 
Women with Provifions if required at Fort Stanwix 
in a reafonable Manner and that what few Men there 
is left accordingly you will fupply them with Fire Arms 
and Ammunition, and fuch Things as they will be 
ihort of in cafe of an Attack. 

No more at prefent, but our Advice to you, to be 
on your guard in and on every Part of the Mohawk 
River, Schohary, Stone Rauby and Cherry Vally. 
We remain your fincear and ever devoted hum^ Serv*» 
till Death. 

Henry Monture, 
William Hare, 
John Johnston. 
3:i Letter 
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Letter from Robert McKeen^ to Sir Wm. Johnfon. 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, viii.] 



Sir: 



Cherry Valley, February 25th, 1764. 



I HAVE thought proper to acquaint you with the 
prefent State of my Company and have the Pleaf- 
ure to acquaint you that they are all in a good State 
and in hign Spirits. 

I have kept a regular Guard at Capt. Wells^ ever 
fince I arrived at this Settlement, and reviews my Men 
every Week and has them ftationed in the beft Man- 
ner I could for the Proteftion of this Settlement. 

I fhould be glad if your Honour wou'd let me know 
if it is neceffary to fend a monthly Return to the Lt. 
Governor. 

I am Sir your moft Humble Serv* 




^ Captain McKean refided at 
Cherry Valley and early in 1 776 
raifed a Company of Rangers for 
the Protedion of diat Place. He 
was an entcrprifing and fearlefs Par- 
tizan, and was mortally wounded in 
the Summer of 1781 in an Expedi- 
tion againft a Tory Band in the 
Border of Schoharie Co. — Camp- 
heirs ^rjon Co. 

^ Mr. Robert Wells and his 
Family perifhed in the Maflacre of 



Cherry Valley, Nov. 11, 1778. 
The Family conMed of himfelf, 
his Mother and Wife, and four 
Children, his Brother and Sifter 
and three DomefUcks, not one of 
them efcapcd excepting John, one 
of the Children, who happened to 
be abfent at School at Schenectady. 
A Tory boafted that he icilled Mr. 
Wells while at Prayer. — CampheUs 
Trjon Co, 

P. s. 
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P. S. In Cafe of an Alarm my Men is always in 
readinefs to aflfemble at the Place appointed for an 
alarm Poft. 

A monthly Return of Captain Robert McKeans 
Company or Provincials now lying at Cherry Valley, 
Febuary 25th, 1764. 

Prejent for Duty. 

Captain, ----- i 

Lieutenants, - - - - 2 

Rank and File, - - - 50 

Total, - - -S3 

Robert McKeen, Capt. 



Letter from Sir Wm. Johnfon to Gov. John Penn. 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, viii.] 

Johnson Hall, Feby 27th, 1764.. 
Sir: 

THE Exprefs delivered me your Favor of the 7th 
laft Night concerning the perfecuted Indians 
now in Philadelphia. The Rancours with which they 
have been purfued by the Rioters is as extraordinary as 
it may be dangerous to the Public, and leaft their Defigns 
might be put in Execution I cannot but approve of 
your Propofal of fending them hither, for fhould they 
fall a Sacrifice to unjuft Refentment it muft certainly 
occafion a Breach with all the Friend Indians. 

The fending them thro' the back Parts of the Coun- 
try at this Time might fubjed them to the Infults of 
the Rioters, neither would it be prafticable. I think 
the fafeft and beft Way would be, what you propofe 
of fending them by Water from Amboy to Albany, 
after which I fhall difpofe of them (altho' it will bring 

fome 
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fome Expenfe on the Crown) amongft the Friend In- 
dians whilft the prefent Ferment continues. I ftiall 
accordingly write immediately to Governor Colden, 
and reprefent the Neceffity of removing thefe Indians 
for a Time, as highly eflential to our Interefts and the 
public Safety, and I ftiall requeft the Governor in cafe 
ehe Government has no ObjeAion to their coming to 
give you Notice that no Time may be loft. 

I am Sir your moft obed* & moft Humble Serv* 

To the Hon'ble Gov' Penn. 



Letter from Sir Wm. Johnfon to Lieut. Gov. Colden. 

[MSS. of Sir WiUum Johnfon, viii.] 

Johnson Hall, Feb'y 28th, 1764. 
Dear Sir : 

I HAVE juft received your Favour of the 17th Inft. 
as alfo a Letter pr Exprefs from Gov' Penn rep- 
refenting the late audacious Attempts of the Rioters to 
murder the Indians under the Protedion of Philadel- 
phia, as alfo his Apprehenftons concerning their future 
Safety there, on wnich acc't he propofes Tending them 
by Land thro' his Government or elfe by Water from 
Amboy to Albany. The former may fubjed them to 
too many Infults and Hazards, and as I am well fatiftied 
that ftiould thefe Indians or any of them fall a Sacrifice 
after what has already happened, it will prove highly 
prejudicial to our Affairs as well as dangerous to the 

¥ublic Security, I cannot avoid recommending the 
^ropofal of tranfoorting them by Water to Albany, 
after which I ftiall difpofe of them amongft the Indians 
here till matters are accommodated. If it is Judged 

advifable 
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advifable a Line from you to Gov' Penn will enable 
him to take the neceffary Steps without lofs of Time. 

Whenever any thing farther tranfpires relative to 
Mr. Lydius,^ I fhall let you know it. I am told that 
one of his Sons has been lately thro' the Country in 
Company of a Juftice of the Peace to obtain Affidavits 
for wnat Purpofe I know not, but probably in fupport 
of his Claims. 

IJle la Mottt^ is firppofed to be to the fouthward of 
the 45th Degree of Latitude, but perhaps on future 
Obfervations it may appear in the ^ebec Government. 
The Lands above the Great Falls on Otter Creek may 
be good tho' a good deal out of the way for fmall a 
Trad.^ There is a fmall Piece of Land within about 



^ Among the extravagant Grants 
of Land made by Governor Fletcher 
which have rendered his Name a 
Synonym for Corraption, and occa- 
fioned among other Things his Re- 
call and Di^race^ was that of a 
Tra£l covering eight hundred and 
forty fquare Miles in the prefent 
County of Wafhington, N. Y. and 
the fouthem Part of Vermont.^ This 
Tra^ was granted Sept. 3, 1696, 
to the Rev. Godfredius Dellius, 
Minifter at Albany, for the annual 
Rent of one Raccoon Skin, payable 
annually, on the Feafl Day of the 
Annunciation, at the City of New 
YorL The Grant was annulled by 
the General Affembly of the Colo- 
ny, May 12, 1699, but Dellius 
denied the Authority of that Body, 
and continued to regard the Claim 
as valid. He foon after fold his 
Claim in Holland to the Rev. John 
Lydius, his SucceiTor in the Paftoral 
relation at Albany. His Son, Col. 



Lydius, to give additional Claim to 
this Tide, made a Settlement on 
the Hudfon at Fort Edward and 
engaged in Trade with the Indians. 
In 1744 ^^ Houfe was captured 
and burned by the Indians, and a 
Son was carried Prifoner to Canada. 
The Writer refers in the Text to 
Efforts made by this Family to fub- 
ftanriatc their Title to this Trad. 
(Tranfaaions of N. Y. State Jg. 
Soc, vol, viiu) 

^ Now in Vermont, forming a 
Part of Grand Iflc County. It Ses 
inLat.44^ 57m. and Long. 3^ 41m. 
E. from Wafhington. It is 28 
Miles N. W. from Burlington, 13 
Weft from St. Albans, and contains 
4,620 Acres. It was firft fettled 
about 1785, and is celebrated for 
its extenfive Umeftone Quarries, 
which afford a black Marble. 

* It will be remembered that at 

3 
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3 Miles of Lake George, on the Road leading from 
Fort Edward. Pleafe to inform me whether it can be 
granted, but I find at the back of my Patent here and 
at lo or 12 Miles from the River, afmall Piece which 
is an Intervale and I fhould be greatly obliged to you 
if you would grant it, on the Indians confenting thereto. 
Lieut. Johnfon^ will have a Certificate fliortly from 
Gen. Gage as you defire. 

Ther^ are now feveral Partys marched againft the 
Enemy,2 one of thefe amounts to about 200 Indians, 
many more are coUeding to follow them and my whole 
Time is occupied in Conferences, in fitting out Parties, 
&c. The Indians will not be difcouraged by the 
Rigors of the Seafon. The Pofts I have fent them to 
are the Forks and Branches of Ohio and Sufque- 
hanna, where many of our Enemies refide, and the 
Alacrity which our Friend Indians manifeft gives me 
great Reafon to hope I fliall fliortly have the Pleafure 
of acquainting you that they have in a great Meafure 
deftroyed and removed thefe dangerous Enemies who 
have infefted the neighboring Frontiers. 
I am, &c. 

P. S. One Mr. Tice of Schenedady has been men- 
tioned to me as a very proper Perfon for a Provincial 
Compy I muft beg leave to recommend him to your 
Notice, f\\o^ fuch be raifed, as he has ferved as an 
Ofllicer for fome Years. 

thbPeriod the Colony of New York peculiarly favored in thefe Allot- 
claimed Jurifdidion over the Ter- ments of the King's Domain, 
ritory embraced b the prefent Sate , ^^^^^^. ^ gir John Johnfon', 
of Vermont, and were granting <, -© j j 

Lands in lavifh Proflidon, in Quan- 
tities of a whole Townfhip at a * The Saccels of one of thefe 
Time. Sir William Johnfon was Parties is related in a fucceeding 

Letter, dated March 2, 1764. 

Letter 



Digitized by 



Google 



Indian Wars 2^1763 and 1764. 255 

Letter from Henry Monture^ Wm. Hare and John 
Johnjlon to Sir William "Johnfon. 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, viii.] 

AuQOucE,^ Feb. 28, 1764. 
Sir William : 

WE have the Pleafure to inform you of fome Part 
of our Succefs, which if failed of fome Parts of 
the Mohawk River muft unavoidably fufFer, as we fuf- 
ped Cherry Vally or Schoharey. 

The Prifoners we fend to you as a Token of our 
proficuting your Inftrudions as far as we are able; the 
Commander Sir William will iingal out and feveral of 
them as principal Murderers during the War and re- 
ward them according to their Defert. The Woman 
bringing down we adjudge as Scheme that they might 
*ftot be lufpeded they are Murderers that has been and 
they have come fome of them from Kanifteo. So we 
leave Sir William to ad as he pleafes. 

We remain your ever Devoted and hum^ Ser*^ 

Henry Monture, 
John Johnston, 
William Hare. 

Pleafe to excufe the Pen and Hafte, one of the Pri- 
foners a young Man had the Impudence to bring fome 
Englifh Prifoners through this Place. 

* Endorfed Oghquago, and vari- towards the River on both Sides, 

oafly written as Onohcghwage, forming a beautiful Vale of three 

Auqoage,Oucqoago,Oghquaga,&c. or four Miles in Length, and from 

It was fituated on the Eaft Branch a Mile to a Mile and a half in Widdi, 

of the Sufquehanna in the prefent where the Indians refidcd in great 

Town of Windfor, Broome Co., Numbers prior to and during the 

N. Y. The Hills here flope gently Revolutionary War. 

The 
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The Same to the Same. 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, viii.] 

AuQOAUGE, Feb. 28, 1764, 
Sir William : 

THIS Day with Pleafure we can acquaint you of 
our Proceedings and Succefs, after our Arrival, 
which we fliall deliver to you in the following Maner 
from the Indians : 

After our Love and Refped to you as Governor &; 
Chief, and then to the Commander of the feveral dif- 
ferent Places in America. Firft three Days after our 
Arrival at this our Settlement we were informed that 
a Body of our Enemies were arrived here and going 
down under fome Pretence to thQ River, but on the 
contrary we fufpeft to do Damage as they formerly 
have done to kill, burn and deftroy, being noted for 
murdering, notorious Villains. Laft Night we feized 
feven of there chief Warriors here in our Caftle and the 
famous Captain Bull of their Party, after fome little 
Refiftance, bound them Hand and Feet. This Morn- 
ing we all fet out for their Encampment, and unbe- 
knowing to them about Day, feized eleven Men of 
there Warrors and eight Women and three Children, 
which make twenty-nme in Number. 

And now Brother you fee our Fidelity in opening 
the Door and we hope you will confider our Care, and 
that we lay expofed to Cenfure and ill Will of all Na- 
tions that are not found in the Caufe. We hope you 
will look into our Cafe and liften to us as well as we 
liften to you, as we think we are equally bound to 
each other. Confider Brother that this our Settlement 
and Chininga and Chuknut are our Bounderies of 

Friendfhip 
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Friendfhip fo as we exped you will liften to our Re- 
queft, that is to fend a Party of Men to Conawa Ro- 
nare^ at Oneida and another Party to this our Settle- 
ment at Auqqoage of a Safeguard for our Women and 
Children, and to hurry all Partys of Warriors to come 
to our Afliftance immediately as we are very weak at 
prefent and make no delay. So after our Arrival we 
round all our Warriors as redy to execute and defign 
as we were ready to propofe, but we are forry to think 
that the Oneidas differ 10 much in their way of think- 
ing and that is one of the Reafons we requeft a fafe 
Guard, and when we heard the Sound of our Brother 
Warriors coming from you and from Conawa Rohare 
it revived our Spirits and was like a pleafing Toy to 
a Child or like a Phyfick that refrefh a fick or weak 
Bodye, fo as tho we are delay'd from proceding untill 
we get more Afliftance. 

lou ufed to fay that your Body was light and it 
was only the Word for you to fay March, and every 
one muft con^ply and you was never fhort of Provi- 
fion. 

Tomorrow we fend the Prifoners by the way of 
Onida, for the Reafon that perhaps that fome of the 
Friends of the Prifoners xfxvj meet each other and breed 
^ Quarrel. No more, but we remain 

Your trufty Brother Indians. 

Attefted by us, 

Henry Monture, 
William Hare, 
John Johnston, 

^ Staled in a fubfequent Letter* twelve Miles of Onci44 L«ke. See 
dated March 2, 1 764, to be within p. 269. 

34 Letter 
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Letter from Sir Wm. "Johnfon to Maj. General Gage. 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, viii.] 

Johnson Hall, March ift, 1764. 
Dear Sir : 

I HAVE had the Pleafure of your Letters of the 
13 th and 20th ult^' and embrace the firft Opportu- 
nity which Time has permitted of anfwering them. 

The exad Number of Indians who may accompany 
the Army muft be uncertain, nor is it poffible to know 
how many they will confift of. The prefent Spirit 
amongft them gives me great Hopes of a powerful 
Affiftance and I fhall ufe every Endeavour in my Power 
to keep it up for this Purpofe. I apprehend however 
that I may rely with Conndence on the Attendance of 
4 or 500, perhaps they may be twice that Number, 
but it will greatly depend on Circumilances and the 
Time I fliallhave given me to colled them with the 
help of feveral proper Indian Officers who muft necef- 
farily be appointed for that Purpofe. The Friend 
Indians in general will readily joyn either againft the 
weftern Nations or the Shawanefe and Delawares, and 
if Affairs are not fpeedily fettled between us and the 
Senecas, I have no doubt but they will march alfo 
againft them. 

I apprehend the Shawanefe and Delawares will fufFer 
greatly from the Party s I have already fent out, and 
mall continue to fend againft them, which will make 
eafy Work for the Troops on the Campaign. Thefe 
two Nations appear the moft determined but their 
Party decreafes, many of them have already fallen off on 
hearing the determination of our Friends and I am 
hopeful they will (as Affairs are now circumflanced) be 

unable 
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unable to perfuade the weftern Nations to renew Hos- 
tilities, efpecially as the latter will fhortly difcover that 
fuch a Proceeding muft involve them in a War with 
the Friend Indians, which they would by no means 
relifh. The like Reafons will (I hope) have the fame 
EfFed on the Senecas which will prove of great Service 
to us, as the Indians in general would certainly pro- 
ceed with greater Alacrity againft the reft. 

Many Steps have already been taken by the Friend 
Indians to bring over the Senecas, to which their In- 
adivity for fome Time paft muft be chiefly attributed, 
and I truft that the Belts and Meflages lately fent to 
them will be produdive of an Accommodation of 
which I exped to have Notice in a very fliort Time, 
as the upper Nations will ftiortly be down. I mean to 
treat with them outwardly as a mifguided People whom 
we are deftrous to compaflionate and forgive on certain 
Terms rather than to give them any Confidence in 
their Abilities by exprefling a Defire to promote a 
Peace with them, and I truft this Condud will have a 
good EfFed. 

I have fent out fev^ Party s fince the firft and fhall 
continue to do fo, as I have the Pleafure to find that 
our Enemies are already greatly alarmed at the Refo- 
lutions of the reft. 

Letter 
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Letter from Henry Monture^ William Hare and 
John Johnjlon to Sir William Johnfonf, 

[MSS. of Sir WilKam Johnfon, viii.] 

OucgoACo. March 21, 1764. 
Sir William : 

THIS Day the Prifoncrs fet out for your Houfe 
by the way of Oneida, and all the Oneidas that 
came with us likewife return with them, as they faid 
they had fulfilled your Pleafure by taken of fo many 
Prifoners and chief Warriors. Yeftarday we rec^ your 
two Letters by an Onida, the one dated the 11 of 
Feb'y and the other the 23d of Feb'y, wherein we ac- 
quainted them of your Concern for their Wellfare and 
your Defire of our proceeding. They were very glad 
and made Anfwer that they had done according to your 
Will, which would be a welcome Sight for you to fee fo 
many of your fwom Enemies, as they had but one Belt 
they thought they could return with Honour. They 
prcf* very nard for us to come along with them in Com- 
pany, but we confider of our Errand refufed, knowing 
at leaft Sir that we was ftiort as yet for the good Work 
now in Hand before us. We then remain here untill 
fuch Times as the Arrival of other Forces to joyn that 
we may ftrick the Blow to Purpofe, which Sir you will 
not negleft fending us a Reinforcement as foon and as 
quick as poffible, if you fliould think proper to fend 
us a Body of two hundred Whites to joyn the Body 
of Indians you are about to fend us, we think with 
Gods help we may deftroy a great Part of their Settle- 
ments along the Dioago^ River, the Ouqoagos are very 
harty and only wait for any thing of a party to joyn 

^ Tioga. 

that 
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that they may ftrick the Blow as they fay their Work 
is as yet before them. There is here in Store fix Bar- 
rells of Flour and about a hundred Weight of Sugar 
belonging to Mr. Wells of Cherry Vally, which Sugar 
would be very ufefuU for any Body of Men to make 
Ouquickare and the Flour likewife in Cafe required. 
We fend you one Capt Bull, the famous Head War- 
rior belonging to the Sqoafhcutter, a great Villain, and 
the reft of his Crew of Warriors. We hope Sir William 
will not take any Excufes from them but punifh them 
with Severity as they deferve. Two Brothers, Fidlers, 
excepted, being by all Accounts not Party concerned, 
as Capt. Monture knows them very well. As to our 
fpeedy Return it is uncertain, as Sir William muft 
judge by Circumftances, but you may depend on our 
prefling it on as far and as faft as poflible we can, and 
with Gods help we hope is fliort of give you pleasant 
Detail of our Succcfs. We remain your ever devoted 
and 

Humi Serv*«till Death. 

Henry Monture, 
William Hare, 
John Johnston. 

P. S. Be fo good as to forward the Party. The 

Prieft of the Parifh here gives his Complim** to you 
and all his Family. 

Letter 
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Letter from Sir William yohnfon to Col. Bradjireet. 

[From the Original in the Pofleffion of M. M. Jones, Efq. of Utica.] 

Johnson Hall, March 2, 1764, 1 
At Night. I 
Dear Sir : 

IT gives me great Pleafure that I now inform you of 
the Succefs of the firft Party I lately fent out againft 
our Enemy, an Exprefs being juft arrived with Letters 
acquainting me that on the 26th \x\x^ in the Evening, 
near the main Branch of Sufqehanna, as they were 

?urfuing their Rout, they received Advice that a large 
'arty of our Enemys the Delawares, were encamp^ 
at a fmall Diftance on their way againft fome of the 
Settlements hereabouts, upon which Intelligence they 
made an expeditious March to their Encampment 
which they furrounded at Daybreak, then rufhing upon 
the Delawares (who were furprifed and unable to make 
a Defence) they made them all Prifoners to the Num- 
ber of 41, including their Chief, Capt. Bully Son of 
Teedyufcung, and one who has difcovered great In- 
veteracy againft the Englifh, and led feveral Partys 
againft them during the prefent Indian War. They 
are all faft bound and may be expected here under an 
Efcort in a few Days. 

The Indians of Onoghquagey and Canawaroghere, 
the latter within twelve Miles of Oneida Lake, are 
very uneaAr Icaft our Enemys fliould take Advantage 
of the Abfence of their Men, and deftroy their Fami- 
lys, on which Account they are very folicitous for a 
Guard till their Men return, & I apprehend if their 
Requeft is complied with, it will give new Spirits to 
the r artys and encourage more to go on Service. 

I 
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I have therefore mentioned it to the General, and 
am of Opinion it may be eafily done by Partys from 
the Provincials at German Flatts. 

I am of Opinion it will be beft to fend the Prifoners 
to New York as the beft Place of Security, there to 
remain till fomething be done with them. 
I am with great Refped, 

Sir, your moft obedient 

humble Servant, 

Wm. Johnson. 



Letter from Capti John R. Han/en to Sir William 

yohnfon. 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, viii.] 

Capt. Eckerfon's, Wisersdorp,^ March la, i^6^f 
Honoured Sir : 

RECEIVED yours of the 3d Inft. and have (incc 
proceeded according to your Directions, in dis- 
patching a Serg* with lo Men of my Compy and 6 of 
the Militia in Company with 6 Indians for Ouagh- 
quago laft Saturday. Yeftarday five of the Indians, all 
Mohawks, returned here to me, with two Indians 
which they fay are their Prifoners, and told me for 
what Reafon they had taken them, they at firtt refufed 
to tell me, and infifted that I fliould take them and 
fend them down to your Honour, and if I would not 
that they would immediately kill them. I then re- 
quefted of the Head of them, one Jofeph a Sachem, 
tnat he would fend one or two of his Men along with 

1 Weifcr's Dorp was on the Site from Conrad Wcifer, a prominent 
of the prefent Village of Middle- early German Settler, 
burgh, Schoharie Co. It was named 

the 
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the Prifoncrs to your Honour. He told me he could 
not do that for he was afraid if he did not go oiF with 
his Warriors and our Men to Onoghquago that his 
Brethren there would fuffer. 

He then cautioned me in particular about the Pri- 
foners and in particular againft one of thefe named 
George O'Moke and faid that the iaid O'Moke had 
threatened one of their old Indians and a Squaw and 
fay'd as foon as the young Men their Warriors was 
gone againft their Brethren the DelawareSy that they 
then would kill their Wifes and Children here. This 
Morning two of the Mohawks again returned to me, 
who havmg heard that I fhould have ordered the Prifon-^ 
ers to be unty'd and fay'd if I ordered any fuch Thing 
and the Prifoners fhould efcape, that they would be 
afraid to go to Onoghquago for fear of the feverall 
Threats made by the Prifoners. 

The Serg* who I have gave the Command of thofe 
Men afligned for Onoghquago I have gave particular 
Inflru<^ons agreable to my own Inflrudions received 
from your Honour ; the Serg* is pretty well acquainted 
with the Indian Tongue. His Inflrudtions are, that 
he fhall ad no farther than what is agreeable to Heads 
of that Tribe or as your Honour may further direft 
him. 

The remaining Part of my Comp^ are all fitt for 
Duty. I have placed fo the befl Advantage in Cafe of 
an Attack with our Arms in the befl Manner. The 
Company having never received any Pay yet fince they 
have been raifed caufes an infinite Trouble, notwith- 
fbinding all I can do to the contrary to prevent it. 
I am Honoured Sir, 

your mofl obedient Serv* to Command. 

John R. Hansen. 
To the Honour^^« Sir Wm. Johnfon, Bart. 

Extraa 
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ExtraSi of a Letter from Sir William "Johnfon to 
Lieutenant Governor Colden. 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, viii.] 

Johnson Hall, March i6th, 1764. 
Dear Sir : 

I HAVE had the Pleafure of your very kind Favor of 
the 19th Inft. and in Addition to the Succefs of my 
firft Party, I have the Pleafure to acquaint you that 
another Party of only ten headed by Thos. King, which 
I had lately fent out, met with a Party of nine Dela- 
wares, who were finding their War Song againft the Eng- 
lifh, on which they imediately killed and kalped one and 
took three Prifoners, who are now on their way here. 
This is a fmall Affair, but as 'tis the firft who has been 
killed by our Indians, it will prove of fome Confe- 
quence, and I have Reafon to exped good News daily 
from the other Partys. 

The firft Prifoners taken arrived here yeftarday, and 
this Morning I fent down 14 Men of them to the Care 
of Coll. Elliot at Albany. One of the ftouteft re- 
mains wounded at Aughquago, and I was obliged to 
give them People 5 Prifoners for their good Behavior, 
others to the Oneidas, Tufcaroras, Ononda^as and 
Mohawks, and to detain 4 myfelf which I diftributed 
amongft the moft deferving to replace Perfons deceafed, 
for which Purpofe the reft were given according to the 
Indian Cuftom. 

The Confternation our Enemies are in on acc't of 
our employing Indians againft them is very great, and 
will I hope foon be the Means of bringing the dif- 
afFeded to our Terms. Near 400 Senecas, &c. are 
coming here to make fome Propofals, as the Onogh- 
35 quago's 
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Jiuago's are very Apprehenfive that their Familys may 
ufFer by the Enemy in the Abfence of their Warriors, 
I thought it very neceffary at this Time to comply 
with their Requeft of a Guard, and accordingly lent 
them an Officer and 30 Men from the Cherry Valley 
and Schohare Garrifons with 6 Militia, and the General 
having given me the Diredion of the future Security. 
Thefe Deputies with Numb" from the Five Friendly 
Nations now here, amount to about 500. From the 
latter I fliall fend out feveral Partys amongft the Sha- 
wanees and Delawares, who are the only Nations at 
prefent that have not made any Offers of Accomo- 
dation. 

I received feveral Letters in Autumn and the begin- 
ing of Winter from the Lords of Trade, one of which 
contained Orders of a like Nature with thofe you men- 
tion, which I anfwered fome Time ago as well as I 
could under fo much Hurry and Bufinefs. As I un- 
derftand the Board have the Regulation of Trade, &c. 
under prefent Confideration, I apprehend it may be 
too late to lay Matters of that Nature before them fo 
as to anf*" the Defign. All that I thought neceffary on 
that Head was, that the Indian Trade fliould be free 
to all his Majefty's Subjects and carried on at only the 
principal Outpofts, where the Traders fhould be under 
tha ProteAion of the Garrifon and thereby avoid the 
Rifque they often run of being robbed and murdered, 
their Goods being a great Temptation to Indians if they 
are in the Indian Villages, and fuch Robbery or Murder 
might prove the Foundation of a future War, as the 
Indians feldom flop at the firft Crimes, neither is it eafy 
to perfuade them to make any Reftitution. Another 
Matter of Confideration is, that the Traders at the 
principal Garrifons by being under the Eye of the 
Comds Officer would not be fo ready to overreach 

them. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Indian Wars of ijb^ and 1764. 267 

them, fearing a Difcovery, whereas in their Villages 
they are often impofed upon and apt to redrefs them- 
felves. The Commanding Officer could alfo banifh the 
Trader on Proof of Extortion* The reft I obferved 
to their Lordfhips regarded the State of the Depart- 
ment, the Interefts, Difpofitions and Numbers of the 
Indians. 

I am much obliged to you for the Particulars you 
communicated concerning the Nations to the fouth- 
ward, as alfo about the Tufcaroras, and fhould be glad 
to hear further from you on that Head. 

It gave me Concern to hear of the Hoftilities com- 
mitted by the fouthern Ind* & I heartily wifh a fpeedy 
Stop may be put to them as well as that the fev* Gov- 
ernors may ad fuch a Part as may enable you to bring 
them to Reafon, for whilft People ad upon different 
Plans it is impoffible for a Superintendant to difcharge 
his Truft as he would wifh. The French are probably 
at the Bottom of the Affair, as they have been to the 
northward, for it gives them fenfible Pleafure to foment 
Differences between the Ind^ and us, from which they 
are apt to flatter themfelves with reaping an Advan- 
tage. 

I fhall not omit acquainting you in a little Time, 
with any material Tranfadions m this Quarter, and am, 

&c. 

Letter 
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Letter from Sir William yohnfon to yohn Stuart. 

[MSS. of Sir WilHam Johnfon, viii.] 

Johnson Hall, March i8, 1764. 
Sir: 

I HAVE had the favour of your Letters of the loth 
Dec' & 1 6th January laft, which I fliould fooner 
have anf^ but for the extraordinary Hurry and Bufi- 
nefs I have been engaged in, the great Refort of In- 
dians and the Variety of their Affairs occupying my 
whole Time, nor efpecially at this Seafon can they be 
negleded with Prudence. 

Since the Command of the Army devolved upon 
General Gage I have been impowered to make ufe of the 
Services of the friendly Nations ag* our Enemys, and 
have fent out in different Partys above 300 of them. 
The firft of thefe Partys furprifed at the North Branch of 
Sufquehanna 41 Delawares with their Chief. I delivered 
over fev^ of them amongft thofe who attached to our 
Intereft to replace their deceafed Relations, and fent 
14 of them with their Chief to Albany under a Guard, 
from whence they will be forwarded to New York. A 
fmall Party of 10 has fince fallen in with a fcalping 
Party of 9 Enemys (who feemed deftined againft fome 
of the Frontiers of Penfilvania), of thefe they killed 
one and made three Prifoners, whom I daily exped. 
The killing of this Indian by a Party of their own 
Sort will greatly promote the Caufe and intereft our 
Friends more heartily in our Behalf 

Thefe Partys have already fhown their Importance, 
the Enemy are greatly alarmed. Numbers have retired 
towards the Twigh twees, and the reft knowing that 
Indians arc beft calculated to deftroy them, have for- 
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faken their Caftles and will lliortly be reduced to great 
extremity if not totally fubdued. 

The Chenuflios and other Enemy Senecas have fent 
me feveral Deputys from each of their Towns with 
Propofals of Peace, which will not be granted them 
but on Terms moft adventageous to our Provincials 
at the German Flatts. I have ordered Aughquago to 
be reinforced by a Detachment of a Capt. 2 Sub^ and 
60 Men, and fent the like Number to Canowwaroghere, 
a Village of Oneidas, whofe Men are all going out 
againft the Enemy. Thefe Garrifons for the Indians 
will not be required for above 4 or 5 Weeks and will 
greatly forward the Service by the Encouragement it 
will give the Indians. 

I cannot but agree in Opinion with the Council," that 
the Wyaloofins, &c. might give bad Impreffions to the 
reft, but I was determined and prepared to guard againft 
that and hoped to be able to remove any unjuft Sufpi- 
cion they might conceive having (without vanity I may 
fay it) a greater Influence now over the many Nations 
in our Alliance than ever. However as General Gage 
informs me that he has propofed an Afylum for them in 
Burlington Barracks, I think it will anfwer very well 
for the prefent. 

Capt. Duncan^ of Scheneftady has requefted I would 
reprelent to you his Requeft, whether he may have his 
Proportion of Land, he fold out of the 44th Regiment, 
but thinks he may claim fome Title on account of the 
Service he performed laft Year, as will appear from 
Lt. Campbells Certificate. 



^ John Duncan, a Merchant of at Albany, on the 5 th May, 1791, 
the City of Schcncdady. He died aged 69 Years. 

Extraft 
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ExtraSi of a Letter from His Excellency the Hor^' 
Major General Gage to Major Gladwin^ Com- 
manding at the Detroit y dated New Tork^ 23^/ 
Marchy 1764. 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, viii] 

YOU will there be informed, I accepted of the Pro- 
pofals of Peace, which the Indians of Detroit 
had made you, and I am now to defire, if you find the 
Savages amicably difpofed, and fincerely inclined to 
conclude a Peace with us in earneft, that you would 

S've them Notice in a proper Manner to repair to 
iagara by the End of June, at which Time Sir Wil- 
liam Johnfon will be there to meet them. You will 
beft know what is moft proper to do, on fuch an Occa- 
fion, ftiall therefore add, that it may be neccflary to 
acquaint them that the Reprefentatives they fend to 
this Bufinefs need not be apprehenfive of receiving any 
Infults from the Troops which they will probably 
meet in their way, as when we find they are nncere in 
their Overtures the Troops will have Orders not to 
moled them, and they ftiould likewife have Notice to 
colled all the Prifoners and Deferters which they may 
hare amongft them, who fhould all be delivered up to 
us on this Occafion. If you think of any Propofals 
proper for Sir William Johnfon to make on this Occa- 
fion of Peace, you will write to Sir William on that 
Head. 

Letter 
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Letter from John Campbell to Sir William John/on. 

[MSS. of Sir William Tohnfon, viii.] 

Fort Stanwix, March, 31, 1764. 
Sir: 

I AM favoured with your Letter of the 17th March, 
concerning the Women of the Oneida Village, 
called Canowoarohere, being in great Diftrefs for the 
Want of Provifion on account of the Abfence of their 
Men. I have therefore agreable to your Letter this 
Day fupplyed the Women of faid Village with a Quan- 
tity of Provifions fuppofed to ferve them till the Re- 
turn of their Men, which I dare fay will meet with the 
Generals Approbation, it being fo very neceffary and 
prudent to treat them with Civility at this prefent 
Juncfhire, which is the moft efFeAual Method of gain- 
ing their Affedion and of cours to promote the good 
of the Service. 

I had the Satiffaftion of feeing Capt. Bull when the 
Prifoners paffed here, whom I think the beft looking 
Indian I ever faw. He is quite the fine Gentleman. 

The Succefs that attends the Partys that you have 
fent out gives nie infinite Pleafure, as it muft to every 
Perfon that has the good of the Service at Heart, and 
heartily wifti that the like good Fortune may conftantly 
accompany your unwearied Attention to his Majeftys 
Service. 

I hope Mr. Johnfon has remembered to apologize 
my going away fo abruptly from your Houfe the 
Morning I left it without my paying my Refpeds to 
you, which I beg you will excufe as I was afraid of 
difturbing you lo early in the Morning. 

I am with the greateft Efteem Sir, your moft obedi- 
ent, humble Servant. John Campbell. 

P. S. 



Digitized by 



Google 



272 Papers Relating to the 

P. S. I have received Orders from the Gen^ to be in 
Readinefs to take the Field with the 17th Regiment 
next Campaign. 



Letter from Whitham Marjh to Sir Williamjohnfon. 

[MSS. of Sir William Johnfon, viil.] 

Bayard Hall, Ap^ 2d, 1764. ) 
\ p. Merid. j 
Sir: 

ALTHO I had not the Happinefs of receiving 
fome more agreeable News by Capt. Poft, yet 1 
cannot help acquainting you that laft Monday I vifited 
Capt. Bull in Jail. He confefles the Shawaneze are 
Rafcals, and that the Chenuflaes fent for him and 
other Delawares. This was confirmed in the Morning 
of this Day in prefence Mr. Nic*s Bayard, Sen' at the 
Jail by Joe NewtimaSj who may remember at Eafton. 
When I aiked whether any white Men of PenniVlvania 
(you well know who I mean) had defired them (y« De- 
lawares) to ftrike us, Joe anfwered, he did not under- 
ft and the ^eftion. Bull owned there were 22 Ind* who 
made Inroads into the Jerfeys, by whom poor Weft- 
broke (at whofe Houfe we lay'd) was killed. I much 
want to get at the Bottom of the Delaware Scheme, I 
am fure fome quaking Devils originated the Bufineis. 
Excufe me Sir, for faying no more now, as the Poft 
Rider waits in the Entry. I am with all due Defer- 
ence and Refpefts to yo' Families y' 

Moft obed* & humble Serv* 

WiTHAM Marsh. 
P. S. Darlington fends by me when I embark a great 
Curiofity of Shellwork, It is a Grotto. 

Letter 
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Letter from Colonel Bradjireet to General Amherji. 

Albany, 6th April, 1764. 
Dear Sir : 

I HAVE received your Excellenqrs Packett of the 
I ft Inftant and ftiaJl obay your Commands in every 
thing in my Power. I have already informed your 
Excellency that Major Hogan could not enlift but 
fixty Men to ferve to the nrft of May, & that they 
were not fit for Service ; and I may now add, that they 
cant get any more this way, nor have they try'd for 
fome Time paft. 

That I may know the exaft Number of Boats to 
take from Scnene(5lady, I beg to know if there is any 
more Troops to go befides the following, viz : 

lyth Regiment, 314 including the Draughts. 

Yorkers, 300 

Connefticut, 250 

Jerfeys, 240 

Canada^ 300 

1404 

I fet the 17th Regiment at 314, as I am affur'd they 
can not at this Time make out but 140 Men fit to go 
on Service, but they have fome which may do m 
Garrifon. 

What Exploits may be expefted of 1400 Men, one 
half of them new raifed Provincials, and the half of the 
other half but lately the Subjefts of the French King, 
afting in the Center of the Savages furrounding the great 
Lakes, known to be our inveterate Enemies, I know 
not, but fure I am, if the whole were of the beft Troops 
his Majefty has, the Number is far from being equal to 
36 Service; 
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Service ; however it is my Duty to obay and to doe 
the beft I can for the Service. After tne 55th has 
given 174 Men to the 17th, they will have about 230 
good Men left. If I could be allowed two Detach- 
ments of 50 each out of them, to be replaced from the 
Provincials, it would be of great fervice, but your 
Excellency is the beft Judge and I hope will excufe 
this Liberty. 

I mentioned your Excellency there was but 50 
Barr« of Powder here, including what was fent from 
New York, fince which Sir Wm. Johnfon has had ten 
Barrells. I beg to be allow'd fufficient for the Service 
and Pradice. 

There is no mufkets arriv'd from New York yet & 
but 300 in Store here. 

Permit me to a(k your Excellency if there is to be 
no kind of Staff allowed us. 



Letter from Colonel Bradjireet to Major Duncan. 

Albany, 30th April, 1764. 
Dear Sir : 

SEVEN Days after the Letters from Neagara got 
here I received a Letter from Col. Browning, 
by which I find it abfolutely neceffary to fend the 
Grenadiers & another Company of the 55th Regiment 
from hence to Neagara, they are compleat to 45 Rank 
& File with two Subalterns to each, and I muft beg of 
you to add to them as many Officers & non-commif- 
fioned Officers as you poffibly can from your Garrifon, 
and to make them in every refped, as refpeftable as 
poffible, I fuppofe Capt. Daly will join his Company 
as foon as poffible after knowing it has gone on Ser- 
vice. 

Some 
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Some York Provincials are alfo on their way to you, 
but in order to get up the Boats I am obliged to fend 
them half man'd; then you'l pleafe alfo to fend on to 
Neagara and you will be the beft Judge what Provi- 
fions to put in each Boat, of the whole, as they leave you. 

If the Canadian Battoe Men ftiould have made their 
fecond Trip from Swegache^ before I get up and any 
Provifions remains there pray fend them back for it, 
or at leaft as many of them as will be fufficient to bring 
it away, and let the others pu(h on to Neagara, not 
only to land their Provifions at the Landing but to be 
employed in carrying the Provifions at the Fort to 
Landing, &c. and if any make the third Trip they 
muft do the fame if you think it necefliary and fafe. 

Pray endeavour to get an exaft State of all the Pro- 
vifions from Swegache to Neagara as foon as you can, 
that we may provide in Time if more is wanted. 

By Miftake Lieut. Grant has taken a new Mainfail 
belonging to the Schooner on the Onida Lake ; be fo 
good to write for it by the firft Conveyance and fend 
It her. 

Pray caution all the Detachments that leave you for 
Neagara to be watchful, for it may poflibly happen if 
the Savages find they can't do much to the People 
employed at the VeflTells or on the Carrying Place they 
will endeavor to furprife our People on fome Place on 
the Banks of Lake Ontario. 

Pleafe to let me know if the Canadian Battoe Men 
have Arms, if they have not and that you can fupply 

^ Ofwcgatchic, now Ogdcnfburgh, was a (Irongly fortified liland in the 

St. Lawrence Co., N. Y. A flour- River three Miles below, and as it 

idling Indian Million at this Place, lay at the Foot of Navigation from 

formed in 1 749 by Francis Picquet, the Lake this Station poflefled great 

a Sulpitian Pried, was modly broken Importance, 
up by the Conqued of 1 760. There 

them 
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them that go to Neagara with the Provifions, pray 
do it. 

Sir Wm. Johnfon tells me he has fent fome Friend 
Indians to affift at Neagara which will prevent your 
being troubled with fo many as was firft intended. I 
make no doubt but the Draughts & Yorkers are near 
leaving Ofwego for Neagara and that you gave the 
Arms with the Draughts. I will fettle it with the 
Artillery Officer and Col. Campbell will give the pro- 
per Receipt for them when he gets to Ofwego. 

Major Duncan* 



Letter from Colonel Bradjlreet to General Amherjl. 

Neagara, 4th Auguft, 1764. 
Dear Sir : 

THE Indians of the Bay, thofc of Arbrecroche, 
fome Cheppawas & MiffifTages now here have fo 
fettled Matters with Sir William Johnfon, that he 
acquamted me he thought it abfolutely neceffary to 
fend thofe People Home well fatiflied, and that it 
could not be done without allowing them to trade 
for every thing, except Arms & Ammunition, which 
has been allowed them as you will fee by the enclofcd 
Order & Regulations. The Prices were fix'd by three 
Indian Traders & infpeded by Sir William. For the 
greater Security of the Troops to be polled at Michi- 
limicanac, I thought advifable to defirc Sir William to 
tell the above Savages they need not expeft Trade to 
extend fo far as this Country without rofts & Garri- 
fons to Proteft the Traders and fee that Juftice is done 
them ; on which they defired Michilimicanac ftiould 
be reeftablifhed and that they would endeavor to pro- 
ted it. 

As 
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As to the Genefea Indians a Meflage arrived at 
Ofwego from them before we left it to Sir William 
Johnlon, defiring four Boats with Provifions (hould 
be fent them to Irondequoit in which Part of them 
would proceed with all the Englifh Prifoners they had 
to this Place. The Boats & Provifions by Sir Wil-* 
liams defire I ordered thither direcftly, but they were 
fo far from keeping their Words, that they were not 
there to receive them, but on being fent to, fent Men 
& Horfes for the Provifions. For fome Time after 
this, the Accounts we had from them were, that they 
feem'd more inclinable not to keep the Peace they 
made laft Winter but continue the War ; but at length 
they finding the Troops remaining here & fufpefting 
it was on their Account and having no Time to hunt 
for Provifions & thereby ftarving, they took the Refo^ 
lution to fet out for this Place in different Parties, and 
the 1 8th Inftant we were informed of their being on 
the way, but that they were bringing but four of our 
People inftead of thirty which they had Prifoners 
amongft them with many other Circumftances ihowing 
plainly Neceflity only makes them fubmit more than 
Inclination ; whereupon Sir William & myfelf were of 
Opinion, that fufferingany longer fuch Infults might or 
would be attended with bad Confequences, at this Time 
in particular, as the Eyes of the upper Nations wa« 
upon us and would judge of our Strength & Spirit from 
what pafl^'d upon this Occafion, and that it was for his 
Majeftys Service we fliould fend them Word that un^ 
Icfs they would punftually fulfill every Article they 
promif 'd at the making the Peace laft Winter, they 
nad no Bufinefs and that we did not defire to fee them ; 
and determined alfo, if they returned, it was abfolutely 
neceflSuy to march againft them and treat them as they 
defervc. It appears to me, the true Caufe or Reafon 

for 
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for this Conduft of the Senecas proceeds from their 
utter Abhorrence to us, that they do not think the 
other Part of the Six Nations in general will hurt them, 
that we live a great Diftance from them & that the 
Shawanes, Delawares & their Friends can do them 
great Damage, and confequently it is their Intereft to 
be well with the latter. But to return to their Con- 
dud; on the 2ift July they fent in two Men here to 
tell us, that upon receiving the Meflage we fent them, 
they had fent off Runners to bring in all the Prifoners 
and that the principal Part of their Men, Women and 
Children would be nere the 23d, and on that Day came 
in about 60 Men with about 150 Women & Children, 
and faid the Remainder would immediately follow and 
do every thing that could be defired of them ; but 
they did not arrive untill the ift Inftant with nine 
Prifoners only ; nor would they have been here then 
had they not fear'd we (hould march againft them, 
which they were feveral times given to underftand. 
The 2d Sir William Johnfon called them together, 
they acknowledged their Faults and infift on it that 
they will be very good for the Time to come, and that 
they will deliver up the King and War Chief of the 
Delawares and Shawanes & be amenable for the future 
Conduft of the Reft which they took under their Pro- 
teftion this Spring, provided we grant them Peace alfo, 
which is agreed to. I expeft to fee this Place clear of 
Savages in a Day or two fo as to be able to proceed 
with Troops to the weftward ; and I think it prudent 
to take with me as many Indian Warriors as will go, 
it being certain the Savages round Detroit, &c. will 
take it much amifs in them, which if properly managed 
will be of infinite Service to the Nation whenever 
either thofe to the weftward or five Nations break out 
again ; their additional Expence in going on will only 

be 
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be Provifions, and altho* one half or more may be 
fufpefted of loving their own Color better than us, 
ftill I think it my Duty to riik it for the Advantages 
which may attend it hereafter. It will be impoffible 
to know the Numbers of them until they are in the 
Boats. 



Letter from Colonel Bradjireet to General Amherji. 

Niagara, 5th Auguft, 1764. 
Dear Sir : 

I HAVE received your Excellency's Letter of the 
2d Inftant and I will fend to the Savages of the 
Illinois as foon as I get to Detroit and (hall not fail to 
do all I can for Pontiac. You will fee by the inclofed 
Letter from Major Gladwin, ~ the Sanduiky Savages 
have lately ofFer'd to make Peace ; had I not been 
ftopt here, I ftiould not have received that Letter & 
perhaps might have had the good Fortune to have cut 
up that Band, which I think would have been more 
for the Public good than making Peace with them. 

From very good Information I find it impoffible to 
get to the Siotio River by Water, but from Prifq Ifle 
Shataquau and fo round by Fort Pitt, which would 
take up fo much Time ; even was there Water at this 
Seafon, which there is not for many Miles at firft fet- 
ting off, that I do not think we fhall have time to un- 
dertake it, and I have great Reafon to think Major 
Gladwin has been mifinformed, when told that the 
Shawanes & Delawares Indians were but two Days 
march from Sanduiky, as the fame Savages who gave 
him the Information now tell me that they are ftill at 
their old Caftle near the Ohio, except a few, and this 
is confirmed by others. But you may depend upon 

my 
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my marching to them by Land if it is poflible for us 
to undertake it, which perhaps may be about the Time 
Col. Bouquett on the move this way. 

I am not without Hopes of falling on Mr, Pondiac's 
Friends and (hall pufh fim for that. The Putewatamas 
have alfo offeerd Peace, which I am forry for, as I think 
I could not well fail of making them repent of what 
they have done as well as thofe of Sanduiky, if not 
prevented by being fo late. 

Untill I came here no Place of Security for the 
Veflels of this and of Lake Erie was found and they 
were under the Neceffity of coming to anchor in the 
open Lake & expofed to every Storm & to be loft ; 
add to this they had more than twenty Miles to fend 
for their Loading ; but on examining the north Shore 
a proper Place has been found to fecure the VeflcUs by 
the help of a Wharf juft above the Rapids ; a Poft is 
now building there & all that can be done towards 
finilhing under our Circumftances this Seafon will be 
done; and to avoid giving Offence to the Senecas 
Savages to whom the Land belongs, I have defired S. 
Wm. Johnfon to aflc it of them and they have granted 
it. 

I enclofe your Ex^ Returns of the Troops with a 
Plan & Report of what we have done for the Security 
of the Carrying Place & Veffells from hence to the 
Rapids on Lake Erie. 

r. S. I can not discarge the Teamfter & Waggoner 
altho' that Buflnefs is done, being obliged to employ 
them at clearing the Wood of each Side the Road 
over the Carrying Place, Battoeing Provifions to Fort 
Erie, making Hay, &c. and have employ which is ab- 
folutely neceffary for many more than I had then. 

This Inftant I have received the enclofed from Ma- 
jor Gladwin, faying the Outawas aflc Peace & have 

brought 
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brought in three Prifoners. Fear has brought all thefe 
Civilities about, but how long they will laft when the 
Danger is over Time muft tell. The enclofed Staff of 
the Baker here will appear ftrong to your Exl. and be- 
lieve you will approve of my ordering the Man to be 
paid no more than what he receives from the Troops 
& dired Mr. Lake to pay it being a great Saving to 
the Crown. 

Col B. to the General, Niagara.- 



Letter from Colonel Bradjireet to General Gage. 

Presque Isle, 14 Aug. 1764. 
Dear Sir : 

AGREEABLE to your Inftrudions to grant Peace 
& His Majeftys Protedion to fuch Savages who 
(hall lay down their Arms & beg for Peace, I enclofe 
you what has paff *d between me & the Deputys of all 
the Nations of Indians, who inhabit the Lands of San- 
duiky, Scioto Plains, Muikinhem, the Ohio, Prefque 
Ifle, &c. and your Excellency may depend upon my 
marching to the Plains of Scioto ir I find they intend 
to play me the leaft foul Trick. Surrounded as I (hall 
foon be by Numbers of Savages who aik Peace from 
Fear only, makes it impoffible for me to fix any other 
Plan than ading as Circumftances occafion, fo that I 
can now only fay that I fhall do every thing in my 
Power for the Honor of His Majeftys Arms & the 
Benefit of the Nation. I am, &c. 

J. Bradstreet. 

P. S. I fend this by the way of Fort Pitt ; out of 
574 Indians which was faid at Niagara I fhould have 
with me, we have 255, 100 of whom belong to Canada. 

His Excell. Gen. Gage, 

37 Letter 
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Letter from Colonel Bradjireet to Gov. John Penn. 

[Bradftrcct and Amhcrft MSS., p. 155.] 

Presque Isw, 14 Aug. 1764^ 
To Governor Penn. 
Sir : 

AS it may be agreeable to you and the People un- 
der your Government to know as foon as pofltble 
of the Peace concluded with all the Nations of Indians, 
who have done you fo much Damage, I enclofe you a 
Copy of what has pafled on the Occafion, 
I am, &c. 

Jno. Bradstreet. 
P. S. Perhaps under prefent Circumftances of the 
Troops ading from your Quarter and the advanced 
Seafon, it may be agreeable to the fouthern Govern- 
ments to have early Information of this Affair in which 
you will pleafe fo acft as may be moft agreeable to you. 



Letter from Colonel Bradjireet to Colonel Bouquett. 

[Bradftrect and Amhcrft MSS., p. 159.] 

Presque Isle, 14th Aug. 1764. 
Sir: 

AGREEABLE to Gen. Gages Orders to me to 
grant Peace and His Majeftys Proteftion to all 
Savages that may lay down their Arms & beg for Peace, 
I enclofe you what has paff'd between me and the 
Deputys of all the Nations of Indians who inhabit the 
Lands of Sanduflcy, the Scioto Plains, Muflcinham, 
the Ohio, near this Place, &c. and doubt not if you 
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are in readynefs to march you will firft receive Gen. 
Gages DireAions how you are to ad after his receiving 
my Letters and Articles of Peace. 

I am, &c. 

Jno. Bradstreet. 
Col. Bouquett. 



Presque Isle. 14th Aug. 1764. 
Sir : 

I SEND you enclof'd Copy of a Peace I have made 
with all the Nations of Savages upon the Banks of 
the Ohio, Scioto Plains, &., &c., &c., and Letters for 
Gen. Gage, &c. which I muft defire you to forward 
with the utmoft Difpatch. 

I am, &c. 

Jno. Bradstreet. 



Letter from Colonel Bradjireet to Sir Wm. Johnfon. 

[Bradftrcct and Amhcfft MSS.] 

Detroit, 28th Aug. 1764. 
Dear Sir : 

I HAVE only Time to fay by Major Gladwin we 
have ftiown the Savages in this Quarter we could 
have cut them up in Part at leaft had they not aflc'd 
Peace, that the Outawas, Petewatamas, &c. Chepewas 
are to be all in fix or feven Days to end the general 
Peace & comply with every thing I demand, amongft 
which Bondeac is to be given up to be fent down to 
the Seacoaft & maintained at his Majeftys Expence the 
Remainder of his Days. Major Gladwin will tell your 
Ex. the fad State of this Place refpefting the Quarters 

for 
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for the Troops. I fhall do all I can towards building 
Barracks, it being abfolutely neceflary. The Troops 
you ordered for to Garrifon Michilimicanack with two 
Companys of fifty Men each which I have raifed out 
of the Inhabitants here, go of to morrow and one of 
the Veffells fhall be got into Lake Huron, tho* no 
more than fix feet Water is as yet found over the Ban- 
in Lake St. Clair, and no Pains fiiall be wanting to 
know how to fix the Navigation from Neagara Falls 
to Michigan Lake, &c. 

Inclofed you have a Copy of the Peace made with 
the Shawanes, &c. and I mail be at Sandufky at the 
Time appointed for the Chiefs & Prifoners to be there 
& to march againft them to Scioto if they do not ful- 
fill their Engagements. 

From very good Information I found necefTary to 

S've the Inhabitants & Savages of the Elliones & the 
ations on this Side of it to the Miames to know 
that unlefs they carry themfelves well to His Majeflys 
Troops who were to take PofTeffion of that Country, 
they might expeft to hear from us and y^ Savages of 
the Six Nations, thofe of Canada, the Shawanes, &c. 
that we have made Peace with, together with the Na- 
tions furrounding this Place foon, for which Purpofe 
I have fent Capt. Morris of 17*^ Regiment and Savages 
with the ufual Belts. Should Capt Morris fucceed he 
is to pufh on to all the Nations of Savages on the 
Banks of the Miflifippi to the Sea, as your Ex. will 
fee by his InflruiStions a Copy of which is herein cn- 
clofitd, as alfo the Oath the Inhabitants are to take. 

Letter 
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Letter from Colonel Bradjireet to Ueut. Sinclair. 

Detroit, 12th Sept. 1764. 
Sir: 

YOU are hereby required and direfted the Beginning 
of May next to receive on board the Schooner 
Gladwin a Load of Provifions for the Garrifon of 
Michilimicanack & with it proceed to that Place, and 
as foon as you have delivered it you are to fail for the 
Bottom of the Bay where we had a Fort, & from thence 
round the Lake Michigan, fteering up the River St. 
Jofephs as far as you can, making throughout the 
whole Voyage . fuch Remarks & Obfervations as the 
Importance of the Service you are ordered on requires 
for the Safety of the future Navigation of thofe Lakes, 
obferving the fame on Lake Huron, the whole of 
which you will report in Writing to Lt. Col. Campbell 
or Officer commanding here on your Return and re- 
ceive from him Direftions for your further Conduft. 

As you will doubtlefs fee many Savages before you 
return you will inform them, that the Reafon of your 
failing round thofe Lakes is to find out if it is practi- 
cable for Veffels agreeable to my Promife to them at 
Neagara. 

I am, &c. 

J. B. 

Lt. Sinclair. 

Letter 
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Letter from Col. Bradjireet to Lt. Col. Campbell. 

[Bradftrcct and Amhcrft MSS., p. 155.] 

Sandusky, loth Oft. 1764. 
To Lt. Col. Campbell. 
Sir : 

YOUR Letter by Chain, without Date, I have re- 
ceived and I have great Pleafure to find you have 
in fo fhort a Time gained (o much Influence over the 
Indians as you mention. I doubt not but you will 
improve it as His Majeftys Service much requires it 
at this Time to correft the Shawanes & Delawares ; 
but I muft obferve for the good of the Service, that it 
is abfolutely neceflary that every Perfon that may have 
Influence with the Indians fhould be employed to gain 
their AfFeftion and to engage them not only to keep 
the Peace with us but aft for us againft the Kings 
Enemies. The Savages love the Inhabitants of De- 
troit in general and the latter may by gentle Treat- 
ment be brought to exert themfelves in our Favor 
with the former with little or no Expence to Govern- 
ment; but after all, Affability & Attention in the 
Officer commanding at Detroit is abfolutely neceflary, 
to the Savages in general, particularly thofe going out 
to War, without which all will go wrong, x ou will 
pleafe to ufe your utmoft Endeavours to make up & 
fend out againft the Shawanes & Delawares all the 
Parties of Indians in Friendftiip with us you can pofli- 
bly colled & continue it until further Orders, unlefs 
you fhall receive Letters from Col. Bouquett telling 
you to defift, he having made Peace with thofe two 
Nations of Savages, the Shawanes & Delawares, & you 
are to fit out all fuch Parties as you fend out againft thofe 

two 
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two Nations in the Manner the French did thofe Indians 
they fent to War, and pay for every Scalp or Prifoner 
brought in by them, you fend out four Blankets, four 
fhirts, four Pair of Stockings and one Pound of Paint. 
The Goods wanted for this Service you are to pur- 
chafe as Occafion requires and add it to your other 
fublic Accounts. You will alfo employ mch of the 
nhabitants of Detroit in each Party as you think can 
be trufted. Mr. Royome, that was with Capt. Morris, 
offers his Service. I fhall fend you what I can from 
Niagara this Fall, & fet off for that Place this Day. 
Much depends upon the Manner you receive thofe 
Indians now going againft the Delaware^ on their Re- 
turn ; if they do any thing pay them for each Scalp or 
Prifoner as above mentioned, & if not fucceflRil be kind 
& give them what will fend them Home fatiffied, with 
fome Rum to the Chief of the Party. At the Requeft 
of the Ottawas, Chepewas, etc. I have appointed Chain 
an Interpreter to thofe Nations, he is much beloved 
by them & will be of great ufe in getting Parties to go 
out & go with them when neceffary. i ou will allow 
him one Mans Provifion to be given to his Mother 
when he is on Service & pay him the fame Pay and in 
the fame way as you do the other Interpreters. You 
have enclofed Copy of my Letter to the Officer com- 
manding the Places at Fort Chetter with the Inftruc- 
tions to Godfroy & Maifonville whom I order thither 
&*when they return the latter may proceed to me with 
the Anfwer if he thinks proper, otherwife you will for- 
ward the Officers Letter and the Anfwer from the In- 
dian Nations they fpeake with. 

You have the Copy of the Peace, &c. with the Hu- 
rons on of this Place to be added to the one 

made at Detroit, and it being highly neceffary to ac- 
quaint all the Nations of Indians we poffibly can that 

our 
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our continuing the War with the Shawanes, &c. is owing 
to their fending out Parties, killing and taking our 
People Prifoners after having fucd for Peace and neg- 
leding to come to Sandulky with their Prifoners & 

Chiefs to ratify that Peace agreeable to their 

You will therefore ufe every Means in your Power 
for that Purpofe, and I fend an Order to Mr. Morfac 
having great Influence, he being well acquainted with 
the upper Nations, to proceed to the Falls of St. Marys 
for that Purpofe, alfo as you will fee by the Copy of 
his Inflrudions herein enclofed, all Paifes that I 
thought proper to give when I left Detroit for carry- 
ing on the Ind" Trade you will allow to be carry'd into 
Execution, giving Inftruftions to the People to ac- 
quaint all the Indians when they go of the perfiduous 
Behaviour of the Shawanes & Delawares, and to ufe 
their utmoft Endeavours to prevent any bad Impref- 
fions being on them by the .... 
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